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PART .
I1I.
- SECT. VIL
keard  Of the ngture of the idea or
praéaﬁ:- '
fit5. ée/ze_ﬁ
SEcT. PPVHE idea of an chie& is an effential
VII.

rart of the belief of it, but not the
whole. We conceive many things; which
we da not believe. In order then to dif-
cover more fully the nature of belief, or the
qualities of thofe 1deas we aflent to, let us
weigh the following confiderations,

"I'1s evident, that all reafonings from
canfes or effets termmate 1n conclifions,
concerning matter of fact; that is, concern-
ing the exiftepce of objects or of their qua-
lities, 'Tis alfo evident, that the idea of
exiftence Is nothing different from the idea
of anv obje&, and that when after the fimy
ple conception of any thing we wou'd con-
ceive 1t as exiftept, we in reality make no
addition to or alteration on our firft idea.
Thus when we affirm, that God is exiftent,
we fimply form the idea of fuch a being, as
he is raprgfented t0 u§; nor iﬁs the cxiﬁencg
which we attribute to him, conceivid by a
particular idea, which we join to the idea
of his other qualities, and can again fepa-

rate
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rate and diftinguifb from them. But I go SEcT.

farther ; and not content with afferting, tkat VIL

the conception of the exiftence of any ob- W

ject. is no addition to the fimple conception fur¢ o the
of it, I likewife maintain, that the belief zeser:
of the exaltence joins no new ideas to thofe,
which compofe the idea of the object.
When [ think of God, when I think of
him as exiftent, and when I believe him to

be exiftent, my idea of him neither en-
creafes nor diminithes. But as ’tis certain
there is a great difference betwixt the fimple
conceptipn of the exiftence of an object,

and the belief of it, and as this difference

lies not in the parts or compofition of the
idea, which we conceive ; it follows, that

it muft liein the manner, in which we con-
ceive if,

Supposk a perfon prefent with me, who
advances propofitions, to which I do not
aflent, that Cefar dy'd in bis bed, that Jiler
1 more fuftble than lead, or mercury beavier
than gold ; ’tis evident, that notwithftand-
ing my incredulity, I clearly underftand his
meaning, and form all the fame ideas, which
he forms. My imagination is endow’d
with the fame powers as his; nor is it p'of-
{ible for him to conceive any idea, which
! canngt goncelve 5 or conjoin any, which I

cannot



170

A Treatife of Human Nature.

PArT cannot conjoin. I thecefore afk, Wherein
L. confifts the difference betwixt believing and

\ W Ve W
Of &noww-

scdge and
probabi-

iy,

difbelieving any propofition ? The anfwer is
ealy with regard to propofitions, that aré
prov'd by ntuition or demonftration. In

thai cafe, the perfon, who affents, not only
cenceives the 1deas according to the propo-

fision, but is neceflarily determin’d to con-
ceive them n that particular manner, either

immediately or by the interpofition of other
ideas. Whatever is abfurd is unintelligible ;

nor is it poffible for the imaginaiion to con-
ceive any thing confrary to a demonttration,
But 25 in reafonings from caufation, and
concerning matters of fact, this abfolute ne-
ceffity cannot take place, and the imagina-.
tion is free to conceive both fides of the:
queftion, I fhll afk, Wherein canfifts the
difference betwixt incredultty and belief 2.
fince in both cafes the conception of the

idea is equally poffible and requifite.
"TwiLL not be a fatisfaCtory anfwer to-
{ay, that a perfon; who does net afient to
a propofition you advance ; after having
conceiv’d the objet in: the fame manner
with you ; immediately conceives it in 2
different manner, and has different ideds of "
it. ‘This anfwer is unfatisfactory ; not be-
caufe it contains any falthood, but becaufe
1t



Book L. Of the Uﬂdefﬁanding.' ‘ 171

it difcovers not all the trnth., *Tis confeft; SEcCT.
that in all cafes, wherein we difflent from V{L
any perfon, we conceive both fides of the B;},g -
queftion ; but as we can believe only one, *#reof the

? ideq or

it evidently follows, that the belief muft s
make {fome diffgrence betwixt that concep-

tion to which we affen:, and that from
which we diffent, We may mingle, and
unite, and feparate, and confound, and vary
our ideas in a hundred different ways; but

'till there appeats fome principle, which fixes
one of thefe different fituations, we have in

reality no opinion : And this principle, as
it plainly makes no addition to our prece-
dent 1deas, can only change the manner of
our conceiving them.

AvrL the perceptlons of the mind are of
two kinds, v7z. impreflions and ideas, which’
differ from each other only in their dif-
ferent  degrees of force and vivacity, Our
ideas are ca::opyd1 from our impreffions, and’ )
reprefent them -in all -their parts, When
you wou'd'any way vary the idea of a par-
tictlar obje@, you can only encreafe or di-
miifh its force and vivacity, If you make
any other change on it, it reprefents a dif-
ferent obie@ or 1mpreﬁ10n The cafe is the
fame as in colours, A particular fhade of
any colour may acqmre a new degree of"

livelinefs
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PART livelinefs or brightnefs without any other va-

IH riation. But when you produce any- other

oF bm,__,- variation, ’tis na longer the fame fhade or

l“gi ;’_"{ colour. So that as belief does nothing but

8. vary the manner, in which we conceiv: any
obiect, 1t can only beftow on our ideas an
additional force and vivacity., An opiniop,
therefore, or belief may be moft accurately
defin'd, A LIVELY IDEA RELATED TO
OR ASSOCIATED WITH A PRESENT IM-
PRESSION 7, |

Herz

U

* We may here tike occafion to obferve a very remark.
able error, which being frequently inculcated in the fchools,
has become 2 kind of eftablifh’d maxim, and is umiverfally
received by all logicians, This error confifts in the vulgar
divifion of the als of the underftanding, into comception,
judgment and reafaming, and in the definitions we give of
them. Conception is defin’d to be the fimple furvey of one
or more ideas: Judgment to be the feparating or uniting of
different ideas : Reafoning to be.the {eparating or uniting of
different ideas by the interpofition of others, which fhow
the relation they bear to each other. But thefe diftinttions
and definitions are faulty in very confiderahle articles. For
forft, tis far from being true, that in every judgment, which
we form, we unite two different ideas; fince in that pro-
pofition, God is, or indeed any other,-which -regards ex-
iftence, the idea of exiftence is mo diftinct idea, which we
unite with that cf the obje®, and which is capable of form-
ing a comvound idea by the umion. Secordly, As we can
thus form 2 propofition, which contains oniy one idea, fo we
may exert our reafon without employing more than two
ideas, and without having recourfe to a third to ferve as &
medium betwixt them, We infer acaufe immediately from
it
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Hee are the heads of thofe arguments, SEC T,

which lead us to this conclufion, When VIL

we infer the exiftence of an objeCt from g, ea-

that of others, fome objet muft always be fre of the

tdea or

prefent cither to the memory or {fenfes, in Zeir:
~order to be the foundation of our reafoning ;
fince the mind cannot run up with its inie-
rences iz infinitum. Reafon can never fa-
tisfy us that the exiftence of any one ob-
ject does ever imply that of another ; fo that

when we pafs from the impreffion of one
to the idea or belief of another, we are not

determin’d by reafon, but by cuftom or a
principie of affociation, . But belief is fome-

its effeft ; and this inference is not only a true fpecies of
reafoning, but the firongelt of all others, and more con-
vincing than when we interpofe another idea to conneé: the
two extremes. What we may in general affirm concerning
thefe three alls of the underftanding is, that taking them in
a proper light, they all refolve themfelves into the firft, and
are nothing but particular ways of conceiving our objes.
Whether we confider a fingle object, of feveral; whether
we dwell on thefe objets, or run from them to others;
and in whatever form or order we furvey them; the aft of
the mind exceeds not 2 fimple conception ; and the only re-
markablé difference, which occurs on this occafion, is, when
we join belief to the conception, and are perfwaded of the
truth of what we conceive. This a&t of the mind has never
yet been explain’d by any’ philofopher ; and therefore I am
at hiberty to propofe my hypothefis concerning it; which
3, that ’tis only 2 firong and fteady conception cf any idea,
and fuch as approaches in fome meafure to an immediate
mmpreflion,

what
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ParT what more than a fimple idea, - *Tis a par-

III

ticular manner of forming an 1dea: And as

OF Ero- o ¥~ the fams idea can only be vary'd by a va-
ledge and riation of its degrees of force and vivacity ;

praaé

lity.

it follows upon the whole, that belief is a
lively idea produc’d by a relation to a pre-
{fent impref(iion, according to the foregoing
definition, 0 17 1o e llB 9 G2
THIS definition will alfo be found to be
entirely conformable to every one’s fecling
and experience, Nothing is more evident,
than that thofe ideas, to which we affent,
are more ftrong, firm and vivid, than the
loofe reveries of a caftle-builder. If ope
perfon fits down to read a book as a ro--
mance, and another as a true hiftory, they
plainly receive the fame ideas, and 1n the
{fame order ; nor does the incredulity of the
one, and the bclief of the other Liinder them
from putting the very fame fenfe upon their
author, His words produce the frme ideas
in both; tho’ his teftimeny has not the fame
nfluence on them. The latter has a more
lively canception of zall the incidents. . He
enicrs deeper into the concerns of the per-
fons: reprefents to himfelf their aCtions, and
charalters, and friendfhips, and enmities :
He even goes {o far as to form a notion of
their features, and air, and perfon, While
the
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the former, who gives no credit to the tef-SecT.
timony of the author, has a more faint and V1L

languid conception of all thefe particulars 5 or s, 1a-
and except on account of the ftyle and in- #reof #

inkag or

genvity of the compofitien, can receive little sy
entertainment from it. i

f

SECT. VIIL

- Of ﬂ.»e cazg/‘e; of ée[z’ef.

AVING thus explain’d the nature Sg ¢ T

of belief, ‘and fhewn that it confifts VIIL
in a lively idea related to a prefent impref- YV

fion; let us now proceed to examine from
what principles it is derivd, and what be-
{tows the vivacity on the idea.

I wovu’p willingly eftablifh it as a ge-
neral maxim in the fcience of human na-
ture, thé* awhent any impreffion becomes prefent
to us, it not only trenfports. the mind fo fuch
ideas as are related to if, but Lkewife com-
municates -to them a fhare of ifs force amd
vivacity. All the operations of the mind
depend in a great meafure on its difpofition,
when it performs them ; and according as
the {pirits are more or lefs elevated, and the
attention more.or lefs fix'd, the adtion will
always have , more or lefs vigour- and vi-

vacity:
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PART vacity,. When therefore any objet is pre-
III.  fented, which elevates and enlivent the
W thonght, every action, to which the mind
ledgt g’f‘f applies itfelf, will be more ftrong and vi-
frh “ vid, as long as that difpofition continues,
Now ’tis evident the continuance of the dif+
pofition depends entirely on the objects, about
which the mind is efnploy’d ; arid that any
new object naturally givesa new diretion to
the fpirits, and changes the difpofitich ; as on
the contrary, when the mind fixes conftant-
ly on the fame object, or -paffes eafily arid
infenfibly along related objeds, the difpos
fition has a much longer duration. Hence
it Lappens, that when the mind is once in-
liven'd by a prefent imprefiion, it proceeds
to form a more lively idea of the related
obie@s, by a natutal tranfition of the dif-
pofition from the one to thé other. Thé
charge of the objeds is fo eafy, that the
mind is {carce fenfible of it, but applies it-
felf to the conception of the related idea
with all the force and vivacity it acquird

from the prefent impreffion.

Ir in confidering the nature of relation,
and (hat facility of tranfition, which is effen-
tial to it, we can fatisfy ourfelves concerning
the reality of this phenomenon, ’tis welt:
But I muft confefs I place my chief. con-

fidence
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fidence in experience to prove fo material a SEcT.
principle. 'We may, therefore, obferve, as VIIL
the firft experiment to our prefent purpofe, W

t 11 canfes o
that upon the appearance of the piGure of 5ezfgcf

an abfent friend, our idea of him is evi-
dently inliven’d by the refemblance, and that
every paflion, which that idea occations,
whether of joy or forrow, acquires new
force and vigour. In producing this effect
there concur-both a relation and a prefent
impreflion, Where the picture bears' him
no refemblance, or at leaft was not intend-
ed for him, it never fo much as conveys
our thought to him: And where it is ab-
fent, as well as the perfon; tho’ the mind

may pafs from the thought of the one to
that of the other ; it feels its idea to be ra-

ther weaken’d than inliven’d by that tranfi-
tion. We take a pleafure in viewing the
picture of a friend, when ’tis {et before us;
but when ’tis remov’d, rather choofe to
confider him directly, than by reflexion in
an image, which is equally diftant and ob-
{cure.

Tu r ceremonies of the Roman Catholic
religion may be confider’d as experiments
of the fame nature. The devotees of that
firange fuperftition ufually plead in excufe
of the mummeries, with which they are

Vor, L N upbratded,
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P arT upbraided, that they feel the good effett of

HI.  thofe external motions, and poftures, and
;;?: actions, in inlivening their devotion, and
;rii ;}‘f_ quickening their fervour, which otherwife
£5. wou'd decay away, if directed entirely to

diftant and immaterial objefts. We thadow

out the objects of our faith, fay they, in
fenfible types and images, and render them

more prefent to us by the immediate pre-
{ence of thefe types, than ’tis poffible for us
to do, merely by an intelle&ual view and
contemplation. Senfible objects have always
a greater influence on the fancy than any
other ; and this influence they readily con-

vey to thofe ideas, to which they are re-
lated, and which they refemble. I fhall

only infer from thefe practices, and this
reafoning, that the effet of refemblance in
inlivening the idea is very common; and
as in every cafe a refemblance and a prefent
impreflion muft concur, we are abundantly
{fupply’d with experiments to prove the re-
ality of the foregoing principle.

W e may add force to thefe experiments
by others of a different kind, in confidering
the effefts of contiguity, as well as of 7e-
femblance. “Tis certain, that diftance dimi-
nithes the force of every idea, and that npon
our approach to any object; tho’ it does not

difcover
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difcover itfelf to our fenfes ; 1t operates upon SEcCT,
the mind with an influence that imitates VIIL
an immediate impreffion, The thinking on E)m
any objeCt readily tranfports the mind to ifzgj?f
what 15 contignous ; but ’tis only the actual = °
prefence of an objedt, that tranfports it with

a {uperior vivacity. When I am a few
miles from home, whatever relates to it

touches me more nearly than when I am
two hundred leagues diftant ; tho’ even at
that diftance the refleting on any thing in
the neighbourhood of my friends and fa-
mily naturally produces an idea of them.
But as in this latter cafe, both the objedts
of the mind are ideas; notwithf’canding there
is an eafy tranfinon betwixt them; that
tranfition alone i1s not able to give a {upe-
rior vivacity to any of the ideas, for want |
of fome immediate imprefion, See 2447w -
No one can doubt but canfation has the
lame influence as the other two relations of
refemblance and  contiguity.  Superflitious
people are fond of the reli@s of faints and
holy men, for the fame reafon that they
leck after types and images, in order to in-
liven their devotion, and give them a more
intimate and ftrong conception of thofe ex-
emplary lives, which they defire to imitate,
Now ’tis evident, one of the beft relicks a

N devotee
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P A xr T devotee cou’d procure, wou'd be the handy-

1L
L'vf\-’"a..-l
O frsee
t’ﬂ"é’ FelN -d

F"a:—az?..!;-

iy.

work of a faint; and if his cloaths and fur-
niture are ever to be confider’d in this light,

'tis becaufe they were once at his difpofa’l
and were movd and affeGed by him ; in

which refpect they are to be conﬁderd as
impertedt effects, and as connected with him
by a fhorter chain of confequences than any
of thofe, from which we learn the reality
of his exiftence. This pheenomenon clearly
proves, that a prefent impreflion with a
relation of caufation may enliven any
idea, and confequently produce belief or
affent, according to the precedent definition
of it

Bu T why need we feek for other ar-
cuments to prove, thata prefent impreffion
with a relaton or tranfition of the fancy
may inliven any idea, when this very
nftance of our 1'eaf0nirigs from caufe and
efie(t will alone fuffice to that purpofe!
"Tis certain we muft have an idea of every
matter of fa&, which we believe, "Tis
certain, that this idea arifes only from a re-
lation to a prefent impreflion. "Tis certan,
that the belief fuper-adds nothing to the
idea, but only changes our manner of con-
ceiving it, and renders it more ftrong and

lively, The prefent conclufion concerning
‘ | the
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the influence of relation is the immediate SECT.
confequence of all thefe {fteps; and every VIIL

{tep appears to me fure and 1nfailible. Tnere (ﬁ,r

enters nothing into this operation of the Z}:’Qﬁ‘ff
mind but a prefent impreflion; a lively idea,

and a relation or aflociation in the fancy
betwixt the impreffion and idea; fo that

there can be no fufpicion of miftake.

In order to put this whole affair in a
fuller light, let us confider it as a queftion
in natural philofophy, which we muft de-
termine by experience and obfervation. [
{uppofe there is an object prefented, from
which I draw a certain conclufion, and form
to myfelf ideas, which I am faid to believe
or aflent to. Here ’tis evident, that how-
ever that object, which is prefent to my
fenfes, and that other, whofe exiftence I
infer by reafoning, may be thought to in-
fluence each other by their particular powers
or qualities ; yet as the phenomenon of
belief, which we at prefent examine, is
merely internal; thefe powers and qualities,
being entirely unknown, can have no hand
in producing it. "Tis the prefent impreffion,
which is to be confider’d as the true and
real caufe of the idea, and of the belief
which attends it. We muifl therefore en-
deavour to difcover by experiments the par-

N 3 ticular
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PARrT ticular qualities, by which ’tis enabled to

I11.

VY
Of know-

produce {o extraordinary an effect.
FirsT then I obferve, that the prefent

feige and impreffion has not this effett by its own

j)f'ﬁ:?aé
lity.

proper power and efficacy, and when con-
fider'd alone, as a fingle perception, limited
to the prefent moment. I find, that anim.-
preffion, from which, onits firft appearance,
1 can draw no conclufion, may afterwards
ecome the foundation of belief, when I
have had experience of its ufual confequen-
ces. We muft in every cafe have obferv'd
the fame impreffion in paft inftances, and
have found it to be conftantly conjon’d
with fome other impreflion. This 1s con-
firm’d by {uch a multitude of experiments,
that it admits not of the fmalleft doubt.
Frowm a fecond obfervation I conclude,
that the belief, which attends the prefent
impreffion, and is produc’d by a number of
paft impreffions and conjunctions ; that this
belief, I fay, arifes immediately, without any

new operation of the reafon or imagination.

Of this T can be certain, becaufe I never
am confcious of any {uch operation, and find
nothing in the fubject, on which it can be
fonnded. Now as we call every thing
cvusToM, which proceeds from a paft re-
petition, without any new reafoning or con-

clufion,
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clufion, we may eftablifh 1t as a certainSecrT.
truth, thatall the belief, which follows upon VIIL
any prefent impreflion, is deriv'd folely from W
that origin. When we are accuftom’d to ﬂ{j: .
fee two impreflions conjoin’d together, the
appearance or idea of the one immediately
carries us to the idea of the other.

Beinc fully fatisfy'd on this head, I
make a third {et of experiments, in order to
know, whether any thing be requifite, be-
fide the cuftomary tranfition, towards the
production of this phenomenon of belief,
I therefore change the firft impreflion into
an idea ; and obferve, that tho’ the cuftom-
ary tranfition to the correlative idea fill re-
mains, yet there is in reality no belief nor
perfwafion. A prefent impreflion, then, is
abfolutely requifite to this whole operation ;
and when after this I compare an impreffion
with an idea, and find that their only diffe-
rence confifts in their different degrees of
force and vivacity, I conclude upon the
whole, that belief is a more vivid and in-
tenfe conception of an idea, proceeding from
its relation to a prefent imprefiion,

Twuus all probable reafoning is nothing
- but a fpecics of fenfation. "Tis not {olely in
poetry and mufic, we muft follow our tafte
and fentiment, bat likewife in philofophy.

N 4 When
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PArT When I am convinc’d of any principle, ’tis

1,
UW

e
f
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{']"'-D"f

{

TS
LT2 4.

rebabi-

L

only an idea, which ftrikes more ftrongly

“ upon me. When I give the preference to

24 one fet of arguments above another, I do

nothing but decide from my feeling con-
cerning the fuperiority of their influence.
Objects have no difcoverable connexion to-
gether ; nor 15 1t from any other principle
but cuftom operating upon the imagination,
that we can draw any inference from the
appearance of one to the exiftence of ano-
ther.

"T'w 1L L here be worth our obfervation,
that the paft experience, on which all our

judgments concerning caufe and efteét de-

pend, may operate on our mind in {uch an
infenfible manner as never to be taken no-
tice of, and may even in {ome meafure be un-
known to us. A perfon, who ftops fhort
in his journey upon meeing a river 1m his
way, forefees the confequences of his pro-
ceeding forward ; and his knowledge of thefe
confequences is convey'd to him by pait
experience, which informs him of fuch cer-
tain conjunctions of caufes and effects. But
can we think, that on this cccafion he re-
fletts on any paft experience, and calls to
remembrance inftances, that he has feen or
heard of, in order to dicover the effets of

water
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water on animal bodies? No furely; thisis SecT.

not the method, in which he proceeds in VIIL
his reafoning. The idea of finking is {o W
clofely connected with that of water, and Eﬂ;{ﬁs of
the idea of fuffocating with that of finking, s
that the mind makes the tranfition without

the affiftance of the memory. The cuftom
operates before we have time for reflection.

The objects feem fo infeparable, that we in-
terpofe not a moment’s delay in paffing from

the one to the other. But as this tranfition
praceeds from experience, and not from any

primary connexion betwixt the ideas, we muft
neceflarily acknowledge, that experience may

produce a belief and a judgment of caufes
and effects by a fecret operation, and with-
out being once thaught of. This removes
all pretext, if there yet remains any, for
aflerting that the mind is convinc’d by rea-
foning of that principle, that inflances of
which we bave no experience, muf} neceffa-
rily refemble thofe, of which we have. For
we here find, that the underftanding or
imagination can draw inferences from paft
experience, without refleCting on it; much
more without forming any principle con-
cerning it, or reafoning upon that prin-
ciple.

IN
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ParT I~ general we may obferve, that in all
HI. the moft eftablith’d and uniform conjunc-

tions of caufes and effe@s, fuch as thofe of

Of Fror-

;‘:%;i ;2‘5 gravity, ir:'npl%lfe, .folidity, &e. the mind
5. never carres its view expreflly to confider
any paft experience: Tho’ in other affoci-
ations of obje&ts, which are more rare and
unufual, it may aflift the cuftom and tran-
fition of ideas by this refletion. Nay we
find in fome cafes, that the reflection pro-
duces the belief without the cuftom; or
more properly fpeaking, that the refleCtion
produces the cuftom in an obligue and ar-
tificial manner. I explain myfelf. ’Tis
certain, that not only in philofophy, but
even in common life, we may attain the
knowledge of a particular caufe merely by
one experiment, provided it be made with
judgment, and after a careful removal of
all foreign and {uperfluous circumftances.
Now szs after one experiment of this kind,
the mind, upon the appearance either of the
caufe or the effe®, can draw an inference
concerning the exiftence of its correlative ;
and as 2 habit can never be acquir'd merely
by one inftance ; 1t may be thought, that
belief cannot in this cafe be efteem’d the
cfrect of cuftom, But this difficulty will

vanifh, if we confider, that tho' we are
here
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here {fuppos’d to have had only one expe- SEcT.
riment of a particular effet, yet we have V1L
many millions to convince us of this gyy,
principle ; that like objelts, placd in like Z}ﬁ;‘_@f
circumfbances, will always produce like ef-
fetts ; and as this principle has eftablifh'd

itfelf by a fufficient cuftom, it beftows an
evidence and firmnefs on any opinion, to
which it can be apply’d. The connexion

of the ideas is not habitual after one ex-
periment ; but this connexion 1s compre-
hended under another principle, that is ha-

bitual ; which brings us back to our hypo-

thefis, In all cafes we transfer our experi-

ence to inftances, of which we have no

experience, either exprefily or tacitly, either
direllly or indirectly.

I musT not conclude this {ubject with-
out obferving, that ’tis very difficult to talk
of the operations of the mind with perfett
propriety and exatnefs ; pecaufe common
language has feldom made any very nice
diftinCtions among them, but has generally
call'd by the fame term ail fuch as nearly
refemble each other. And as this isa {fource
almoft inevitable of obfcurity and confufion
in the author; {o it may frequently giverife
to doubts and objettions in the reader,
which otherwife he wou’d never have dream’d

of,
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ParTof. Thusmy general pofition, that an opi-
L. nion or belief is mothing but a frong and

B};;:‘, lrvely idea deriv’d from a prefent smpre/fion re-
;:’.-:5; ;f’ lazed to if, may be liable to the following ob-
£, jection, by reafon of a little ambiguity in thofe
words ffrong and lively. 1t may be faid, that
not only an impreflion may give rife to
reafoning, but that an idea may alfo have
the {ame influence; efpecially upon my prin-
ciple, that ail our ideas are deriv'd from
correfpondent impreffions.  For fuppofe [
form at prefent an idea, of which I have
fargot the correfpondent impreflion, I am
able to conclude from this idea, that
fuch an impreffion did once exift ; and as
this conclufion is attended with belief, 1t
may be afk’d, from whence are the qua-
lities of force and vivacity dertv’d, which
conftitate this belief? And to this I anfwer
very readily, from the prefent 1dea. For as
this idea 15 not here confider’d, as the re-
prefentation of any abfent object, but as a
real perception in the mind, of which we
are 1ntimately conicious, 1t muit be able to
beftow on whatever is related to it the fame
GJEL:\ call it firmmnefs, or [olidity, or force,
cr wvivacify, with which the mind reflects
upon 1t, and is affur’d of its prefent exii-

tence.  The idea here fupplics the place of
an
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an impreflion, and is entirely the fame, fo SecT,
far as regards our prefent purpofe. VIIL
Uron the fame principles we need not W
be furpriz’d to hear of the remembrance of zjz{;j of
an 1dea ; that is, of the idea of an idea,
and of its force and vivacity {uperior to the
loofe conceptions of the imagination, In
thinking of our paft thoughts we not only
delineate out the objets, of which we were
thinking, but alfo conceive the action of the
mind In the meditation, that certain je-ne-
feai-quoz, of which ’tis impoflible to give
any definition or defcription, but which e-
very one fufficiently underftands. When
the memory offers an idea of this, and re-
prefents it as paft, ’tis eafily conceiv'd how
that idea may have more vigour and firm-
nefs, than when we think of a paft thought,
of which we have no remembrance,
ArTer this any one will underftand
how we may form the idea of an im-
preflion and of an idea, and how we may
believe the exitence of an impreflion and
of an idea.

SECT.



190 A Treatife of Human Nature.

PaRrRT
I11.
Y SECT. IX

Ofé?"’.r-b"
Jedge and

proéaézk Of the effects of other relations and
other babits.

OWEVER convincing the forego-

Ing arguments may appear, we muft
not reft contented with them, but muft turn
the {fubjet on every fide, m order to find
fome new points of view, from which we
may illuftrate and confirm fuch extraordi-
nary, and fuch fundamental principles. A

fcrupulous hefitation to receive any new
hypothefis is {o laudable a difpofition in

philcfophers, and fo neceflary.to the exami-
nation of truth, that 1t defervesto be com-
ply'd with, and rtequires that every argu-
ment be produc’d, which may tend to their
fatisfaltion, and every objection remov’d,
which may ftop them in their reafoning,

I Have often oblervd, that, befide
caufe and effet, the two relations of re-
femblance and contiguity, are to be confi-
der'd as affcciating principles of thought,
and as capable of conveying the imagina-
tion from one idea to another. I have alfo
obferv’d, that when of two objelts cornec-

ted
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ted together by any of thefe relations, one SEcCT.

is immediately prefent to the memory or 1X,

. : , . NN
fenfes, not only the mind is convey'd to its of e -
co-relative by means of the affociating prin- /2% ¢
: . : : . ther rela-
ciple ; but likewife conceives it with an ad- tious and
ditional force and vigour, by the united o- "Zﬁf” -
peration of that principle, and of the prefent

impreffion, All this I have obfervd, in order
to confirm by analogy, my explication of

our judgments concerning caufe and effett.
But this very argument may, perhaps, be
tarn’d againft mie, and inftead of a confir-
mation of my hypothefis, may become an
objection to it. For it may be faid, that
if all the parts of that hypothefis be true,

viz. that thele three {pecies of relation are
deriv'd from the fame principles; #har
their effelts 1n inforcing and inlivening our
ideas are the fame; and #haf belief is no-
thing but a more forcible and vivid concep-
tion of an idea; it fhov’d follow, that that
aCtion of the mind may not only be deriv'd
from the relation of caufe and effe®, but
alfo from thofe of contiguity and refem-
blance. But as we find by experience,
that belief arifes only from caufation, and
that we can draw no inference from one
obje¢t to another, except they be conneéted
by this relation, we may conclude, that

there
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PARrT there is fome error in that reafoning, which

HI. leads us into fuch difficulties.

Of ro. T HIS 1s the objection; let us now con-

fiéa ex¢ fider its folution. “Tis evident, that what-
b ever is prefent to the memory, ftriking up-
on the mind with a vivacity, which re-
fembles an immediate impreffion, muft be-
come of confiderable moment in all the o-
perations of the mind, and muft eafily di-
ftinguifh itfelf above the mere fictionsof the
imagination. Of thefe impreffions or 1deas
of the memory we form a kind of {yftem,
comprehending whatever we remember to
have been prefent, either to our internal
perception or fenfes; and every particular
of that frftem, join'd to the prefent im-
prefiions, we are pleas’d to call a realy.
But the mind ftops not here. For finding,
that with this {yftem of perceptions, there
is another connected by cuftom, or if you
will, by the relation of canfe or effelt, it
proceeds to the confideration of their ideas;
and zs 1t feels that 'ts’in a manner necefla-
rily determin’d to view thefe particular ideas,
and that the cuftom or relation, by which
1t 13 determin'd, admits not of the lcaft
change, it forms them into a new f{yftem,
which it likewife dignifies with the title of
reaiziies.  'The firft of thefe fyftems is the

object
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object of the memory and fenfes; the fe-SecT.

cond of the judgment. IX.

: : L . 1. N
T1s this latter principle, which peoples of 2, .2

the world, and brings us acquainted with /2% -
{uch exitences, as by their removal in time fipns and
and place, lie beyond the reach of the fenfes 7" -
and memeory. By means of it I paint the
univerfe in my Imagination, and fix my at-
tention on any part of it I pleafe. I form
an 1dea of Rome, which-I neither fee nor
remember ; but which is conne@ed with
fach impreflions as I remember to have re-
ceived from the converfation and books of
travellers and hiftorians, This idea of Rome
{ place 1n a certain fituation -on the idea of
an obje¢t, wiich [ call the globe. I join
to it the conception of a particular govern-
ment, and religion, and manners, [ look
backward and confider its firft foundation ;
its feveral revolutions, fucceffes, and misfor-
tunes,  All this; and every thing elfe, which
I believe, are nothing but ideas; tho’ by
their force and {etiled order, arifing from
cuftom and the relation of caufe and effeét,
they diftinguith themfelves from the other
ideas, which are merely the offspring of the
Imagination.

As to the 1nfluence of contiguity and

refemblance, we may obferve, that if the
VoL, L O Con-
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£ 1 r T contigious and refembling object be com-
IL orehended in this fyftem of realities, there
O~ is no doubt but thefe two relations will
f;ffs?; ard gffift that of caufe and effe®, and in-
}g_m' fix the related idea with more force in the
imagination. 'This I fhall enlarge upon
prefently.  Mean while I fhall carry my ob-
fervation a ftep farther, and aflert, that even

where the related object is but feign'd, the

relation will ferve to enliven the idea, and
encreafe 1ts influencc. A poet, no doubt,

will be the better able to form a ftrong de-
{cription of the Elfan fields, that he |
prompts fis imagination by the view of a |

eoutiful meadow or garden; as at another |
time he may by his fancy place himfelf in |
the midft of thefe fabulous regians, that by |
the feign'd contiguity he may enliven his |
imagination.

Bu T tho' I cannot altogether exclude
the relations of refemblance and contiguity
from operating cn the fancy in this manner,
’tis obfervable that, when fingle, their in-
fluence is very feeble and uncertain. A
the relation of caufe and effect is requifite
to perfuade us of any real exiftence, {o is ths
perfuafion requifite to give force to thefe o-
ther relations. For where upon the appeat-

ance of an impreflion we not only feign
anothes
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another object, but likewife arbitrarily, and SEcT.
of our mere good-will and pleafure give it XL
a particular relation to the impreflion, this m
can have but a {mall effe&t upon the mind ,ﬁf: f{: o
nor is there any reafon, why, upon the re- tions and
turn of the fame impreflion, we fhou’d be ﬁf" ha-
determin’d to place the fame object in the
fame relation to it. There is no manner of
neceffity for the mind to feign any refem-
bling and contiguous objects; and if it
feigns fuch, there is as little neceflity for it
always to confine itfelf to the fame, without
any difference or variation, And indeed
fucha fition 1s founded on fo little reafon,
that nothing but pure caprice can determine
the mind to form it; and that principle be~
ing fluctuating and uncertain, ’tis impoffi-
ble it can ever operate with any confidera-
ble degree of force and conftancy. The
mind forfees and anticipates the change;
and even from the very firft inftant feels the
. loofenefs of 1ts actions, and the weak hold
it has of its objects. And as this imperfec-
tion is very fenfible inevery fingle inftance,
it {hill encreafes by experience and ob-
fervation, when we compare the f{everal in-
flances we may remember, and form a ge-
neral rule againit the repofing any aflurance
In thofe momentary glimpfes of light, which

O 2 arife
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ParT arife in the imagination from a feign'd re.
HL  femblance and contiguity.
ortoe. T relation of caufe and effe@ hasall
kize ard the oppofite advantages, The obje@s it pre-
}_,m fents are fixt and unalterable, -The impref-
fions of ithe memory never change in any
confiderable ‘degree ; and each imprefiion
draws along with it a precife idea, which
takes its place in the imagination, as fome-
thing {olid and real, certain and invarieble.
The thought is always detertmn’d to pafs
from the impreflion to the 1dea, and ‘from
that particular 1mpreflion to ‘thdt particu-
lar idea, withoutany choice-or hefitation.
B u T not content with removing this ob-

jection, I {hall endeavour-to extract from it
aq proof of the prefent do¢trine. "Contigui-

ty and refemblance bave an effet much in-
ferior to caufation; bat flill have {fome ef-
fe&t, and augment the conviftion of any
opinion, and the vivacity of any cenception.
If this can be prov'd in feveral new inftances,
befide what we have already obferv’d, ’twill
‘be allow’d no inconfiderable argument, that
belief s nothing but a lively-1dea related to
a prefent 1mpreffion.

T o begin with contiguity ; it has been
remark’d among the Aabometans-as well 1
Chrifftians, that thofe prigrims, ‘Who - have

| feen
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feen MEcca orthe HorLy Lanp are ever SgcTe
after more faithful and zealous believers, 1X.
than thofe who have not had that advantage. m
A man, whofe memory prefents him with fec#sof o-

. . : ther rela-
a lively image of the Red-Sea, and the De- ;,,; ang
fert, and Ferufalem, and Galilee, can never ﬂgﬁf" ha-

o , 15,

doubt of any miraculous events, which are

related either by Mofes or the Evangelifis.
The lively idea of the places pafles by an

eafy tranfition to the falts, which are fup-
pos'd to have been related to them by con-
tiguity, and encreafes the belief by encrea~
fing the vivacity of the conception. The
remembrance of thefe fields and rivers has
the fame influence on the vulgar as a new
argument ; and from the fame caufes,

W E may form a like obfervation con-
cerning  7efemblance.  'We have remark’d,
that the conclufion, which we draw from a
prefent object to 1ts abfent canfe or effedt,
is never founded on any qualities, which
we obferve 1n that object, confider'd in it-
felf ; or, in other words, that ’tis impoflible
to determine, otherwife than by experience,
what will refult from any phznomenon, or
what has preceded it. But tho this be
fo evident 1n itfelf, that 1t {eem’d not
to require any proof; yet fome philofo-
phers have imagin’d that there is an appa-

O 3 rent
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P AR T rent caufe for the communication of mo-
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tion, and that a reafonable man might im-
mediately infer the motion of one body from
the impulie of another, without having re-
courfe to any paft obfervation, That this
oputon 1s falfe will admit of an eafy proof,
For1if fuch an inference may be drawn mere-
ly from the ideas of body, of motion, and
of impulfe, it muft amount to a demon-
itratton, and muft imply the abfolute im-
pofhibility of any contrary fuppofition. Eve-
ry eitelt, then, befide the communication
of motion, implies a formal contradittion;
and ’tis impoflibie not only that it can exift,
but allo that it can be conceiv’d. But we
may fcon fatisty ourfzlves of the contrary,
by forming a clear and confiftent idea of one
body’s moving upon another, and of its reft
immediately upon the contact; or of its re-
turning back in the fame line, in which it
came; or of its annthilation ; or circular or
elliptical motion : and in fhort, of an infinite
number cf other changes, which we may
{fuppefe it to undergo. Thefe fuppoﬁtioﬁs
are 2l confiftent and natural: and the rea-
{on, why weimagine the communication of
moticn to be more confiftent and natural
not only than thofe fuppofitions, but alfo
than any other natural effect, is founded on

the
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the relation of refemblance betwixt the caufe SEc T,
and effect, which is here united to experi- 1X.
ence, and binds the objects in the clofeft W}’
and moft intimate manner to each other, {o/4%7>
as to make us 1magine them to be abfolute- tions and
ly infeparable. Refembiance, then, has the iﬂffr G
fame or a parallel influence with experience ,
and as the only immediate effect of expe-
rience 1s to affociate our 1ideas together, it
follows, that all belief arifes from the affo-
ciation of ideas, according to my hypothefis,

"T' 15 univerfally allow’d by the writers on
optics, that the eye at all times fees an equal
number of phyfical points, and that a man
on the top of a mountain has no larger an
image prefented to his fenfes, than when he
is coop’d up in the narroweit court or cham-
ber. ’Tis only by experience that he infers
the greatnefs of the obje from fome pecu-
liar qualities of the image; and this infe-
rence of the judgment he confounds with
{enfation, as 1s common on other occafions.
Now ’tis evident, that the inference of the
judgment is here much more lively than
what is ufual in our common reafonings, and
that a man has a more vivid conception of
the vaft extent of the ocean from the image
he receives by the eye, when he ftands on

ibe top of the high promontory, than mere-
O 4 ly
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PART ly from hearing the roaring of the waters,
1L He feels a more fenfible pleafure from its

Vatal
OFf Frp-r-

leds erd lively idea: And he confounds his yadg-

]

- rx
}‘u LG

;if}’.

magnificence ; which is a proof of a more

men: with fenfation; which s another
proot of it. But as the inference is equally cer-

m and immediate in both cafes, this fupe-
TIOT vivacity of our coneeption in one cafe
can procesd fromy nothing but this, that in
drawing an inference from the fight, be-
fide the cuffomary contunétion, there is al-
fo a refemblance betwixt the image and the
object we infer ; which firengehens the re-
fation; and conveys the vivacity of the im-
preflion to the related idea with an eafier
arid more natural movement,

N o weaknefls of human nature 15 more
univerial and conipicuous than what wé coms-
monly ca:l CREDULITY, or a too eafy
faith 1n the teftimony of others; and this
veaknels 1s alfo very paturally accounted for
from the influence of refemblance. When
we receive any matter of fa& upon human
teftimony, our faith arifes from the very
iame origin as our inferences from caufes
to effete, and from effeGts to caufes: nor
15 there any thing but our experience of the
governing principles of human nature, which
can give us any aflurance of the veracity of

INEI,
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men, But tho’ experience be the true ftan- SE ¢ 1.
durd of this, as well as of alf other judg- 1X.
. A Vo W

ments, we feldom regulate ourfelves entire- o s, .r:
ly by it; but have a remarkable propenfisy /%% o~
to belicve whatever 1s reported, even con~ tions and
cerning apparitions, enchantments, and pro- orser ba-
digies, however contrary to daily experience
and obfervation, The words or dilcourfes
of others have an intimate connexion with
certain deas in their mind; and thefe ideas
have alfo 2 connexion with the fa&s or ob-
jeCts, which they reprefent. This latter
connexion 13 generally much over-rated, and
commands our aflent beyond what exper-
ence will juftify ; which can proceed from
nothing befide the refemblance betwixt the
ideas and the falts. Other effedts only point
out theit caufes in an oblique manner; but
the teftimony of men does it direitly, and
i to be confider'd as an image as well as
an effet.  No wonder, therefore, we are
fo rath in drawing our inferences from it,
and are lefs guided by experience in our
judgments concerning it, than in thofe up-
on any other {ubject.

A's refemblance, when conjoin’d with
caufation, fortifies our reafonings; fo the
want of it in any very great degree is
able almoft entirely to deftroy them, Of

this
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ParT this there is a remarkable inftance in the
HL univerfsl careleflnefs and fupidity of men

Of ko With Tegard to a future flate, where they

;f_‘;’i ;_—'f‘f thow as obftinate an incredulity, as they
It do a blind credulity on other occafions.
There is not indeed a more ample matter
of wonder to the ftudious, and of regret
to the pious man, than to obferve the neg-
ligence of the bulk of mankind concern-
ing their approaching condition; and ’tis
with reafon, that many eminent theologians
have not {crupled to affirm, that tho’ the
volgar have no formal principles of infide-
lity, yet they are really infidels in their
hearts, and have nothing like what we can
call a belief of the eternal duration of their
{ouls. For let us confider on the one hand
what divines have difplay’d with fuch elo-
quence concerning the importance of eter-
nity ; and at the fame time reflet, that tho
in matters of rhetoric we ought to lay
cur account with fome exaggeration, we
muft in this cafe allow, that the ftrongeft
ficures are infinitely inferior to the fubject:
And after this let us view on the other hand
the prodigious fecurity of men in this par-
ticular : I afk, if thefe people really believe
what 15 inculcated on them, and what they
pretend to afirm; and the anfwer 15 obvi-
ouflv
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oufly in the negative. As belief is an a&kSecT.
of the mind arifing from cuftom, %s not IX.

, , y VN
ftrange the want of refemblance thou’d over- gf
throw what cuftom has eftablifh’d, and di- 7¢% o
minifh the force of the idea, as much as that t:'z;)m and
latter principle encreafes it. A future ftate -
s {fo far remov’d from our comprehenfion,

and we have {fo obfcure an idea of the man-
ner, in which we fhall exift after the dif-
folution of the body, that all the reafons
we can 1avent, however ftrong in them-
felves, and however much affifted by edu-
cation, are never able with flow imaginations

to furmount this difficulty, or beftow a fuf-
ficient authority and force on the idea. I

rather choofe to afcribe this incredulity to
the faint idea we form of our future condi-
tion, derivid from its want of refemblance

to the prefent life, than to that deriv’d from
its remotenefs. For I obferve, that men

are every where concern’d about what may

happen after their death, provided it regard
this world; and that there are few to whom

their name, their family, their friends, and

their country are in any period of time en-
tirely indifferent.

A N D indeed the want of refemblance in
tnis cafe {o entirely deftroys belief, that ex-
cept thofe few, who upon cool reflection on

the
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PART the importance of the fubject, have taken

13

A

care by repeated meditatien to imprin_t n

Of ks their minds the arguments for a future flate,
ledze and there {carce are any, who believe the im-

prsbabi-
irg.

mortality of the foul with a true and eftab-
lith’d judgment; fuch as is deriv'd from the
teftimony of travellers and hiftorians, This
appears very confpicuoufly wherever men
have occafion to compare the pleafures and
pains, the rewards and punifhments of this
life with thofe of a future; even tho’ the
cafe do=s not concern themfelves, and there
1s no violent paffion to difturb their judg-
meit. 'The Roman Catholicks are certainly
the moit zealous of any fect in the chrittian
world; and yet you'll find few among the
more {enfible people of that communion,
who do not blame the Gunpowder-treafin,
and the maflacre ot St. Bartholeinew, as cruel
and barbarous, tho’ proje¢ted or executed
againft thofe very people, whom without
any {cruple they condemn to cternal and
whinite punithments,  All we can fay in ex-
cufc for this inconfiftency s, that they really
do not believe what they affirm concerning
a future flate ; nor is there any better proof
of it than the very inconfiftency.

W e may add to this a remark ; that in

matiers of religion men fake a pleafure in
being
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being terrify’d, and that no preachers are fo SE:CT.
popular, as thofe who excite the moft &if- 1X.

mal and gloomy paffions. In the common o the

. 1 . _ effelts of
affairs of life, where we feel and are pene o

11’9.1'.33 Wlth the ’fOlid lty Of fhe ifubjetf’c, ‘NO~ tions and
thing can be mere difagreedble thanifear and otber b
terror 3 and ’tis -only 1n dramatic perfor-
mances and 'in religious difeourfes, that they

ever oive pleafure. 1In thefe latter cafes the
ifnagination repofes itfclf indolently on ‘the

idea ; and the paffion, being foften’d by the
want-of belief in the fubject, has no more

thdn the agreeable effe& of enlivening the
mind, and ‘fixing the attention,

Tue prefent hypothefis will receive additi-
onal confirmation, if we examine the effeéts of
other kinds of cuftom, as well as “of other
relations, To underftandthis we muft con-
fider, that cuftom, to which T attribute all
belief and reafoning, may operate upon the
‘mind in ‘Invigorating an idea after two fe-
veral ‘ways. For fuppofing that in all paft
‘experience we have found two objets to'have
been ‘always conjoind together, ’tis evident,
‘that upon the appearance of one of thefe
objelts in-an'impreflion, we muft from cuf-
tom make an eafy ‘tranfition to the idea of
‘that obje®, which ufually attends it; and
‘by means of the prefent impreflion-and eafy

tranfition
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PARrT tranfition muft conceive that idea in a ftronger
Il and more lively manner, than we do any
3;2.: loofe floating image of the fancy, But let
f_'fd%f g?d us next fuppofe, that a mere idea alone,
fr;a " without any of this curicus and almoft ar-
tificial preparation, fhou’d frequently make
its appearance in the mind, this idea muft
by degrees acquire a facility and force; and
both by its firm hold and eafy introduction
diftinguith 1tfelf from any new and unufual
idea. 'This is the only particular, in which
thefe two kinds of cuftom agree; and if it
appear, that their eflets on the judgment
arc fimilar and proportionable, we may cer-
tainly conclude, that the foregoing explica-
tion of that faculty is fatistattory. But can
we doubt of this agresment in their influence
on the judgment, when we confider the na-

ture and effetsof EDUCATION ?

A 11 thofe opinions and notions of things,
to which we have been accuftom’d from
our infancy, take fuch deep root, that ’tis
impoffible for us, by all the powers of rea-
fon and experience, to eradicate them ; and
this habit not only approaches in its influ-
ence, but even on many occafions prevails
over that which arifes from the conftant and
Infeparable union of caufes and effects. Here
we muft not be contented with faying, that

the
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the vividnefs of the idea produces the belief: S ¢ T.

We muft maintain that they are individu- 1X.

ally the fame, The frequent repetition of o the of-
» » . » ’ . . ) Eﬂ: fgf‘a_
any idea infixes it in the imagination ; but felks of -

cow'd never poflibly of itfelf produce belief, tions and
if that a& of the mind was, by the original 7" ha-

conftitution of our natures, annex’d only to -
a reafoning and comparifon of ideas. Cul-
tom may lead us into f{ome falfe compa-
rifon of ideas. 'This 1s the utmoft effe@® we
can conceive of it. But ’tis certain it cou’d
never {upply the place of that comparifon,

nor produce any act of the mind, which
naturally belong’d to that principle,

A pERsoN, that has loft a leg or an
arm by amputation, endeavours for a long
time afterwards to ferve himfelf with them.
After the death of any one, ’tis a common
remark of the whole family, but efpecially
of the fervants, that they can {carce believe
him to be dead, but ftif imagine him to
bein his chamber or in any other place,
where they were accuftom’d to find him.
I have often heard in converfation, after
talking of a perfon, that is any way cele-
brated, that one, who has no acquaintance
with him, will fay, I have never feen fuch-a-

one, but almoff fancy I have 5 fo often bave I
peard
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P arT heard talk of bim. All thefe are parallel in-
1. ftances.

Sf\r\f I -we confider this argument from edy-

kedgz ard ¢gtron in a-praper light, twill appear very con-

}‘vra aﬁz-

.  wincing; and the more fo, that *tis founded
on one of the moft common phenomena,

that 1s any where to be met with. T am
perfuaded, ‘that -upon examination we fhall
find more than one *half of thofe opinions,
that prevail among mankind, to be owing
to education, -and that the principles, which
are -thus +mplicitely embrac’d, over-ballance
thofe, which are owing either to abftralt
reafoning or experience. As liars, by the
frequent repetition of their:lies, come at laft
to remember them ; {o “the judgment, or
rather ‘the imagination, by the like means,
may ‘have ideas fo ftrongly imprinted on it,
and conceive ‘them in {fo full a light, that
they may operate upon the mind in the
{fame -manner with thofe, ‘which the fenfes,
memory or reafon prefent to -us. But as
education is an artificidl and not a natural
canfe, and as its-maxims are frequently con-
trary to reafon, and even to themfelves in
different -times and places, 1t 1s never upon
that account recogniz’d by philofophers;
tho’ in reality it ‘be built- almoft on "the
fame foundation of cuftom and repetition

as
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as our reafonings from caufes and effects *.
SECT. X
Of the influence of belief.

UT tho' education be difclaim’d by SECT.
philofophy, as a fallacious ground of &
aflent to any opinion, 1t prevails neverthelefs

in the world, and is the caufe why all fyf-

tems are apt to be rejefted at firft as new
and unufual. This perhaps . will be the fate

of what I ‘have here advanc’d concerning
belref, and tho’ the proofs I have produc’d

appear to me perfectly conclufive, I expect
not to make many profelytes to my opi-
nion,. Men  will fcarce ever be perfuaded,
that effeCts of fuch confequence can flow from
principles, which are feemingly fo inconfi-
derable, and that the far greateft part of our
reafonings with all our actions and paffions,

* In general we may obferve, that as our affent to all
probable reafonings is founded on the vivacity of ideas, it re-

fembles many of thofe whimfies and prejudices, which are re-
jefted under the opprobrious characer of being the offspring
of the imagination, By this expreffion it appears that the
word, imagination, iscommonly us’d in two different fenfes ;
and tho’ nothing be more contrary to true philofophy, than:
this inaccuracy, yet in the following reafonings 1 have often
been oblig’d to fall intoit, When I oppofe the imagination
to the memory, I mean the faculty, by which we form our
fainter ideas. When I oppofe it to reafon, I mean the fame
faculty, "excluding only our demonftrative and probable “rea-
fonings. When [ oppofe it to neither, "tis indifferent whether
it be taken in the larger or more limited fenfe, or ‘at leaft
the context will fufficiently explain the meaning.

- Yor. L P can
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can be derivid from nothing but cuftom and
habit. 'To obviate this objection, I fhall here
anticipate a little what wou’d more properly
fall under our confideration afterwards, when
we come to treat of the paffions-and the
fenfe of beauty. |
TuerEe is implanted in the human mind
a perception of pain and pleafure, as the chief
{pring and moving principle of all its actions.
But pain and pleafure have two ways of mak-
ing their appearance in the mind ; of which
theone haseffe@svery different-from the other.
They may either appear in imprefiion to the
aGual fecling, or only in idea, as at prefent
when I mention them, Tis evident the influ-
ence of thefe upon ouractions is far from being
equal. Impreffions always actuate the foul,
and that in the higheft degree; bnt ’tis not
every idea which has the fame effe@. Na-
ture has proceeded with caution in this cafe,
and feems to have carefully avoided the in-
conveniences of two extremes. Did _i_m‘piref-
fions alone influence the will, we fhould
every moment of our lives bedubject to the
ercateft calamities ; ‘becaufe, tho’ we forefaw
their approach, we fhould not be provided by
pature with any principle ,of 2&ion, .which
might impel usto. avoid them. On the. other
hand, did every ddea influence .our.adtions,
QUE
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our condition would not be much mended.SecT,
For {uch i1s the unfteadinefs and activity of X.
thought; that the images of every thing W

efpecially of goods and evils, are alwaygﬂm ce of
belitf-
wandering in the mind; and were it mov'd

by every idle conception of this kind, it
would never enjoy a moment’s peace and
tranquillity.

NATURE has, therefore chofen a me-

dium, anid has neither beftow’d on every idea
of good and evil the power of actuating the
will, nor yet has entirely excluded them from
this influence. Tho' an idle fiction has no
efficacy, yet we find by experience; that
the ideas of thofe objects, which we believe
either are or will be exiftent, produce in a
lefler degree the fame effet with thofe im-
preflions, which are lmmedxately prefent to
the fenfes and perception, The effed, then,
of belief is to raife up a fimple idea to an
equality with our impreffions, and beftow
“on it a like influence on the patiions. This
effett it can only have by making an idea
approach an impreflion in force and vivacity.
For as the different degrees of force make all
the original difterence betwixt an impreffion
and an idea, they muft of confequence be the
fource of all the differences in the effelts of
thefe perceptions, and their removal, in whole
P a O



212 A Treatife of Human Nature.
P AR T orin part, thecaufe of every new refemblance
VE,I‘;‘ they acquire. Wherever we can make an idea
OF inse- 2pproach the impreflions in force and vivacity,
;‘gi i it will likewife imitate them in its influence
Jit, on the mind ; and vice verfz, where it imi-
tates them 1 that influence, as ‘in the pre-
fent cafe, this muft proceed from its ap.
proaching them in force and vivacity. Be-
lief, therefore, fince it caufes an idea to imi-
tate the effeCts of the impreflions, muft make
it refemble them in thefe qualities, and s
nothing but a more vivid and intenfé concep-
tion of any 1dea. 'This, then, may both ferve
as an additional argument for the prefent {yf-
tem, and may give us a notion after what
manner our reafonings from caufation are able
to operate on the will and paffions.
As belief 1s almoft abfolutely requifite to
the exciting our paflions, fo the paffions i
their turn are very favourable to belief; and
not only {uch falls as convey agreeable emo-
tions, but very often fuch as give paim,
do upon that account become more readily
the objects of faith and opinion. A coward,
whofe fears are eafily awaken’d, readily ai-
{fents to every account of danger he mects
with; as a perfon of a forrowful and melan-
choly difpofition is very credulous of every

thing, that nourithes ‘his prevailing patiion
When
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When any affeCting obje 1s prefented, it SecT.

gives the alarm, and excites immediately a X,
degree of its proper paffion ; efpecially in W
perfons who are paturally inclined to that fuece of

paffion.  This emotion paffes by an eafy belie.
tranfition to the imagination; and diffufing
itfelf over our idea of the affeting objeét,
makes us form that idea with greater force
and vivacity, and confequently aflent to it,
according to the precedent fyftem. Admi-
ration and furprize have the fame effeét as
the other paflions ; and accordingly we may
obferve, that among the vulgar, quacks and
projectors meet with a more eafy faith upon
account of their magnificent pretenfions, than
if they kept themfelves within the bounds of
moderation. The firft aftonithment, which
naturally attends their miraculous relations,
{preads itfelf over the whole foul, and fo vi-
vifies and enlivens the idea, that it refembles
the inferences we draw from experience, This
s 2 myftery, with which we may be alrea-
dy a little acquainted, and which we fhall
have farther occafion to be let into in the
progrefs of this treatife.
. ArTER this account of the influence of
belief on the paffions, we fhall find lef
difficulty in explaining its effe®s on the
magination, however extraordinary they

Pz may
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ParT may appear. "Tis certain we cannot take

I11.
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ledze and
Praéaéff

-

pleafure in any difcourfe, where our judg-
ment gives no aflent to thofe images which

¢ are prefented to our fancy. The converfa-

tion of thofe, who have acquir'd a habit of
lymcr tho' in affairs of no moment, never
gives any fatisfaCtion ; and that becaufe thofe
ideas they prefent to us, not being attended
with belief, make no impreffion upon the
mind. Poets themfelves, tho’ liars by pro-
feflion, always endeavour to give an air of
truth to their fiCtions ; and where that is to-

tally negletted, their performances, however
ingenious, will never be able to afford much
pieafure. In fhort, we may obferve, that
even when 1deas have no manner of influence
on the will and paffions, truth and reality
are {till requifite, in order to make them en-
tertaining to the imagination.

But if we compare together all the phe-
nomena that cccur on this head, we fhall

find, that truth, however neceﬁafy it may
feem in all works of genius, has no other
effeCt than to procure an eafy reception for
the ideas, and to make the mind acquiefce
in them with fatisfaCtion, or at leaft without
reluctance. But as this is an effe®, which
may eafily be fuppofed to flow from that fo-

lidity
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lidity and force, which, according to my SEcT.
fyftem, attend thofe ideas that are eftablith’d  X.
by reafonings from caufation ; 1t follows, that m |
all the influence of belicf upon the fancy Jwre o
may be explained from that fyftem, Ac-
cordingly we may obferve, that wherever that
influence arifes from any other principles be-

fide truth or reality, they {upply its place,

and give an equal entertainment to the ima-
gination.  Poets have form’d what they call

a poetical fyftem of things, which tho’ it be
believ'd neither by themfelves nor readers, is
commonly efteem’d a {ufficient foundation for

any fiction. We have been {fo much accuftom’d

to the names of MARs, JurPITER, VENUS,

that in the {fame manner as education infixes

any .opinion, the conftant repetition of thefe

ideas makes them enter into the mind with
facility, and prevail upon the fancy, without

influencing the judgment, In like manner
tragedians always borrow their fable, or at

leaft the names of their principal aGors, from
lome known paffage in hiftory; and that not
in order to deceive the fpectators; for they
will frankly confefs, that truth is not in any
circumftance inviolably obferved ; but in or-
der to procure a more cafy reception into the
imagination for thofe extraordinary events,
which they reprefent. But this is a precau-

P4 tion,
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P A r T tion, which is not required of comic pocts,
HL  whofe perfonages and incidents, being of a

B}‘;@}_J more familiar kind, enter eafily into the con-

;ﬁ;ﬁ&’ ception, and are received without any fuch

iy,  formality, even tho’ at firft fight they be
known to be ficlitious, and the pure off-
fpring of the fancy.

T u 1s mixture of truth and falthood in
the fibles of tragic poets not only ferves our
prefent purpofe, by fhewing, that the ima-
gination can be fatisfy’d without any abfolute
belief or affurance; but may in another view
be regarded as a very ftrong confirmation of
this fyffem. ’Tis evident, that poets make
ufe of this artifice of borrowing the names
of their perfons, and the chief events of their
poems, from hiftory, in order to procure a
moré eafy reception for the whole, and caufe
it to make a deeper impreflion on the fancy
and affeCtions. The feveral incidents of the
piece acquire a Kind of i'elation-by being uni-
ted into one poem or reprefentation ; and if
any of thefe incidents be an object of belief,
if beftows a force and vivacity on the others,
which are related to 1t. 'The vividnefs of
the firft conception diffufes itfelf along the
relations, and 13 convey'd, as by {o many
pipes or canals, to every idea that has any
communication with the primary one. This,

indeed,
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indeed, can never amount to a perfet aflur- SE ¢ T.
rance; and that becaufe the union among X.
the ideas'ss, 1n a manner, accidental: But W
fhll it approaches fo near, in its influence, Jg:fi’;“f
2s may convince us, that they are derivd
from the fame origin. Belief muft pleafe
the imagination by means of the force and
vivacity which attends it ; fince every idea,
which has force and vivacity, is found to be
agrecable to that faculty.
T o confirm this we may obferve, that
the affiftance is mutual betwixt the judgment
and fancy, as well as betwixt the judgment
and paffion ; and that belief not only gives
vigour to the imagination, but that a vigorous
and ftrong imagination is:of all talents the
moft proper to procure belief and authority,
'Tis difficult for us to withold our aflent
from what is painted out to us in all the co-
lours of eloquence; and the vivacity pro-
duc’d by the fancy 1s in many. cafes greater
than that which arifes from cuftom and expe-
rience.  We are hurried away by the lively
imagination of our author or companion;
and even he himfelf is often a vi&tim to his
own fire and genius.
Nor willit be amifs to remark, that as
a lively imagination very often degenerates
into madnefs or folly, and bears it a great

refem-
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PART refemblance in its operations; fo they in-
L. fluence the judgment after the fame manner,
m and produce belief from the very fame prin-
;‘ﬁgi :’d ciples. When the imagination, from any
ky.  extraordinary ferment of the blood and {pi-
rits, acquires fuch a vivacity as diforders all

its powers and faculdies, there is no means of
diftinguithing bstwixt truth and falfhood ;

but every loofe fittion or idea, having the

fame influence as the imprefiions of the me-

mory, or the conclufions of the judgment,

15 receiv’d on the fame footing, and operates

with equal force on the paffions. A prefent
impreffion and a cuftomary tranfition are now

no lenger neceffary to inliven our ideas, Eve-

ry chimera of the brain is as vivid and 1~

tenfe as any of thofe inferences, which we
formerly dignify’d with the name of con-

clufions concerning matters of fact, and
fometxmes as the Prefent impreflions of the
fenfes. o> s v o Mase 2400
WE may obferve the ‘fame effe of poetry
in a leffer degree; only with this difference,
that the leaft refleGtion diffipates the illufions
of poetry, and places the objects in their
proper light. ’Tis however certain, that in
the warmth of a poetical enthufiafm, a poet

has a counterfeit belief, and even a kind of

vifion of his obje@ts: And if there be any
{hadow
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thadow of argument to fupport this belief, SECT.
nothing contributes more to his full con- X.

; . ol B
vittion than a blaze of poetical figures and of sk in.
images, which have their effet upon the /7%

_ belief
poet himfelf, as well as upon his readers. ~

SECT Xl
Of the probability of chances.

UT in order to beftow on this {yftem Sz c T,
its full force and evidence, we muft X
carry our eye from it 2 moment to confider VY
its confequences, and explain from the fame
principles fome other {pecies of reafoning,
which are derivid from the fame origin.

Tuose philofophers, who have divided
human reafon into knowledge and probability,
and have defin’d the firft to be that evi-
dence, which arifes from the comparifon of
ueas, are oblig’d to comprehend all our ar-
cuments from caufes or effe¢ts under the
general term of probability. But tho’ every
ane be free to ufe his terms in what fenfe
he pleafes ; and accordingly in the precedent
pact of this difcourfe, I have follow’d this
method of expreflion; ’tis however certain_
that in common difcourfe we readily affirm,

that
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