DSG-R-2003-021201


A RESOLUTION OF THE DUKE STUDENT GOVERNMENT

“Concerning the Department of Biological Anthropology and Anatomy (B.A.A.)”

Policy Statement:

Noting with deep regret the University’s recent announcement to drastically reduce the size of the current Department of Biological Anthropology and Anatomy (B.A.A.), Duke Student Government recommends a two-year moratorium on any cuts in the B.A.A. department, including temporary positions as well as full-time faculty members, effective immediately.     
Rationale:
While the University has, for some time, planned major changes to the B.A.A. department, including moving it wholly within the College of Arts and Sciences, recent announcements by the Administration reveal a policy towards the department that is both unwarranted and unacceptable.  Current recommendations include slashing the number of full-time faculty from ten to four and the number of temporary faculty from seven to two.  This change threatens the very existence of the department, and, in the words of the Director of Graduate Studies Carel Van Schaik, would “bring [B.A.A.] below critical mass.”

Although academic departments do tend to come and go, not supporting a department of B.A.A.’s stature is deplorable.  Duke is second in obtaining National Science Foundation grants for its work.  The department consistently ranks in the top four programs nationally.  The Primate Center – probably the most well known division of the department – is internationally renowned as one of the finest institutions of its kind.  Finally, failing to support the department at this time flies squarely in the face of the University’s stated commitments to strengthen its support of the life sciences and to expand areas of study such as genomics.
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