Questions You Might Want to Ask 

During a Visit to a Political Science Ph.D. Program

1) Does the program give the students a strong, marketable preparation in political science?  What core classes are the students required to take?  Is the department strong in theory?  Research skills?

2) How many people enter in a class, and is everyone funded?

3) What is the atmosphere like?  How are the relationships among students, among faculty, and between students and faculty?  Are they separated by subfields?  Do the students like the professors, find them easy to work with, approachable, etc.?

4) Do professors collaborate often with students on research?

5) Are the students happy?

6) What is the department’s placement record?  Where and how many (and how many offers, tenured/non-tenured)?  How much does the program and do the professors help the students land to positions (what, exactly, do they do)?

7) What do most students in the program do with their degrees?

8) Are there funds for travel – to conferences, language or other specialized training, field work?

9) Do the students present often at conferences?  Are students encouraged/helped to publish original research?

10) How often does the department bring in outside speakers, hold conferences, etc.?

11) Are there students doing research in areas similar to your area of interest?

12) Is the faculty roster stable?  Are there any important hires anticipated?

