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A RESOLUTION OF THE DUKE STUDENT GOVERNMENT

“Support for the Honor Council’s Dean’s Excuse Policy”

Policy Statement
Duke Student Government fully endorses the Dean's Excuse Policy as drafted by the Honor Council, eliminating the need for medical documentation in instances of illness in fitting with both the University's Community Standard and its commitment to a stronger honor code.

Rationale

By giving students the additional responsibility and trust implicit in the proposed policy, the Duke Community will continue to build an atmosphere of honor and integrity.  With the implementation of a new Community Standard in Fall, 2003, the University is demonstrating increased trust in its students; this trust should be extended to the Dean’s Excuse Policy.  Furthermore the new policy will reduce the burden on medically ill students by eliminating the requirement to visit a physician, particularly when self-medication is sufficient.    Therefore, Duke Student Government formally endorses the policy set forth by the Honor Council.
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