	BenchMark
	Pts
	Excellent
	Needs Work
	Weak

	Topic Submission
	5
	Submission paragraph includes at least 5 sentences that clearly outline the dependent variable (variable or culture component of interest) and provides a clear discussion of why the dependent variable is expected to differ across groups.
	Submission paragraph contains three or more sentences, but fails to fully explain the dependent variable of interest.  Discussion of why the dependent variable may differ across groups is terse.
	Submission does not take a paragraph form, fails to clearly identify a dependent variable and does not address why the dependent variable would differ across groups.


	Source Submission
	15
	Document contains five or more annotated sources.  For empirical papers, the summary contains the operationalizations for independent, dependent, and control variables along with a summary of the relationships between variables.  For theoretical papers, a summary of the relationship between concepts is provided.
	Document contains at least five annotated sources.  Summaries provide an account of the findings and variables, but relies too much on the authors words or abstract in paper.
	Document contains fewer than five annotated sources.  Summaries fail to provide a description of measures and only rely on the abstract in the paper.

	Variable Selection
	10
	Document properly categorizes each proposed variable and includes a list of the years in which each measure is collected.  Document also contains the question wording for each of the variables (when necessary).
	Not all proposed variables are properly categorized.  Fail to provide the years collected for all variables.  Question wording for most variables presented.
	Document lists proposed variables without categorization.  Contains no years or question wording for variables.

	Preliminary Tables
	25
	Document contains frequency distributions for each variable.  All tables use the same formatting.  Provides a brief description of the distribution of all variables.  Includes a correlation matrix for all variables and discusses the relationships between all independent and dependent variables.
	Document contains a frequency distribution for all variables.  Table formatting is inconsistent.  Fails to provide a description for all variable distributions.  Correlation matrix present, but discussion of relationships between  independent and dependent variables is included, but not interpreted correctly.
	Document contains a frequency distribution for all variables.  Table formatting is inconsistent.  Written variable description not complete.  Correlation matrix not present.

	Literature Review
	50
	LR contains a concise introduction that makes the “right moves” (see document on BB).  LR demonstrates good organization of literature.  Includes a synthesis of literature.
	Introduction makes the “right moves,” but fails to do so concisely.  LR fairly well-organized, but material is not synthesized well.
	No introduction and sources are discussed in relation to one another or in turn, rather than synthesizing them into the body of the review.

	Data Recoding
	25
	Contains completed preliminary tables assignment and tables for recoded variables.  Original and recoded variables appear side-by-side with a discussion of how the recoding affected the variable distribution.  Recoding is done correctly.
	Contains preliminary tables, but not all tables are present or not all tables are accompanied by a discussion of variable distribution.  New variables are recoded, but with some errors.  Discussion of recoded variables present, but incomplete.
	Contains preliminary and recoded variable tables.  Some tables accompanied by discussion of variable distribution.  In many cases, variable recoding is incorrect or incomplete.

	Data & Methods
	50
	Contains a description of dataset, sampling strategy, etc.  Discussion from data recoding and preliminary tables assignments present and more complete.  Also contains a complete and accurate discussion of the data analysis strategy for the paper.
	Description of dataset and sampling strategy present but incomplete.  Discussions from data recoding and preliminary table assignments present, but not well-organized or complete.  Contains a description of data analysis strategy, but discussion is not clear or suggests an incomplete understanding of the method.
	Dataset and sampling strategy discussion present, but incomplete and inaccurate.  Tables and discussions from recoding and preliminary table assignments pasted, but not organized.  No description of data analysis strategy.


