Sociology 153 – Summer Term II 2007
Sport and Society

Allison Wisecup
Email: awisecup@soc.duke.edu
Office: Sociology/Psychology 144

Office Hours:  Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 11-12

Course Description

The course is designed to teach you how to think about sport sociologically. Sports are activities we give shape and meaning to as we interact with one another. Sociologists ask questions about why particular groups and societies have selected certain physical activities and designated them as sports, why sports are organized in certain ways, why different groups and societies associate different meanings with sports and sport participation, and who benefits from the organization and definition of sport in society. The course will help you think critically about sports so that you can identify and understand social problems and social issues associated with sports in society, looking beyond game scores and performance to the social patterns that underlie them.

Course Objectives

1.  Develop a sociological framework for understanding, interpreting and analyzing the role of sport in U.S. society.

2.  Explore the role of race, class and gender in sport.

Required Texts

There are no required textbooks for the course.  Rather, I will make available articles and other readings through Blackboard.

Class Policies

Regular class attendance is mandatory.  Students missing more than 3 class meetings should expect their absences to be reflected in their final grade.

All cell phones, pagers, etc. should be silenced during class meetings.

There is no extra credit available in this class.

I will not grade late work.  The tentative schedule below should provide you with enough time to prepare and submit work on time.

University rules on plagiarism and student misconduct are strictly enforced.  If you are unclear about what constitutes plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty, please consult the student handbook.

Student Evaluations

There are a total of 100 points available in the class.

Final grades are subject to a 10-point scale

100-90     A

89-80       B

79-70       C

69-60       D

Below 60 F

Participation: 10

Reaction/Summary Papers: 25 (5 @ 5 points)

Discussion Leader: 15

Final Paper and Presentation: 50

Participation

This portion of your grade reflects your active participation in class discussion.

Reaction/Summary Papers

Reaction/Summary papers should be 2-3 pages in length and are due every Friday in class (with the exception of the last week of class).  These papers are intended to be a way to organize you thinking and understanding about the material from each week.  

Discussion Leader

Each student will “lead” discussion on an article.  As discussion leader, I expect that you will provide the class with a written summary of the article and at least three thoughtful questions to stimulate discussion.  During your session as discussion leader, you will provide a brief synopsis of the article (not read from handout) and encourage other class members to engage in a discussion of the article.

Final Paper and Presentation

You will submit a 10 – 15 page paper on a topic of your choice within the broader heading of the sociology of sport or sport in society.  As you will be doing the research, reading, and presentation of your paper, I encourage students to select a topic that is personally relevant or interesting to them.  However, all research topics must be submitted to me for final approval along with a brief list of resources.  You can expand on topics covered in class or pursue other topics.  The research for your paper should come from scholarly sources such as articles or books.  We will discuss the requirements for the paper in more detail later in the course, but I have established several mini-deadlines in the syllabus to ensure that you are moving toward completion of the research project.  Note that meeting these mini-deadlines is part of your final grade for the project.

Tentative Schedule (I reserve the right to alter the schedule as necessary)
July 
2

Introductions, handout syllabus, collect information


3

Sociology and the Sociological Perspectives


4

What is the Sociology of Sport?





Reading: Birrell 1981, Young 1986


5

The History of Sport





Reading: S.W. Pope 1998


6

The current state of the field






Reading:  Washington & Karen 2001





Assignment: Reaction/Summary Paper

July
9

Sport and Socialization


10

Sport Participation – Childhood through High School

Reading: Hoberman 2000, Shakib & Dunbar 2002, Eitle & 

Eitle 02


11

Title IX and Collegiate Sports





Reading:  Whisenant 2003, Zimbalist 2003, Sieglman & 










Wahlbeck 1999


12

Collegiate Sports 





Reading: Billings et al. 2002, Upthegrove et al. 1999


13

Video




Assignment: Reaction/Summary Paper




Assignment: Research Paper Topic Submission

July
16

Sport and Race


17

White Power and Sport





Reading: King et al 2007, Ferber 2007


18

Stacking and Stereotypes





Reading: Earl & Leonard 1997, Greg et al. 1987, Bruce 












2004


19

Race, Position & Celebrity





Reading: Evans 1997, Leonard 1997, Leonard 2004


20

Video

Assignment: List of at least 15 scholarly resources for research paper





Assignment: Reaction/Summary Paper

July  
23

Sport and Gender





Reading: Anderson, Buysse & Herbert


24

Masculinity & Femininity





Reading: Krane et al. 2004, Wachs


25

Sport & Body





Reading: Schmalz & Davison, Eliot & Baker, George et al.


26

Sport & Sexuality





Reading: Plummer & Knight, Guiliano & Cahn


27

Video





Assignment: Annotated Bibliography for paper resources





Assignment: Reaction/Summary Paper

July
30

Sport and Deviance


31

Sport and Violence


Aug
1

TBA


2

TBA


3

TBA

Aug
6

Research Presentations


7

Research Presentations


8

Research Presentations


9

Assignment: Final Research Paper Due

� I reserve the right to alter the grading schedule as necessary including but not limited to the addition of graded assignments, quizzes, & exams.





