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A RESOLUTION OF THE DUKE STUDENT GOVERNMENT

“Supporting the Duke University Greening Initiative”
Policy Statement:
1. The Duke Student Government supports the work of the Duke University Greening Initiative in establishing the following standards for facilities on Campus:

a. All new construction meets the minimum Leadership in Environmental Engineering Design (LEED) standard, with expectations for higher achievement.  

b. All renovations meet the minimum LEED standard for renovations, with expectations for higher achievement.

2. The Duke Student Government will show its commitment to the LEED standards by refitting the Duke Student Government office with Energy Star appliances – such as computers, lights, a refrigerator, a microwave, and all other media equipment.  This operation will serve two purposes:

a. To conduct a study of energy output in a model office space 

b. To serve as an educational example of “green” technologies.  

Rationale:

1. Buildings designed according to LEED standards, which are established and continually updated by the United States Green Building Council, maximize both economic and environmental benefits.  The University should, within limits of capital availability, invest in any resource conservation project that has an expected return on investment greater than the current borrowing rate.  Green-designed buildings, while having a higher upfront capital cost, usually have a cost payback of 5-7 years due to energy savings and yield additional savings for the remainder of the life of the project.  Furthermore, Green buildings reduce the impact of natural resource consumption and enhance occupant comfort, health, and productivity.

2. In order to implement this process on a University-wide level, a model is necessary to illustrate energy savings on a smaller scale.  Also, The Duke Student Government office is an easily accessible, visible space in the University’s Student Center.  As education is one of the principle goals of the Greening Initiative, the Duke Student Government office will be available for students wishing to learn about Green technologies or for classes wishing to demonstrate that most environmental practices are transparent and fully functional.  Eventually, as we hope to have LEED standards formally adopted by the Board of Trustees and the Committee on Facilities and Environment, this model will serve to educate those populations as well.
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Anthony Vitarelli

West Campus Legislator
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