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11 Assessment of L ear ning Objectives

Asanon-degree offering department, we assessour ability to meet our Learning Objectivesthroughthe
following three data collection methods; participation rates, course evaluations and survey. These
methods have provento beeffectivein allowing usto adapt to the changing needs of the students.

I Participation Rates
1. Classes
Onaverageweoffer over 78 classes each semester and utilizethe Course Tally
reportsgenerated by the Office of the Registrar to review the number of participants
and breakdown of students by classeach semester. Thefollowing chartisfor the
2007-2008 Academic Year.

2007-08 HPER CourseTallies

Fall 2007
Totd 1,048
Undergraduates 997
Seniors 431
Juniors 193
Sophomores 223
Freshmen 150
Graduate Students 51
Spring 2008
Totd 1,459
Undergraduates 1,395
Seniors 774
Juniors 223
Sophomores 188
Freshmen 210
Graduate Students 64
2007-08 Averages
Totd 1,253.5
Undergraduates 1,196
Seniors 602
Juniors 208
Sophomores 205.5
Freshmen 180
Graduate Students 575




Thisinformation alowsusto seeif we need to make changesto our semester
offeringsbased on having enough sectionsof classesaswell aseliminating
any coursesthat arenot filling on aregular basis.

2. Recreation
Weview participation ratesin two general receation areas: Club Sports
and Intramurals. Thesenumbersaretabulated by our Director of Recreation
and our utilized to make adjustmentsin the number of intramura and club sport
offerings. Additiondly theinformationisused for futurefacility needs, equipment
and budget needs.

For the 2007-08 academic year onethousand (1,000) studentswere members of
Club Sport teamsand over six thousand (6,000) participantswereinvolvedin
Intramurals.

CourseEvaluations

Our department utilizesthe Trinity College Office of Assessment Teacher Course
Evauation Instrument asameansto collect and review student feedback and faculty
feedback for our lecture course offerings. Thisinformationisused to compareour
effectivenessasteachersto other departmentswithin Trinity and asamean of
evaluating our undergraduate courses.

For example, intheareaof overall appraisal, reportsfor the 2008 Spring semester
indicatethat studentsratethe quality of our coursesat amean of 4.43 compared to
4.22 for coursesinthe Socia Sciences. Also, studentsratethequality of instruction
at amean of 4.49 compared to 4.32 for coursesin the Social Sciences.

For our activity courses, we utilizeaDepartment created courseeval uationformto
eval uate the coursein meeting the learning objectives set forth by theinstructor and
theoverall effectivenessof theingtructor. Additional informationiscollected fromthe
studentswith regard to areas of interest they have. Thishelpsusplanfor the
development of new coursesthat meet their needs.

During theWomen'slnitiativereview at the University, we used information gathered
from these activity course eva uation formsto takeit upon ourselves asadepartment
to meet thechallenge of providing femalebased activity courses. Thisledtothe
development of such coursesasPhysical Fitnessfor Women and Weight Training for
\Women.

Surveys

Inthe past our use of surveysasatool to gather information have focused on the quality of
our coursesand for feedback onfacility useand needs. Over the course of the next three
years, we plan to implement amore comprehensive survey system asaanaysistool for



the eva uation of our department and our ability to meet thelearning objectiveswe have
inplace.

Therearefive outcomes associated with thisthreeyear plan:

Year One
» MoreDetailed DemographicAnaysis
We plan to gather more demographicinformation on the studentswho take
the courseswe offer and who participatein the Club Sportsand Intramural
programs. Thiswill give usabetter snapshot of who arethe studentswe
comein contact withonadaily basis. Thisinformationwill behelpful in
planning and eva uation for thefuture.

* RedesigntheActivity Course Evaluation Form
Thegoad of thisistoincorporate questionsdirectly related to our learning
objectives. Thiswill help usinevauating thelearning outcomesof the
studentsand in making any necessary course curriculum changes.

Year Two
* Preand Post Course Test

Withtheaide of the Office of Assessment wewill incorporate Preand Post
Test tools, likethe Defining | ssues Test, on ayearly rotating basisfor our
lecture courses. During the 2008-09 academic year wewill run pilot studies
on acoupleof courseseach semester to preparefor implementation of this
program during the 2009-10 academic year. Theinformation provided from
such studieswill help usanalyze our ability to meet our learning objectives.

¢ Club Sportsand Intramural Programs Survey
Thecreation of asurvey tool designed for our Club Sportsand Intramural
programswill beutilized to eval uate meeting thelearning objectivesof these
two programs.

Year Three
e Alumni Survey
By the 2010-11 academic year we plan to havean Alumni Survey for
participantsof our Club Sportsand Intramural Programsin placefor use
onathreetofiveyear cycle. Thisiswill providevauabledataonthese
programsmesting thelearning objectives, particularly of promoting alasting
hedthy lastinglife-style.



