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The dissertation examines the recent trend in several African states toward the use of more local languages
in early education, a curious phenomenon given empirical and historical preference for linguistic
homogeneity in nation-building. The explanation for these recent changes rests on a combination of
external, ideational factors and internal, enabling factors: namely, the changing ideas and strategies within
France toward educational language medium in its former colonies and the activity of missionary linguists
producing literacy materials for other purposes. These explanations challenge prevailing assumptions that
attribute policy changes to ethnic demographics and democratic bargaining.
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