DSG General Body Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 10, 2004

a) Announcements

· SI Poster of Coach K. It will be posted tomorrow around campus. 

· AWAAZ will take place this Friday and Saturday. Please come to the event. 

· One sophomore, junior, and senior will be selected as the young trustee and will serve on the board for three years. The application is online now. For anyone who is interested in applying please visit the Duke Student Government website.

· 6th Men Night will take place on November 16th at Cameron Indoor Stadium. The event will start around 4:30 PM and will end around 9:00 PM. 

· Duke men basketball game will take place tomorrow at 7:00 PM. Please come support the team. 

b) Consent Agenda:

· Approval of the Minutes: DSG General Body 11/03/04

· Final Decision: Approved by Unanimous Consent
c) Special Presentation:

· None

d) New Business: 

·  None

e) Old Business:


       -     None

f) Budgetary Statute:

· DSG-BS-2004-111001-Delta Sigma Theta: $1,625

· This money is allocated for the annual Delta Sigma Theta Rhapsody Ball.

· The event will take place on January 29th, 2005.

· The location will be at the Searle Center.

· SOFC decided to fund for rental of the Searle Center, jazz band, DJ, and advertising. 

· The event is divided into two portion: dinner and dance party. 

· Questions and Comments

· What was SOFC rationale for funding this event? SOFC only funded for the dance portion of the event because it is intended for everyone in the Duke student community. In addition, SOFC funded similar events in the past, thus it is not unusual for us to fund it again. Furthermore, we are not running out of money by covering this event. 

· How many people will attend the dinner portion of the event? Approximately, 250 people. 

· What is the format of the dinner portion? There will be around 250 people seated for dinner, and they have to pay for their meal. However, everything else is free. The dinner portion is ticketed, but the dance portion is free admission. 

· Final Decision: Budgetary Statute Approved

g) Report:

· Vice-President of Academic Affairs – Semester Report

· Staplers for all e-print stations.

· Overarching Themes:

· Responsibilities of each senator

· Communication with Arts and Science. It is important for us to provide suggestions for Arts and Science Council (largest academic council on campus) to make future decisions.

· Meeting Structures

· Defining Academic Affairs

· Long term and short term projects

· No Stress Zone

· Reserved Meeting Room B in Bryan Center during finals week.

· Free massages will be provided in the no stress zone.

· There will be movie shown all the time.

· Food and poker table will also be provided.

· The purpose of the no stress zone is to provide the students a location to relax during a stressful final week.

· Academic affairs council also decided to add a work zone in Meeting Room A in BC. In the work zone, there will be tutors available for different subjects. The tutors will work on 2-3 hours shift. There will be schedule posted to help student locate the time when the particular tutor will be teaching in the work zone.

· Plagiarism Tutorial

· There are two types of people that plagiarize. The first type of student are people who blatantly plagiarize and the second type of student are people that think about plagiarizing for the first time. 

· The tutorial is for the latter type and it provides guidance and advice for people who are thinking about plagiarizing. 

· The tutorial is available on blackboard for student reference.

· Graduate Interaction

· Create a casual and engaging environment for undergraduates to interact with graduate students.

· Graduate students are very willing to help out on this project. 

· The goal of this project is to allow the graduate students to provide advice and guidance on job interviewing, professional school admissions, and more.

· One way to approach more interaction is setup a occasion where kegs and finger foods are provided. In this event, graduate and undergraduate students are required to wear nametags to facilitate conversation between both parties. 

· Another plan to promote more interaction is to provide packages where undergraduate can take graduate students into undergraduate section. This plan is tentative and needs the approval of the Duke AD. 

· Academic Access

· The project is to increase the use of classrooms around campus that are available at night.

· In addition, it is also the goal of the project to provide access for more classrooms around campus that are locked during nighttime.

· Currently, there are 5 classrooms that are open aat night for student for use.

· It is the hope of this project to open more classrooms during finals week for student use.

· Email will be sent to student body to encourage them to utilize these classrooms.

· Solution guides that are placed in the math help room on East Campus will increase in number to facilitate student learning.

· Info on Scholarship for Undergraduates

· The office of scholarship located on East Campus want DSG to help advertise or spread info on applying for different academic scholarships.

· Allow the students to become more aware of the application process for these awards.

· Academic Dinners (Extending Departmental Colloquiums)

· Dinner between students and professors

· Extending to other departments

· Try to cover other majors or academic areas. To promote good dialogue between students and professors. Encourage a healthy academic atmosphere. 

· Freshmen Surveys

· Surveys are provided to freshmen on their knowledge of career counseling and academic opportunities available at Duke. 

· There will be two presentations before drop end period. One will be on career counseling provided by the career center and the second presentation will focus on academic advising which will be presented by the PMAC.

· Critical for undergraduates to have a good idea of academic and career opportunities out there.

· Educate them and give them resources. 

· For the surveys, one of the goals is to identify areas where the committee can improve on for long term and short term. 

· Constitutional Amendment

· This amendment gives a foundation for academic affairs and administration to have future discussion.

· Questions and Comments

· Who is responsible for paying for the massaging services? The fund is provided partially from DSG and student affairs committee.

· Is there going to be a constituency among departments on their research requirements? First, professor do not receive fiscal or monetary compensation for hosting independent studies. Reallocation of faculty resources to have mandatory research component for each department. 

· Will academic affairs council look into the usage of personal response system? (It is used in Bio 44, Phys 53, and multiple engineering classes.) As of right now, the committee has not looked into the usage of the system. We are not aware of the fact students are required to purchase the system for class, but will look into it in the future. 

· President of the Duke Student Government-State of the Student Body

· For his speech, Pasha would like to recognize all the problems on campus that need to be addressed.

· Social Life on Campus

· Have many complaints from students.

· One important step is to assist student groups to do programs on campus that would be fun for the entire student body.

· The problem stems from the fact that student groups are reluctant to pay or rent for expensive supplies. Thus, it is goal of DSG to help subsidize the costs. With the surplus fund, we have the ability to purchase tables, chairs, and other equipments that student usually rent.  

· DSG has also established an auditing board that examines whether the student activities fee are spent wisely or not.

· New alcohol policy: How is it feasible for us to rewrite this policy. We can’t just put down some recommendations. We need to put good foundation or ground works. This has to be a campus wide thing that everyone will approve. It is on the long term agenda of student affairs committee. 

· Advertisement

· Devil Daily: There will be a Devil Daily 2.0 that is free of crashes and new services.It is the hope President Majdi to see half of student body using this program.

· Plasma screen in BC: Electronic documents use as flyers instead of physical flyers. A prototype of these plasma screen will be placed in the BC and positive response from the student body will allow more plasma screens to be installed at other locations. 

· Putting up triangular pillar outside of the BC: Students can paint on these pillars to advertise their events. 

· Centralized Calendar

· Campus Safety

· Perception vs Reality problem

· Students need to be clarified of the situation.

· Associate Dean Camele Dawkins agree to form safety task force with DSG. This is a new partnership between DSG and administration. The task force will look into multiple issues such as lighting on campus and safety tours.

· Clear communication policy. Better system of announcing crime on campus.

· GPS system for Duke transit, buses, and safe ride vans. This project is to see if safe rides are working efficiently. The project started during the summer.

· Dinning

· Aramark vendor problems

· Extremely important to change the freshmen meal plan.

· The pilot program will start next semester.

· Senior Year at Duke

· Student life during senior year is not that great. 

· It is one of the primary concern for the board of trustees in designing a new central campus. This project will start in three years. 

· Engagement with Students and How the School is Run?

· Most students do not think that their opinions matter. They need to know that this is not true.

· It is the responsibility of DSG to spread the student’s voice.

· The dinner at the Loop was a failure.

· It also depends on senators to engage in conversations with students and hear their suggestions. 

· One possible solution could be dorm to dorm visits.

· DSG needs to recommit to this.

· It is important us to provide opportunities for students to be involved with campus activities, issues, policies, and more. 

