Writing from a Different Point of View

Goals:  Students will write stories from different points of view. 

Objectives: 4th & 5th Grades: 4.05 Use a variety of preliminary strategies to plan and organize the writing and speaking task considering purpose, audience, and timeline. 4.06 Compose a draft that elaborates on major ideas and adheres to the topic by using an appropriate organizational pattern that accomplishes the purpose of the writing task and effectively communicates its content. 4.07 Compose a variety of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama using self-selected topic and format (e.g., poetry, research reports, news articles, letters to the editor, business letters).

Materials:  Copies of familiar stories and fairy tales

Attention:  Read student a few lines of a story or fairy tale.  Ask students who is speaking in the story, who is telling the story?

Ask tutee what point of view is.  Discuss what your child knows about point of view.

Model/Discuss:  We have talked about point of view.  We have discussed first, second, and third person point of view.  Today we are going to first identify the point of view of the speaker in the story. 

Next we are going to learn to write from another point of view.  For example, you know the story of The Three Little Pigs (Read the first part of the story and discuss the point of view of the story – in most versions  it is the author or narrator).  We could rewrite this story from the point of view of the wolf.  I will show you how I would begin this story.  Since the wolf is always the bad guy, I think I will make him the good guy.  I could write, “Many years ago I was a young wolf who was trying to make friends with some pigs.  I tried to talk to them but they always seemed afraid of me.”  Continue modeling how to write the story, asking your student for ideas until he/she is ready for guided practice.  

Guided Practice:  Ask you tutee to choose a favorite fairy tale or fable.  Assist you student in rewriting the story from the point of view of a chosen character.  

Closure:  Today we learned how to write stories from the point of view of different speakers or characters in a story.  How will this help you to become a better writer?
This topic is a good springboard to discuss understanding of others’ perspectives about issues and events.

* Adapted from Beverly Colombo, Instructional Facilitator, Special School District of St. Louis County  

