Coding for Personal Space Project

As we discussed in class, sociologists use a variety of research techniques to explore social phenomena.  Our class project involves the use of experimental research techniques to explore how people respond to your violation of minor social norm – personal space.  Your reading of the personal articles suggests that different types of people have different personal space requirements.  
Remember that sociologists generally conduct qualitative analyses or quantitative analyses.  In our project, we will use the latter.  Thus, we need to agree upon a set of rules for turning our description of the encounters into values for characteristics or observations.

Below is a list of the coding rules for your observations.  Once you complete the observations, take the time to code the characteristics of the experimenter, the target and the result of the norm violation (duration, reactions, etc.) according to these coding schemes.

ID
Each research team has a unique set of identification numbers.  Use these numbers to code each norm violation.  For instance, if your group numbers are 100-129 and you are on your 5th observation, the ID value for this observation is 104.

Sex of experimenter

Coding this variable is very simple.

If you violate the norm and you are MALE then Sex of Experimenter=1.

If you violate the norm and you are FEMALE then Sex of Experimenter=1.

· Male

1

· Female

2

Race of Experimenter

If you violate the norm and you are white then Race of Experimenter=1.

If you violate the norm and you are African-American then Race of Experimenter=2.

If you violate the norm and you are neither white or African-American then Race of Experimenter=3.

· White


1

· African-American
2

· Other


3

Time of Day

We may want to determine if time of day influences how much personal space people demand.

If you violate the norm in the morning then Time of Day=1.

If you violate the norm in the afternoon then Time of Day=2.

If you violate the norm in the evening then Time of Day=3.

· Morning
1

· Afternoon
2

· Evening
3

Day of Week

Again, perhaps individuals are more tolerant of personal space at different times of the week, so we need to be sure that record the day of the week.

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday

5

Saturday
6

Sunday
7

Location

We agreed on three locations for conducting the experiments and we want to be sure that our results are not misleading because some benches are frequented by more tolerant folks.  So, we will record the bench location of the norm violation.

· Phillips Hall

1

· Administration Bldg
2

· Student Center

3
Sex of Target

· Male

1

· Female

2

Race of Target

Make these decisions independently and then consult your partner for coding reliability.  Remember that this is really measuring perceived race, not actual race of target as we are not asking them to indicate their race.

· White


1

· African-American
2

· Other


3

Duration of Norm Violation

Use the video recording to ensure accuracy.  Check the counter from the time the experimenter sits down, until the target either a) leaves the bench, b) speaks to the experimenter, or 3) does nothing after 60 seconds.

So if the target says something to the researcher after 15 seconds the value is 15.  If the target does nothing after a minute, the value is 60.

