Clay Taliaferro has had an extensive involvement with American dance, earning an international reputation as an award-winning performer, teacher, and choreographer.  His awards include an honorary doctorate from Rhode Island College; grants from the NEA, Duke Institute of the Arts, the American Dance Legacy Institute; the Duke University’s Richard K. Lublin Distinguished Award for Teaching Excellence (’98); the North Carolina School of the Arts’ 2004 Outstanding Teacher Award, and the North Carolina Dance Alliance 2005 Dance Award.  He has served the ACDFA as a member of the first triumvirate of National Adjudicators, and has continued, in numerous capacities, to serve the organization.  Invited by José Limón to join his company, Clay was a principal dancer and guest artist for more than ten years, performing all the major roles, and serving as Assistant Artistic Director to Ruth Currier.  He was Acting Artistic Director and principal dancer for the Donald McKayle Dance Company, and co-founder/director of The Theatre Dance Trio.  Clay has choreographed a sizeable body of work, and continues as a guest artist beyond the Duke University campus where he is a full professor.  In his four decades of having had the “good luck and privilege” of living in his art, Clay, also an avid gardener, continues to find his great joy in “working the soil”—both in and outside the studio.  A student of the world, Clay is currently working with elderly people of our population, using dance as a catalyst for rediscovering spirit and empowering a sense of personal essence and wellness.
