The deliberate and deadly attacks, which were carried out yesterday against our country, were more than acts of terror. They were acts of war. This will require our country to unite in steadfast determination and resolve. Freedom and democracy are under attack.  (President Bush)

The United States of America will use all our resources to conquer this enemy. We will rally the world. We will be patient. We'll be focused, and we will be steadfast in our determination. This battle will take time and resolve, but make no mistake about it, we will win.  (President Bush)

America is united. The freedom-loving nations of the world stand by our side. This will be a monumental struggle of good versus evil, but good will prevail.  (President Bush)

These acts of mass murder were intended to frighten our nation into chaos and retreat. But they have failed. Our country is strong. A great people has been moved to defend a great nation.   (President Bush)

Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America. These acts shatter steel, but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve. America was targeted for attack because we're the brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the world. And no one will keep that light from shining.   (President Bush)

Today, our nation saw evil, the very worst of human nature, and we responded with the best of America, with the daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers and neighbors who came to give blood and help in any way they could.  (President Bush)

Tonight, I ask for your prayers for all those who grieve, for the children whose worlds have been shattered, for all whose sense of safety and security has been threatened. And I pray they will be comforted by a power greater than any of us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 23: "Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for you are with me."  (President Bush)

This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for justice and peace. America has stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time. None of us will ever forget this day. Yet, we go forward to defend freedom and all that is good and just in our world. (President Bush)

"This is a tragedy that we thought would never happen," Giuliani said of the attack, which was accompanied by a similar attack on the Pentagon in Washington D.C. "This is an attack on America and our way of life," added Pataki. 
        But at least for the time being, the very contours of normalcy had been transformed. In the first week after September 11, there was much talk of a country changed forever. Out was the giddy worship of celebrity, a culture etched in the acid of irony, the consumerist lust for the perfect pair of shoes. In were tears, flags, firemen and “God Bless America.” A nation that had looked mostly inward since the end of the cold war began poring over maps of Afghanistan. (U.S. News and World Report)


        America at play turned into America at work, with a newfound sense of unity and purpose. In Philadelphia, in the intermission after the second period of a hockey game between the Flyers and the New York Rangers, the crowd watched the start of President Bush’s address to Congress on a large screen over the rink. When the players came back on the ice to resume the game, the television was turned off. But the fans erupted in a wild storm of protest, so the speech was turned back on and everyone watched till it was over. The third period was never played; the game ended in a 2-2 tie. In the new America, even sports bowed to statesmanship.  (U.S. News and World Report)

        But they failed utterly in their goal of destroying the spirit of this country. Unlike most traditional forms of patriotism, ours does not center directly on the land; the “spacious skies” and “amber waves of grain” are more about the idea of unlimited possibility and material bounty than the particular locations so sacred in other societies.  (U.S. News and World Report)

“Imagine the apocalypse. It’s worse.” 
       A police officer at New York City’s command center, referring to the dead buried under the rubble of the World Trade Center
        

       “The number of casualties will be more than any of us can bear.”
       New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, asked to estimate the number of people hurt in the World Trade Center attack


       “A lot of our brothers are missing. At least 100. We don’t know where they are.” 
       A New York firefighter, describing how most of the firefighters in his company had gone into the World Trade Center before the collapse—and not come out again

              “I saw about 15 people jump out [of the windows]. You’d hear a gasp in the crowd, and you’d look up, and the person would still fall for about 10 or 15 seconds. Some flailed their arms, some kept them straight.” 
       Eyewitness Jeremy Davids


"The city is going to survive, we are going to get through it," Giuliani said. "It's going to be very, very difficult time. I don't think we yet know the pain that we're going to feel when we find out who we lost, but the thing we have to focus on now is getting this city through this, and surviving and being stronger for it." 

A man isn’t supposed to cry. And yet in the Oval Office, President Bush teared up and said, "I am a loving guy, and I am also someone, however, who has got a job to do. This country will not relent until we have saved ourselves and others from the terrible tragedy that came upon America." 

Two days after the attacks at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, Virginia Sloan realized that if the terrorists wanted to attack American freedoms, they had got somewhere. "I was valet parking for dinner, and I had my hood and trunk and the inside of my car searched," says Sloan, executive director of the Constitution Project, a legal-issues organization in Washington. "Can we as Americans tolerate that? I think not." 

Even to innocents, the interrogation is unsettling. It entails a violation of privacy that most Americans would find objectionable. Beyond that, the system requires a degree of ethnic profiling that would be viewed here as bigoted. (U.S. News and World Report)

Maybe we can. Americans are generally unfriendly to security measures that intrude too much on their privacy. But that was before last week, before they saw the crematoriums in New York City and Washington and started to wonder if the next dive-bombing airliner could be aimed at them. If ever there was a time when they might be receptive to trimming their accustomed freedoms, that time is now.   (U.S. News and World Report)
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