Native Americans and Horses

Language Arts Tutorial Activity

Goals: The learner will apply enabling strategies and skills to read and write. The learner will apply strategies and skills to comprehend text that is read, heard, and viewed.
Objectives:  4th & 5th Grades: 2.01 Use metacognitive strategies to comprehend text and to clarify meaning of vocabulary (e.g., reread the text, consult other sources, ask for help, paraphrase, question). 2.05 Make inferences, draw conclusions, make generalizations, and support by referencing the text.

4th Grade: 1.03 Identify key words and discover their meanings and relationships through a variety of strategies. 2.06 Summarize major points from fiction and nonfiction text(s) to clarify and retain information and ideas.

5th Grade: 1.02 Select key vocabulary critical to the text and apply appropriate meanings as necessary for comprehension.

Materials: The passage "Native Americans and Horses", a highlighter, and the question sheet

Procedures:


Introduction: Tell the student that he/she is going to read a passage about "Native Americans and Horses." Ask the student has he or she every seem, rode or have a horse. Share with the student whether you have seem, rode or have a horse. After this discussion explain to the student that he/she will be using a highlighter. Also explain to the student that we use a highlighters to highlight key words and phrases in this passage to help us remember what we have read.


Practice: Have the student to read the passage aloud and use highlighter to highlight key words and phrases while reading.

*Note: If the tutor notices that the student is having difficulty with knowing what to

highlight, the tutor should help the student identify some key words or phrases to be highlighted. Remember to keep the student involved in the process so that  he/she is highlighting key words and phrases, too.

After the reading "Native Americans and Horses" have the student verbally summarize the passage.


Independent Practice: Have the student answer the questions about the passage independently.

Closure: Have student read aloud the question and his/her answers. See if the student's answers are some or all of the key words and phrases that he/she highlighted. Remember to praise the student for his/her correct answers and attempts.

Example: Tutor: "Ann, your answer was one of the phrases you highlighted in the passage that you read. You did a great job noticing that that might be an important phrase to remember."

Questions:

Read the paragraph "Native Americans and Horses," then answer the questions below.
1.  Who brought the first horse to America?

2.  What was the Native American name for horses?

3.  Where in America were horses first introduced?

4.  When was the horse first brought to America?

5.  Why were horses important to Native Americans?

6.  How did Native Americans first acquire horses? 

Native Americans and Horses


Native Americans did not always have horses. It wasn't until the sixteenth century that the Spaniards brought horses to America. At that time, Native Americans still used dogs to carry their packs while hunting. When the Native Americans first saw horses, they called them "big dogs" since they had no word for this new animal in their vocabulary. Southwest Native Americans acquired horses by raiding Spanish settlements. Gradually, they were introduced to the Northern Plains tribes as well. Horses greatly changed the Native American way of life. Now they could travel faster, carry heavier loads, and hunt more easily. War parties rode horses into battle to raid and fight; escape could be made quickly. In time, the horse became a status symbol. The bridegroom's family gave horses to the parents of the bride. Also, wealth was measured by the number of horses owned.
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