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TheL earning Objectivesfor themajor are consonant with the genera philosophy of Trinity College (http://
www.trinity.duke.edw/about/phil osophy.php), with more specific gui delines on education in gender-based
scholarshipinavariety of disciplines.

Knowledge studentsareexpected togain

Sudentswill gain aclear under standing of the maj or movementsof feminist thought and related
areasof thebody of knowledge making up thefield of Women'sSudies.

Thestrength of theMgjor isthat it offersstudents comprehensiveingtructionintherichinterdisciplinary traditions
of Women's Studies scholarship, and most importantly, itsemphasisonintersectiond, internationa, and
transnational approachesand perspectives. Such traditionsinclude materidist, liberd, critical race,
poststructurdist, postcolonid, queer, diasporic, and psychoandytic feminist scholarship. Themajor dsoexplains
the history of itself asahost of new objectsof study, modesof inquiry, and speculative projectshave comeinto
being, such that it isnolonger accurateto describe Women's Studies asthe study of women. We do study
women, but wea so study masculinity, sexudity, the historical emergenceof identity asaform of human sdlf-
recognition, the rel ationship between nation formation and gender systems, theforce and form of raceand
ethnicity. Weshow how feminismisahistorical movement and atradition of critical thought.

Program Methodologies

For anincreasingnumber of practitionersinthefield, includingmost of thefaculty in the program at
Duke, Women’s Studiesislessthe name of an object of sstudy—women—than a domain of inquiry
including avariety of methodologiesemployed to addressgender related issues.

Introductory coursesto Women's Studiesas an interdisciplinary field teach each student how to analyze gender
initscomplex intersectionwith race, class, and sexudlity. Thisisreferredtointhefield as”intersectionality.” By
forging connections between personal experienceand larger socid institutionsand practices, they orient students
toward acritical vocabulary that includes (but isnot limited to): the sex/gender ditinction; biological
determinism, ideol ogy, commodity culture, essentialism and socia construction; the sexua division of |abor;
colonization and postcolonidity; imperiaism, racidization; and heteronormativity. Thefidd employsavariety of
methodol ogiesboth drawn from the traditional disciplinesand atered when necessary for amore nuanced
theoretical understanding of gender than issometimes possiblewithin those methodologies. For example,
quantitative methodol ogiesrardly supply theformsof nuance necessary for an understanding of intersectionality.

Moreadvanced coursesinstruct studentsin @) interdisciplinary methodsfor understanding definitionsof culture,
ranging from anthropol ogy, sociology, political science, literature, and film; b) devel oping skillsinwriting across
thedisciplinesthrough atopical focusonissuescentral to contemporary gender studies. Inaddition, they ¢)
provide studentswith arich understanding of the eventsthat shape contemporary culture’ sportrayal of
feminism, both inthe USand asaglobal discourse about women and social change; d) orient studentsto
perform somecritique of these narratives. Itisour hopethat studentsunderstand both the strengthsand the
shortcomingsof the particular ways U.S. feminism has been executed, and to do so fromwithin abroader
historica understanding of thewestern critical frameworkson which feminism hasoften unconscioudly relied.
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Inthisregard, themajor contextualizesthe necessity, articulated throughout our undergraduate curriculum, of an
intersectional and post-U.S. nationa perspectivefor Women's Sudiesasan interdisciplinary field.

Development of I ntellectual Skills

Themajor trainsstudentsin critical thinkingin variousdisciplinary traditions, theethicsof

under standing disciplinary responsibility in order toconduct inter disciplinary work, and toattune
studentsin gender and related for msof analyses. Threeobjectivesof thissort of learning arecritical
thinking, ethical development and analysistechniques.

Asaninterdisciplinary field that explicitly focuses on theinterconnections between anumber of key questions
regarding the production of knowledge about gender anditssocid, political, material, technologica and
discursiveimplications, Women's Studiesis not organized according to discrete” subfields.” Assuch our core
faculty doesnot reflect such abreakdown. However, each of our corefaculty providesthe programwith
different methodol ogica approachesto engaging theintellectua skillsfor anayzing the dynamic articul ations of
gender in society, on the basis of research conducted in avariety of specific sitesof scholarly engagement.
Studentslearntowork with different expectationsof critica thinking andintellectua skillslikeclosereading,
archival work, anthropological field work, and different theoretical bodiesof knowledgefrom political science,
literature, psychol ogy, historiography, and philosophy. They a solearnthechalengesof bringing thesetogether
to allow the assumptionsof onedisciplineto be exposed, enhanced, or challenged by another.

I ndicator sof Achievement of Objective Goals

Demonstrating knowledge of thehistorical and philosophical trendsinthefield.

Understanding the scope and changeswithin thefield with an ability to assess strengths and weaknesses
of variouspositions, methods, and beliefs.

Being disciplinarily responsibleand understanding the strengthsand limitations of interdisciplinary work.

Assessment Methods

Capstone Experiences

Thefina classof the mgor gives studentsthe opportunity to producetheir own interdisciplinary research project
around compelling issuesin feminist studiesand providesacohort experiencefor each graduating class.
Studentsare assessed interms of their r eflectionson themaj or, which both assessestheir grasp of this
interdisciplinary field and hel psthefaculty to understand thestudents’ eval uation of themgor asawhole.
Studentsalso produce aportfolio to allow them to produce afinal project not just for the course but for the
Women's Studiesmgor.

Someyears, the courserequiresaportfolio. Theportfolioincludesameditative statement (4-5 pgs)
demondtrating critical thinking about the materialsin the portfolio indicating atheoretical intent. Other
componentsof the portfolio (10-15 pgsor their equivalent) include: asyllabusfor aWWomen's Studiescourse, a
new or revised academic paper that takesintellectua shape around theissuescovered inthiscourse, an oral



history, aperformance piece, amediaproject, or acritical travelogue. Intheearly part of the course, students
meet with the professor prior to submitting aprospectusoutlining plansfor the portfolio.

In addition to the portfolio, students participatein both class discussion and campus eventsaimed at deepening
understanding of Women's Studiesasaninterdisciplinary field. They work in collaborativeteamsto prepare
guestionsand lead classdiscussion as part of the participation component of thecourse. Thisallowsthemto
assesscollectively ontheir values, attitudes, and beliefsasthey have beeninfluenced by their interdisciplinary
work inWomen's Studies. Some professorsteaching the course requirecommunity ser vicethusactivating the
more practical responseto the academic sphere of the major and demonstrating how they have achieved skills
ineffective problem solving. By assessing the shortfalsof these techniquesthrough reading critical literature
that aertsthe studentsand thefaculty to potentid pitfalls, the problem solving framework isoften revealed to be
problematicinitsdf.

- Performances

A drag competition, highlighting understanding of gender performance, isheld every year and judged by
graduate students and associ ates of the Program. Therel ative sophisticated understanding of contemporary
theoriesof performanceisgauged through the student performance and their own narrative about how they
understand thefunction of their performance.

- HonorsThesis

Some students pursue an Honors Thesi's, which includesinput from and assessment by many members
of thefaculty. Students make public presentationsof their work before graduation each year. Professors
from multipledisciplinary backgroundsread thework and assesswhether it isboth responsibleto the
disciplinary protocols, and whether therange of approachesisadequateto thetopic.

- Presentation toAlumni
Undergraduates, a ongside graduate students and faculty members, have presented to the  umnae of
Women's Studiesfor thelast few yearson Women's Studiestoday.

- Faculty Assessment of Interdisciplinary Skills

Because each faculty member hasdifferent disciplinary training, an assessment of the skillsof the student as
they passthough the major alowsusto eva uate therelative success of earlier disciplinary and
interdisciplinary training and responsibility. Thisincludesratingsof student skillsby expertsin avariety
of fieldsand ininterdisciplinary terms.

ReportsRegarding Assessment Findings

In order to respect confidentiality, advisorsdo not share discussionswith students, but, whenthereisa
perceived problem, will assess papersfrom avariety of Women's Studies coursesto assessthe various skills of
critical thinking, writing, historica and theoretical understanding through the deployment and critical evaluation of
materialsdiscussed. Theadvisor dongwith the DUSand the DUS assistant will encourage studentstoretaina
portfolio of their papersfrom al Women's Studies coursesto reflect on and ultimately to represent thetrgjectory
of the careers so studentsreceive feedback at every turn.



