Effects of Warfare in Islamic Beliefs

In the Islamic religion, the Koran is the sacred scripture by which all Muslims abide by.  Al-Muttaqi’ al-Hindi was actually born in India, but lived in Mecca for a good portion of his life studying Islam.  His life reflects the impact that the Muslim conquest of India had on the religious system there.  Al-Muttaqi’ al-Hindi was most likely a product of this environment, which explains his Islamic allegiance as opposed to his Indian background.  

The time in which he lived was also strife with warfare and military conquest.   This aggressive, war-like culture is what Al-Muttaqi’ al-hindi was immersed in, and it probably heavily influenced his writings.  

The narration starts off with a paragraph that basically equates jihad (holy struggle) to prayer for Muslims.  Another passage states, “He who draws his sword in the path of God has sworn allegiance to God” (Lewis, 210).  Al-Muttaqi’ Al-hindi is actually elevating warfare above this pillar of Islamic faith.  This passage actually discourages the use or incorporation of enemy weapons in the Islamic arsenal.  Another quote states, “Expel the Jews and the Christians from the Arabian peninsula” (Lewis, 212).  This narration from Al-Muttaqi’ al-hindi can almost be seen as a recruitment letter for the military that would incite men to take up arms and fight for their god.  It gives men a divine purpose for engaging in warfare, as opposed to just conquering for land and possessions.  
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