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For Immediate Release

Duke Rugby: One Tough Team 
in the Fight Against Pediatric Cancer

(Durham, NC) -  Seven physicians from Duke Pediatric Hematology-Oncology joined 30 members of the Duke University Rugby team to shave their heads in solidarity with children who have cancer and typically lose their hair during treatment.  The event, held Friday, April 19 from 4 -6 pm in the Children’s Health Center lobby, raised more than $16,000 for childhood cancer research through St. Baldrick’s Foundation.

The Duke Rugby team regularly volunteers with Duke Children’s patients, so shaving their heads in support of these brave youngsters was an easy decision.  Duke Rugby Head Coach, Jay Wisse, recruited the Duke Children’s physicians to his team.  “These doctors are the front line soldiers in this battle. The courage of the kids and the dedication of the medical professionals at Duke are inspirations to our student-athletes. Having the doctors join our head shaving team is a great honor for us,” said Wisse. 

“St. Baldrick’s Foundation supports our research into the causes and potential cures for pediatric cancers,” says Dan Wechsler, MD, chief of the division of pediatric hematology-oncology at Duke Children’s.  “We really enjoyed this event, both raising money and watching our hair fall to the ground.”

Duke Children’s cancer patients were on hand to help shave the heads of some participants—one even asking in advance to be the one to shave Dr. Wechsler’s head.

The Duke Rugby team was the number one sports team in North Carolina in fundraising for St. Baldrick’s Foundation, beating every other college and pro team in the state. 


About Duke Rugby
The Duke University Rugby Football Club has a long and proud history dating back to the early nineteen seventies when only a handful of American universities fielded rugby teams. Despite having one of the smallest student bodies from which to recruit, Duke boasts one of the top collegiate rugby teams in the region and will be a charter member of the new Atlantic Coast Rugby League when it begins next spring. The Duke Rugby Mission Statement is:

To bring credit, honor and pride to the members of the Club, the student body and the university by adhering to an exemplary code of conduct, sportsmanship and competitive spirit while competing successfully against other collegiate rugby clubs in the state of North Carolina, the region and the nation.

Service to our community is an important component of our mission. Duke Rugby players volunteer to work with the young patients at Duke Children’s Hospital throughout the year and the team has selected the St. Baldrick’s Foundation as our annual charity for the 2009/2010 season. For more information visit www.duke.edu/web/rugby.
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