
    
      Skip to main content
    
    
    
      
        
      
    

    
    
  
  
    
                        
                          
                  
  
    
      
      
            Enter your keywords
Search





      
    

  



              

                                        
  
    
      
      
  Menu

    

  


            
  Secondary Menu

  

        
      	
        News
                  
	
        Events
                  


  

  


                      

                          
              
  
    
      	
	    
		

      	
      Department of African & African American Studies
    

  



          

                          
            
                  
  
    
      
      
	About Us	Learning Objectives
	Statement in Support of Black Lives


	Undergraduate	Major & Minor Requirements
	Admissions
	Trinity Ambassadors
	For Current Students
	Student Awards


	Graduate	Research & Conference Travel Grants
	Graduate Working Group
	Graduate Student Awards


	Courses
	People	Primary Faculty
	Joint Faculty
	Secondary Faculty
	Visiting Faculty
	Staff
	Graduate Students


	Research	Research Themes
	Affiliated Programs & Centers
	Books By Our Faculty


	Outreach
	Alumni	Spotlighted Alumni
	For Current Students
	For Our Alumni





    

  



            

          
                  
    
          
          
    
  
    
      
      
  
    
      
      
          
    


    





  





  
    
            
  
    
      
      
          
    
      

            
        
            
      
  
    


    
      Students from a dance performance are seen against a graphic background from the performance pamphlet
      
  



      

          
      Transdisciplinary Course Creativity

      
  

    
      A performance art capstone to the course Race, Genomics and Society

      
  


  


  


  


    

  




    
    
      

            
        
            
      
  
    


    
      Khwezi Mkhize 
      
  



      

          
      Imperial Flow

      
  

    
      How British empire unwittingly connected Black intellectuals

      
  


  


  


  


    

  




    
    
      

            
        
            
      
  
    


    
      Stephanie Li
      
  



      

          
      Finding Freedom

      
  

    
      Professor Stephanie Li on race, love and resistance in African American literature

      
  


  


  


  


    

  






          
        Previous
                Next
      
    


    

  
          





      
  


















  
    

      
            Undergraduate Requirements

      
            Graduate Certificate

      
            Research Themes

      
            Our Faculty

      
  


  






  


    

  
          




    

  


  

      

          
                  
            
              
                
                  
                    
    


  
    
      
      


  
    
        
      
  
    
            
  
  
              




      






About Us


Our department is Duke’s center for interdisciplinary teaching and scholarship on Africa and people of African descent around the world, in particular the Black Atlantic. We host anthropologists, humanists, political scientists, historians, sociologists, geneticists, scholars of the performing arts and literature whose work engages questions of race, class, gender, sexuality, politics and the law to study the conditions and experiences of Africans and communities of the African diaspora.


Read more
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  Mark Anthony Neal: Deaths of Hip-Hop Artists Reveal the Alarming State of Black Men’s Health (clicking this link will take you away from this site)





	
  
  


  
  Trinity Faculty Members Named Explore 2023 Recipients (clicking this link will take you away from this site)





	
  
  


  
  Michaeline A. Crichlow: Why Climate Discussion Today Should Begin With the New World Plantation (clicking this link will take you away from this site)





	
  
  


  
  Crowning Moment: Black Hair and the Movement to End Discrimination (clicking this link will take you away from this site)
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            Congratulations Class of 2022


The Department of African & African American Studies would like to congratulate all of our recent graduates!
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  Mar


  19





  Louis Chude-Sokei Reading and Q&A

  
    12:00 pm

  

None
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  Mar


  19
  19





  Palestine Film Series: "Gaza Ghetto: Portrait of a Palestinian Family, 1948-1984."

  
    6:30 pm
  8:30 pm

  

East Duke 209
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  17th Annual Feminist Theory Workshop

  
    1:00 pm
  8:00 pm

  

Penn Pavilion
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            Academic Offerings


Our program provides a broad liberal arts education and prepares for the increasingly rigorous expectations of prospective employers. Our program appeals to students considering admission to graduate or professional schools, and careers in education, business, law, politics, the media and publishing, international relations, arts and performance, development or humanitarian aid, and global health, or social work.


For Undergraduates


We offer a Bachelor of Arts and minor to equip students with bodies of knowledge that emerge from studying the culture, history and social reality of African and African-American peoples, and of those of African descent across the diaspora.


For Graduate Students


Combining course work, teaching and research, we also offer a Graduate Certificate for students enrolled in doctoral and master's programs at Duke.
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    Featured Course



  
    
      
      
        AAAS  210

Modern Africa

Focuses on African history in twentieth century. Explores history of European colonialism, African nationalism, and the roots of contemporary African issues ranging from conflict and governance to… read more about Modern Africa »



  AAAS  338

Popular Representations of Black Masculinity

AAAS 338-01: Images of Black Masculinity. 
The late Muhammad Ali may have been the most recognizable Black Man of the 20th Century, in no small part due to the fact that he was one of the most… read more about Popular Representations of Black Masculinity »
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            Degree Programs
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            African American Studies National Rank*
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            Courses Offered

      
            200+

      
  


  


  

  





      
  
  
    
            *National Ranking of Top Colleges for African American Studies Majors by College Magazine


      
  






  
  




  

  





  

    
    
    



  
  
  



  
    
    






    





  

  
    
      
  
  
    
            Recent Faculty Books


      
  






      














  
    
            
  
    
      
      
        



Ugly White People Writing Whiteness in Contemporary America

Stephanie Li



  



Becoming Human: The Holy Spirit and the Rhetoric of Race

Luke A. Powery



  



Black Ephemera: The Crisis and Challenge of the Musical Archive

Mark Anthony Neal



  



The Pandemic Divide: How COVID Increased Inequality in America

Gwendolyn L. Wright, Lucas Hubbard, and William A. Darity Jr. (editors)



  



African American Literature in Transition, 1800–1830: Volume 2, 1800–1830

Jasmine Nicole Cobb



  



Black Art: A Cultural History

Richard J. Powell



  



A History of the Republic of Biafra: Law, Crime, and the Nigerian Civil War

Samuel Fury Childs Daly



  



Going There: Black Visual Satire

Richard J. Powell



  



From Here to Equality: Reparations for Black Americans in the Twenty-First Century

William A. Darity, A. Kirsten Mullen



  



The Obama Portraits

Taína Caragol, Dorothy Moss, Richard Powell, Kim Sajet 



  



The Fixer: Visa Lottery Chronicles

Charles Piot



  



The Scramble for Europe: Young Africa on its way to the Old Continent

Stephen Smith



  



The Fetish Revisited: Marx, Freud, and the Gods Black People Make

J. Lorand Matory



  



Race and Rurality in the Global Economy

Michaeline A. Crichlow (co-editor)



  



For-Profit Universities: The Shifting Landscape of Marketized Higher Education

Tressie McMillan Cottom and William A. Darity, Jr. (Editors)
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            Department of African & African American Studies


243 Ernestine Friedl Building

1316 Campus Dr.

Campus Box 90252

Durham, NC 27708

919.684.2830
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