This link is the source of the quote that follows. Take a stand: are you concerned? 

http://searchsecurity.techtarget.com/tip/1,289483,sid14_gci784713,00.html 

Under the new Patriot Act, the FBI's powers have been greatly expanded. First, warrants can be obtained under FISA if intelligence gathering is only a "significant purpose," rather than the "primary purpose." Because of this change, as long as intelligence gathering is a "significant purpose" of the warrant, evidence gathered by what could otherwise be unconstitutional methods might be used for a criminal investigation. Second, the Patriot Act specifically lowers the threshold for obtaining a full collection warrant for Internet traffic. Instead of needing probable cause as required by Title III, the FBI now only needs to show that the information to be gathered is "relevant to an ongoing criminal investigation." That is a much lower standard than showing probable cause that a crime has been committed. The third major change is that when a wiretap warrant is issued, the person whose communications are being captured is notified, though sometimes this notification is allowed to be after the fact. The Patriot Act now allows nearly any search to be made in secret. Finally, these changes made by the Patriot Act are not limited to surveillance of suspected terrorists, but apply to all surveillance cases. 

So, the bottom line is that the FBI can now get a warrant to capture all your Internet communications by showing that your communications might be relevant to their investigation of a case. It does not have to be a case that directly involves you, nor do they need to show probable cause that you have committed any crime. The data would be collected using the Carnivore tool, a tool that has no accountability. Should you be concerned about possible misuse of this technology? That's up to you to decide. 

For links to sources about the Patriot Act: 

http://www.cs.duke.edu/courses/cps182s/fall02/readings/patriot.html 

Response from goa:

Wire/Internet taps because of “suspicion?” Significant purpose being that the FBI “doesn’t like your actions?” Listen up: the FBI is surely trying to extend their range of freedom of investigation, and at the same time jump right on top of your right to privacy. To collect internet collection is illegal for anyone normal person, and to gain a warrant for it should rightfully be very difficult, raising the threshold to almost be “only if absolutely necessary.’ For it to be only relevant to the investigation, the FBI could collect a lot of information with only relatively loose ties, but still private data. Abuse of this private information is a good enough reason to be afraid, not to mention if the FBI happens to be wrong when they violate someone’s privacy. The Patriot Act is basically letting the FBI do what it feels it needs to do without the normal checks and balances it has to face, whether what they need to do really actually involves what they are doing or not. Not Good. Not good at all.

