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A RESOLUTION OF THE DUKE STUDENT GOVERNMENT                              

The State of Undergraduate Safety

Policy Statement

In response to the increased awareness of our vulnerability to unsafe situations on this campus, the Facility and Athletics committee organized a safety walk to identify key areas of concern regarding our safety infrastructure. Additionally, the Student Affairs Committee organized a Town Hall meeting to address student concerns. Upon passing this resolution, DSG will be directed to submit the entire reports generated from the safety walks and the town hall meeting. Furthermore, DSG requests the university administration to take swift action in response to these concerns. What follows is a summary of our recommendations.

Bathrooms

· It is recommended that bathrooms be moved to electronic access systems

· If bathrooms have obstructed areas not visible from the entrance, then mirrors should be installed in corners so as to allow complete visibility of all areas before entering

· Panic sound alarms should be considered as a serious option for bathrooms. It is recommended that a feasibility study be done

· Light systems should not be allowed to turn off when someone is in the bathroom. Motion sensitive systems could solve this problem and remain energy efficient as Perkins library has proven in their application of this system
· When showers are present, the housekeeping staff should make an effort to keep the curtains open when not in use

Blue Phone Additions

· Blue phones need to be universally adapted to include a strobe light when activated so as to allow security patrol to easily identify the area of concern

· There should be a blue phone in each quad

· There needs to be an increase in blue phone technology in our parking lots

· There should be a list of blue phone uses on each device

· There should be a campus map with blue phone locations created to distribute to students

Blue Zone Parking

· The Shrubbery needs to be frequently trimmed to allow blue phones, cameras, and lighting to function properly

· There should be a sign installed to aware occupants of the lot that they are under video surveillance

Lighting

· We need to set a minimum standard of existing lighting so that all areas are equally lit

· East Campus’ internal perimeter should be strategically lit to protect these areas

· Science Drive (particularly in the areas of new construction)  needs adequate lighting

· Central Campus is in need of increased lighting

· In particular, central campus apartments should have lighting fixtures on the apartments in addition to the occupant controlled porch lights

· The BC walkway needs adequate lighting

Patrolling

· We need an increase in campus bike patrolling of uniformed police and security officers.
Safety Awareness

· We need to develop more programs targeted at safety awareness
· We need a general promotion of males in discussion of sexual assault prevention
· We need to improve publicity and availability of self-defense classes
· DSG and the administration needs to continue to gather student input on the future of safety and safety measures taken
Shrubbery

· All shrubbery should be consistently cut back so as not to obstruct lighting or other safety devices

Rationale: 

F&A has identified these key areas of concern in regard to the campus infrastructure. Additionally, Student Affairs has reaffirmed these needed safety measures as well as safety awareness. With regard to the increased sense from the student body that we are living in an unsafe Duke community, we the members of DSG hold a responsibility to rectify this perception as soon as possible. These areas will create a safer environment.

Why these areas are important for consideration:

Bathrooms


Bathrooms are a place where people are often at their most vulnerable. Additionally in light of violent incidents that have occurred in the past two years we feel it is critical that appropriate measures be taken to ensure this situation is addressed and rectified to the best of our abilities. 
Blue Phone Additions


Blue light phones are an invaluable resource that is often looked at as only for 911 dispatches. We look to increase the number of blue light phones and to list their additional uses as a means of increasing student safety. Furthermore the blue light phones are a relatively inexpensive means of offering students an increased means of communication for a multitude of purposes. 
Blue Zone Parking

The Blue Zone is a location where already large and now increasing numbers of students park. It is a location on campus that is far removed and thus leaves students vulnerable and feeling unsafe.

Lighting

Uniform lighting on campus is a critical step in creating a well protected campus. Lighting is a preventative measure that allows for students to be aware of their surroundings. 
Patrolling


The university police department needs to increase its patrol resources specifically in the area of bike patrol. This is a resource that is underutilized and will provide increased visibility of university police on and around campus while allowing for a highly mobile police force.
Safety Awareness


In order to help people feel safe, we need them to be more aware of protecting themselves, their property and others. Safety education helps the members of the community realize that we all play a role in keeping Duke safe.
Shrubbery


The frequent trimming of shrubbery by FMD is a step that must be applied to this equation. Overgrown shrubbery creates a hazardous situation where lights are blocked, cameras are blocked and where potential threats may exist. This is a relatively easy means to providing increased security on campus.

Furthermore, by passing this resolution and thereby implementing these measures we can create a safer campus where students do not live in fear. Although safety imposes certain costs upon individual liberty, we should see it as a necessary and beneficial change for the greater good of the Duke community.
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