SOC 210: Introduction to Sociology

Norm Violation Project – 50 points

Sociologists utilize a variety of research methodologies for examining important questions about the social world.  Unfortunately, we do not have the time, resources, or skill sets to complete a project for each of the various methodologies.  There is one method that is readily available to us all and requires the keen use of our powers of observation, namely field methods.  In this course, you will complete a field work project either alone or in a small group of up to 4 others.  This project is intended to synthesize what you have learned in the classroom into a short research paper.  Keep in mind that you need to use your sociological vocabulary when describing your research question, the method, and your results.  The paper should be 5 to 7 pages in length double spaced.

Project Description

As a class, we will engage in collaborative norm violation project to determine how people react to the violation of a minor social norm, namely – personal space.  We will determine how people react when their personal space is violated in a non-threatening manner in a public space.  Specifically, we will select a few benches around campus and will determine how people react when we sit too close to them.  

After identifying benches in high-traffic areas we will informally observe “normal bench behavior.” Your goal at this stage is to observe and describe the normal behavior.  You must be aware of the normative behavior so that you can identify others’ responses to your violation of the norm.

Data Collection

With a partner, go to the scene of the planned violation and violate the norm.  Take note of others’ reactions and potential sanctions of your behavior.  Each dyad should engage in norm violation at least 20 times.  Taking turns, one partner will sit as close as possible to a stranger on a bench while the other partner records selected aspects of the interaction (reaction time, comments, looks, etc.).  Compile your notes from each violation episode and look for patterns or reactions or sanctions.  

Data Coding and Analysis

We will pool all the data from each dyad and then look for patterns.  In order for this to work, it is essential that we all record the same aspects of the interactions and do so identically (see the Coding sheet).  We will code and, when necessary, recode the data to conform to our analysis strategy (discussed in more depth later).

Communicating Your Findings

Each team will then write a paper about the experience.  The paper provides the reader with an introduction to the social norm and how it was violated, a description of the data and methods, a discussion of how the data are analyzed and conclusions drawn from the research.  We will discuss each of these sections in more detail in class, but you are, as always, welcome to schedule meetings with me at any time if you have questions.
