Dear parents and guardians,






January 11, 2011


Thank you for your interest in FEMMES (Females Excelling More in Math, Engineering, and Science). This event will take place on Saturday, February 26, 2011 from 8:45 AM-4:15PM. Your daughter must be able to attend the event for its entire duration. We are excited to have your daughters as participants! It is important, however, that you have an awareness of what the day will include. So, we would like to tell you about our plans for the day.


In the morning, participants will receive tote bags and be escorted to their designated groups. Each group will have approximately 15 girls, and will be led by two or three student leaders who will accompany the girls throughout the day. The student leaders are all female Duke students—graduates and undergraduates—who have an interest in math, science, or engineering. All groups will attend a morning speech given by a Duke faculty member. 


Subsequently, each group will attend two 45-minute activities. Each group will attend a different activity during the scheduled time periods. All activities will be led by a female Duke faculty member, and are to be held in buildings on or near Science Drive. The activities are all within a short walking distance of each other, and the groups will be led to and from each activity by their student leaders. After the second activity, lunch will be provided in a campus cafeteria, and students will sit down with their groups to eat. There will be two more 45-minute activities in the afternoon, followed by closing remarks in the Love auditorium.


Lastly, we will ask your daughters to complete brief, optional research questionnaires before the event (see attached) and before returning home. Your daughter may decline to complete this questionnaire, and she may certainly participate in FEMMES without doing so. These questionnaires will ask about her interest in science and her overall FEMMES experience.  The questionnaires will have 10-15 questions and will take only 5-10 minutes to complete. Your daughter’s responses on the questionnaires will be linked to her by a number only accessible by the investigators of this research (the 4 program directors). Thus, when the questionnaires are reviewed, your daughter’s name will only be initially attached to the data before the investigators separate the name from the responses, and assign her an identification number. We may categorize results by grade, school, whether she has attended FEMMES in previous years, and which activities she attends at FEMMES, but no responses will be identifiable to your daughter as an individual. We will also send home a follow-up questionnaire in April to see if FEMMES has had an impact on your daughter’s interest in science. These findings will be used to help us make FEMMES better for the future, and will also be used to report to other professional groups and in journal articles about the successes of the project. 

Please sign below if you are willing to let your child fill out our research questionnaires.

Your Daughter’s Name: ____________________________________________

Your Name: ____________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________
Date: ____________

Thank you again for your interest in FEMMES. If you have any questions, please feel free to call Angela Jiang at 937-515-1561 or email us at FEMMESatDUKE@gmail.com. If you have questions about your daughter’s rights as a research participant, you may contact the Chair of the Human Subjects Committee at 684-3030.

Sincerely,

Ellen Litkowski, Katherine Xu, Angela Jiang, Baninder Baidwan, and Nicole Page

Program Directors, Duke University FEMMES

FEMMES: Females Excelling More in Math, Engineering, and Science

Permission/Registration Form

*Please be courteous and only register your daughter for FEMMES if she is able to attend the event for its entire duration from 8:45 am- 4:15 pm!

Student Name (Last, First)__________________________________________ Grade ______ 

School ______________________ Indicate if your daughter attended FEMMES in [  ]’09  [  ]’10  

Address_____________________________________________ Apt. #_______________

City______________________________ State_____   Zip Code ____________________

Name of Parent/Legal Guardian _____________________________________________

Work Phone ________________   Home ________________  Cell __________________

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact and Relationship ________________________________________

Work Phone _________________________ Home Phone _________________________

Doctor’s Name _______________________ Doctor’s Phone________________________ 

____  My child has permission to attend and participate in activities and lab visits sponsored by FEMMES on Saturday, February 26, 2011.

____  I authorize FEMMES to transport my child or authorize transportation for my child to a medical facility to be treated in the event of a medical emergency.  Does your child have any serious allergies?  [  ] No  [  ] Yes   If yes, what are they?  _______________________

By signing below, I grant permission for my child to be enrolled in the FEMMES Program.  My signature confirms that the information provided is accurate and that I agree to take my child and pick him/her up at the times indicated on the schedule.

Parent Signature   ________________________________ Date ______________

Spaces will be filled as applications are received.  You will receive a confirmation packet in the mail if your child is enrolled. You will also receive a letter in the mail if we run out of space in the program and are unable to enroll your child. Please mail this form to FEMMES at this address by February 12th:

Duke University FEMMES


101 Bryan Center, Box 90834


Durham, NC 27708

Please email FEMMESatDUKE@gmail.com or contact one of the following directors with any questions:

Last Names A-F:

Last Names G-N:

Last Names O-R:

Last Names S-Z:

Nicole Page

Baninder Baidwan
Ellen Litkowski

Katherine Xu

(631) 742-1735

(919) 949 - 7590

(314) 406– 6762

(718) 510-5153
nrp7@duke.edu

bkb5@duke.edu

ellen.litkowski@duke.edu
kx@duke.edu
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FEMALES EXCELLING MORE IN MATH, ENGINEERING, AND SCIENCE
Legal Release

Student’s Name: _________________________________________________

The above named student, and the parent or legal guardian of the above named student, who is under 18 years, as a participant in “FEMMES” - - do hereby acknowledge, agree, promise and covenant with Duke University and its trustees, officers, employees, agents and all other persons or entities, and do hereby release, hold harmless and discharge Duke University and its trustees, officers, employees, agents and all others persons or entities involved with “FEMMES” from any and all liability for any injury, death, illness, disease and damage which my child might sustain while participating in activities sponsored by or associated with FEMMES and Duke University.  I execute this release on behalf of and with specific intent to legally bind myself, my heirs, assigned personal representatives and estate.

A list of the faculty activities your child may participate in will be available online at http://www.duke.edu/web/FEMMES/. If you are unable to access the activities list and would like to, please contact us. By signing this form, you are acknowledging that you are aware of these activities and that your child may participate.

I hereby certify that my child has no medical conditions which will prevent normal participation in the subject event or program.  I further understand and acknowledge that no medical insurance benefits will be provided for my child during this event.

I hereby certify that my child will voluntarily participate in FEMMES and I hereby grant permission to those appropriate personnel of FEMMES to seek medical assistance for my child should the same be required, recognizing that neither Duke University nor any other entity or individual involved with “FEMMES” assumes responsibility for, nor do they have any liability for, the medical assistance and care which may be so selected and provided.

FEMMES has permission to photograph my child for use in publicity purposes.
Participant’s Release and Agreement

Please read this agreement carefully. It is a legal contract and affects any rights you may have if you are injured or otherwise suffer damages while participating in this activity.
My signature below indicates that I have read this entire document, understand it completely and agree to be bound by its terms. 

Signature of Parent or Guardian ______________________________ Date _________________

PRE-SURVEY
For Our Femmes 2011 Participants

This survey is a chance for you to tell us your interest and ability in math, science ad engineering. Your feedback from this survey and others will be used to help us make FEMMES better in future years. There are no right or wrong answers.

Please do not write your name. This survey will be immediately separated from your registration from, and will not be identifiable to you as an individual.

School: _______________________________    Grade: ___________

Are you a participant in the W.G. Pearson, Emily K Center, Club Blvd, EK Powe, or Saturdays at Duke?      Yes / No

1. If you feel comfortable, please circle your ethnicity (optional):

Asian/Pacific Islander

Caucasian

Middle Eastern

African American

Hispanic

2. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being very interested, 1 being not interested at all) how interested are you in math? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

3. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being very interested, 1 being not interested at all) how interested are you know in science? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

4. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being very interested, 1 being not interested at all) how interested are you in engineering? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

5. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being you know a lot, 1 being you know nothing) how much do you know about math? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

6. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being you know a lot, 1 being you know nothing) how much do you know about science? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

7. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being you know a lot, 1 being you know nothing) how much do you know about engineering? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

8. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being the best, 1 being the worst) how good are you at math? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

9. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being the best, 1 being the worst) how good are you at science? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

10. Overall, on a scale of 1-10 (10 being the best, 1 being the worst) how good are you at engineering? Please circle one number.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Thank you and we look forward to meeting you!

IMPORTANT: 

Please make sure that ALL 4 ITEMS are included when you submit your registration packet. Without all four items, we will not be able to register your daughter for the program. The packet should include all four of the following:

· Consent Form

· Permission/Registration Form '11
· Legal Release Form

· Pre-Survey

