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In the Islamic religion, the Koran is the sacred scripture by which all Muslims abide by.  It is considered to be the divine word of Allah as given to his last holy prophet Muhammad.  
Shortly after  Muhammad’s death, the ulema, who were considered the religious experts, formed the Koran by compiling a text full of the deeds and words of the prophet.  They regarded the Koran as a guideline for all Muslims to live by, and strictly followed its commandments and precedents (McNeill, 215-216).  However, there are also other recorded narrations that have been passed down from followers who lived with Muhammad and heard him say and do other things.  Many of these narrations were passed down through several generations by word of mouth until someone recorded them as text.  Some of these narrations are widely accepted, but others are seen as faulty and are not generally seen as valid. 

The text written by Al-Muttaqi’ Al-Hindi is an example of these narrations that had been passed to him through the generations that he decided to record.  The social and cultural climate of the world that he lived in the late 15th, early 16th century probably influenced his writings and actually provide a look into the mindset of many Muslims living in that era.  Al-Muttaqi’ al-Hindi was actually born in India, but lived in Mecca for a good portion of his life studying Islam.  His life reflects the impact that the Muslim conquest of India had on the religious system there.  Islam was very appealing to the lower citizens that lived in a kind of oppression in the Hindu caste system.  Many Hindus converted to Islam and the new religion quickly became integrated into the Indian society (McNeill, 248-249).  Al-Muttaqi’ al-Hindi was most likely a product of this environment, which explains his Islamic allegiance as opposed to his Indian background.  

The time in which he lived was also strife with warfare and military conquest.   The Muslim conquest of India brought a lot of Turkish people into the upper class Indian demographic.  The Turks had already infiltrated the Islamic political life in other Moslem lands such as Iran, Iraq and Syria, so India also had a similar fate.  However, these Turks behaved like aggressive mercenaries, and they spread the bounds of Islam greatly.  The Turks successfully invaded other areas such as Asia Minor, the current Ukraine and eventually conquered Constantinople in 1453 and essentially eradicated the Byzantine empire (McNeill, 240-241).  This aggressive, war-like culture is what Al-Muttaqi’ al-hindi was immersed in, and it probably heavily influenced his writings.  
In reading his record, one of the main points of emphasis is the fact that accomplishments in warfare are made equivalent and almost superior to divine salvation, and that every Muslim has a divine mandate to conquer the enemy.  The narration starts off with a paragraph that basically equates jihad (holy struggle) to prayer for Muslims.  Another passage states, “He who draws his sword in the path of God has sworn allegiance to God” (Lewis, 210).  It is clear to see the connection between the battlefield and divine favor.  Another quote says, “A day and a night of fighting on the frontier is better than a month of fasting and prayer” (Lewis, 211).  This quote actually speaks to one of the main tenets of the Islamic religion which requires them to fast and pray for the whole month of Ramadan.  Al-Muttaqi’ Al-hindi is actually elevating warfare above this pillar of Islamic faith.  It also says, “In Islam there are three dwellings, the lower, the upper, and the uppermost…The uppermost is the jihad in the cause of God, which only the best of them attain” (Lewis, 211).  There are many other passages throughout the narration that follow this pattern as well.  
Another point of emphasis that the text seems to make is the disdain for the cowardly or uncourageous.  One passage quotes, “He who when he dies has never campaigned or even intended to campaign dies in a kind of hypocrisy” (Lewis, 211).  This suggests that a person is a hypocrite if they don’t have some intent of entering into warfare.  Another passage states, “…he who loses his bearings at sea is like one who sheds his blood in the path of God” (Lewis, 211).  Many of these recordings often seem to be testing a person’s manhood and any concession or weakness is viewed as failure in the eyes of God. 
A third component of this narration is the elimination of the enemy or the outsiders.  There are a few passages that actually name different ethnic or religious groups that are perceived as the enemy.  For example, in one place it says, “Accursed be he who carries the Persian bow.  Keep to the Arab bow and to the lances by which God gives you power in these lands and gives you victory over your enemy” (Lewis, 211).   This passage actually discourages the use or incorporation of enemy weapons in the Islamic arsenal.  Another quote states, “Expel the Jews and the Christians from the Arabian peninsula” (Lewis, 212).  This is a direct order to essentially wipe out different religious groups from their land.  
This narration from Al-Muttaqi’ al-hindi can almost be seen as a recruitment letter for the military that would incite men to take up arms and fight for their god.  It gives men a divine purpose for engaging in warfare, as opposed to just conquering for land and possessions.  This account can also be applied in today’s world.  Many Islamic fundamentalists have the exact same mindset that is portrayed in these writings, and see themselves involved in a holy war that allows them to engage in terrorist activities.  Many of them have misconstrued the Koran and may have misinterpreted some sayings of the prophet Muhammad, but they still believe that they are supported by some sort of scriptural reference.  But just as it was back in the 15th century, the geopolitical status of the world often influences how men utilize their religion.  
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