DSG General Body Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

a) Announcements:

· Starting 2/3/05, tickets will be on sale at the BC Walkway for the Charlie Brown Musical. The show will run from Thursday till Sunday.

· SOFC is starting to the process of budgeting for student groups.

· Next weekend, the young trustee selection will begin and it will take place at individual committee. Senators must attend the committee meetings to have the right to vote for young trustee on 2/16/05.

· Dukebid.com have 72 sales thus far. Please buy some items because the service is free. Please support DSG.

· Campus Council is hosting a campus wide Texas Holden Tournment.
b) Public Forum: 

· Bridget Newman

· Jose Torres Tama Controvery

· What is exactly controvery

· She supports the talk

· The speaker is not as controversial as people described him to be.

· His quotes are taken out of context.

· She strongly recommends this performer to come to Duke.

· It would be brng more awareness to issues concerning Latin America.

· Natalie Lamela

· She strongly recommends DSG to pass the budgetary statute that would bring Jose Torres Tama to Duke.

· His performance in 1997 was a major success

· Great opportunity for Duke Students

· The speaker would bring varying viewpoints to a place that fosters academic freedom

c) Consent Agenda:

· Swearing In of New Senators

· New Senators: Jessica Ogbonnaya, Rhodes J. McKee, and Robert Shaw

· BAA Major Union

· Organize and represent BAA Major
· Chartered similar groups in the past
· Example: Biology Major Union
· Decision: Charter Granted

· Duke Escort 

· Promote safety of Duke community
· Provide escort services during evening hours
· The group was very active last semester and was very organized.
· Decision: Charter Granted

d) Special Presentation:

· Steve Rawson, Duke Head-Line Monitor

· Report on K-ville

· White registration process was finished 4 hours ago.

· There is a projected number of 40-45 groups to start white registration

· This brings to a number of 100 tents to start tenting this midnight

· Surprisingly, there were 95 groups registered

· There will be some issues to be addressed for white registration

· There were also some minor issues during tenting

· The policy on giving weather grace

· How we make those decisions

· There is a weather baseline in the policy

· There is a health and safety committee that looks after these issues

· The committee discuss issues on the safety of tenting in extreme weather

· Issue of Walkup Line

· Address the issue of tents on the waitlist for white registration

e) Old Business:

· DSG BS-2005-012505: Lambda Pi Chi: $2350.00

· SOFC Chair gave a brief talk on student activity fee, programming fee, cultural fund, and university fund

· He suggested that the group opposing Mr. Tamas from coming to Duke is not looking at the entire picture

· SOFC Chair also emphasized the importance of academic freedom

· Objection: Giving Lambda Pi Chi the money goes against SOFC By-law. Mainly, the money should not endorse political speakers. SOFC can pay for everything else, but not for the honorarium

· SOFC Chair clarified that the by-law indicates that SOFC can not spend/endorse money on speaker/candidate running for office. 

· He also noted that the group is dealing with a limited time window and it is best not to delay the matter much longer

· Vice President Johnson noted that the opposition doesn’t have any concrete arguments against the budgetary statute. He encouraged people to vote for the speaker to come to Duke

· SOFC Chair stated that the by-law encourages political debate, but not supporting some one running for office.

· Final Decision: Budgetary Statute Approved
f) Budgetary Statute:

· DSG-BS-2005-020205: Kappa Alpha Psi: $2150.00

· Funded two similar balls in the past
· Final Decision: Budgetary Statute Approved

