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Education
Duke University, Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science, degree expected May 2003

Preliminary Exams:  Comparative Politics and Methodology (Passed with Distinction), April 2000

Secondary Field:  Political Economy

University of Chicago, M.A. in Latin American Studies, March 1996

Loyola University Chicago, B.A. in Political Science and Philosophy (Summa Cum Laude), May 1994

Dissertation

"Voting in New Democracies:  The Importance of Candidate Distinctiveness and Ideological Cues."

This project examines the impact of cognitive and contextual conditions on the ways voters in new democracies make choices.  Hypotheses are tested using political and survey data from Mexico, supplemented by U.S. NES data and elite and mass survey data from 12 Latin American countries.

Research and Teaching Interests
Comparative Politics; Latin American Politics; Political Behavior; Democratization; Political Economy; Statistics; Research Design and Methodology (Quantitative, Experimental, and Qualitative)

Teaching Experience 

Duke University

  Latin American Politics (PS151), Fall 2001

  Mexican Politics (PS199), Spring 2003

Refereed Publications

“Better the Devil You Know than the Saint You Don’t?  Risk Propensity and Vote Choice in Mexico.”  Journal of Politics vol. 63 no.1 (2001):  93-119.  (with Scott Morgenstern)

Other Publications

“Hacia una definifición de la Izquierda y la Derecha en México.”  Forthcoming in Este País.  (with Alejandro Moreno)

Review of Brazilian Party Politics and the Coup of 1964 by Ollie Andrew Johnson, III, in Comparative Political Studies vol. 35 no. 5 (2002):  621-624.
“Priming Individuals on Free Trade:  A Cross-National Experiment of the Linkages between Economic Insecurity and Policy Preferences.”  Working Paper 2001/168, Centro de Estudios Avanzados en Ciencias Sociales, Instituto Juan March de Estudios e Investigaciones, 2001.  (with John Aldrich, Jennifer Merolla, and Laura Stephenson)

Papers Forthcoming and Under Preparation

 “Behind the Eight Ball?  Cueing Economic Insecurity in Canada, Mexico, and the United States.”  Under review at British Journal of Political Science.  (with John Aldrich, Jennifer Merolla, and Laura Stephenson)

“Electoral Evaluations and Party Change in Mexico and Taiwan.”  In preparation for submission to APSR, Fall 2002.  (with John Aldrich and Beatriz Magaloni)  
“The Emergence of Competitive Elections and Party Change in Mexico and Taiwan,” Chapter in volume on democratic transitions in Mexico and Taiwan, edited by Joy Langston and T. J. Cheng and to be published by Stanford University Press.  (with John Aldrich and Beatriz Magaloni)  
“Representation in Latin America:  A Study of Elite-Mass Congruence in 9 Countries.”  Chapter in Latin American Party Systems (tentative title), book in progress, edited by Herbert Kitschelt. (with Juan Luna)

“The Political Significance of ‘Left’ and ‘Right’ in Latin America.”  Chapter in Latin American Party Systems (tentative title), book in progress, edited by Herbert Kitschelt.

“La Izquierda Latinoamericana:  Un análisis comparado acerca de la consistencia ideológica y la calidad de la representación en ocho países latinoamericanos.”  Chapter in book in progress, edited by Jorge Lanzaro, to be published by CLACSO.  (with Juan Luna)

Selected Grants and Awards

General Study
Duke ‘Ole R. Holsti’ Named Instructor Academic Year Fellowship, 2002-2003

National Science Foundation Three-Year Graduate Fellowship, 1998-1999, 1999-2000, 2001-2002

Duke Latin American Studies Fellowship for Graduate Study, 1997-1998

University of Chicago University Scholarship (full tuition), 1994-1996

Field Work and Language Study

Duke University Research Grants (several, to purchase survey questions in Mexico), Summer 2002

Duke Department of Political Science Research Grant (Mexico), Summer 2001

Mellon Research Grant (Mexico), Summer 2001

Foreign Language Area Studies Academic Year Fellowship, 2000-2001

Foreign Language Area Studies Summer Fellowship (Mexico), Summer 2000

Duke Globalization and Equity Research Grant (Peru), Summer 1998

Ford Foundation Pre-dissertation Research Grant (Peru), Summer 1998

University of Chicago Mexican Studies Research Grant (Mexico), Summer 1995
Selected Conference Presentations 

“Party Identification in Mexico.”  Paper presented at Conference on Free Markets and Democracy in Mexico in the 21st Century, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, October 26, 2002.  (with Carole Wilson)

“Managerial Styles Among Mexican Voters.”  Paper presented at the American Political Science Association Conference, Boston, MA, August 29-September 1, 2002.

“What’s Left and Who’s Right in Mexican Politics?”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, IL, April 25-28, 2002.

“Patterns of Representation in Developing Countries.”  Paper presented at the Southern Political Science Association Conference, Atlanta, GA, November 7-10, 2001.  (with Juan Luna)

“The Political Significance of Left-Right Semantics in Latin America.”  Paper presented at the Latin American Studies Association Congress, Washington, DC, September 6-8, 2001.

“Globalization, Globalización, Globalisation:  Public Opinion Toward NAFTA.”  Paper presented at the American Political Science Association Conference, San Francisco, CA, August 30-September 2, 2001.  (with Jennifer Merolla, Laura Stephenson, and Carole Wilson)

“Electoral Evaluations and Party Change in Mexico and Taiwan.”  Paper presented at the conference on “The Rise of DPP and PAN in Taiwan and Mexico,” Duke University, January 26-27, 2001 and at the American Political Science Association Conference, San Francisco, CA, August 30-September 2, 2001.  (with John Aldrich and Beatriz Magaloni)

“Priming Individuals on Free Trade:  A cross-national experiment on the linkages between economic insecurity and policy preferences.”  Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, IL, April 18-22, 2001 and at the International Society for Political Psychology Conference, July 15-18, Cuernavaca, Mexico.  (with John Aldrich, Jennifer Merolla, and Laura Stephenson)
“‘Left’ and ‘Right’ in Latin America.”  Paper presented at the American Political Science Association conference, Washington, D.C., August 30-September 3, 2000.

“Ideological Dimensions and Left-Right Semantics in Latin America.”  Paper presented at the Latin American Studies Association Congress, Miami, FL, March 16-18, 2000.  (with Guillermo Rosas)

“Racing the Titanic:  Globalization, Insecurity, and American Democracy.”  Paper presented at American Political Science Association Conference, Atlanta, GA, September 2-5, 1999.  (with John Aldrich, Claire Kramer, Peter Lange, John Ratliff, and Laura Stephenson)

“Political Reform and Party Competition in Mexico, 1988-1991.” Paper presented at American Political Science Association Conference, Atlanta, GA, September 2-5, 1999.  (with Carole Wilson)

Other Conference Participation

Discussant, Panel on Democratic Legitimacy and Political Accountability:  Political Opinions and Political Participations, Latin American Studies Association Congress, Washington, DC, September 6-8, 2001.

Co-organizer, with Emerson Niou, Conference on The Rise of DPP and PAN in Taiwan and Mexico, Duke University, January 26-27, 2001.

Discussant, Panel on Globalization and Local Political and Economic Development, Conference on International Institutions:  Global Processes~Domestic Consequences, Duke University, April 9-11, 1999.

Discussant, Panel on Comparative Political Behavior, Southwestern Social Science Association Conference, San Antonio, TX, March 31-April 2, 1999.

Language and Research Skills

Advanced proficiency in Spanish.  

Advanced proficiency in statistical methods and programs.

Participant, Consortium on Qualitative Research Methods Training Institute, Tempe, AZ, January 2-13, 2002.
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