Institute of Historical Research

School of Advanced Study, University of London

IHR MELLON FELLOWSHIPS 

FOR DISSERTATION RESEARCH IN THE HUMANITIES

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS

The Institute of Historical Research (IHR) is pleased to offer fellowships funded by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for dissertation research in the humanities in original sources. The purposes of this new fellowship programme are to—

· help doctoral candidates who may otherwise not have opportunities or encouragement to work in original source materials in the humanities in the United Kingdom;

· help doctoral candidates in the humanities to deepen their ability to develop knowledge from original sources;

· provide insight from the viewpoint of doctoral candidates into how scholarly resources can be developed most helpfully in the future. 

THE FELLOWSHIPS

Pre-Dissertation Fellowship Programme

Five pre-dissertation fellowships in the humanities are offered to candidates, who wish to spend time in the U.K. for preliminary examinations of primary sources and archival material in order to draw up and refine a dissertation proposal.   These Fellowships are open to candidates registered for a doctoral degree in a graduate school in the United States or Canada.   Candidates for these awards must have completed their coursework and oral examinations by the time the research visit is undertaken.   Visits will be for a maximum of two months and must be made between the beginning of June and the end of September 2003.   The total value of these fellowships will be $3,000 each.   Fellowships will not be renewable or extendable.   Fellows will be expected to devote full time to their dissertation research without undertaking paid work.   Fellows may not use stipends to defray tuition costs.

Dissertation Fellowships Programme

Five dissertation fellowships in the humanities are offered to candidates, who wish to spend time in the U.K. carrying out archival research for their dissertations.   These fellowships are open to candidates registered for a doctoral degree in a graduate school in the United States or Canada.   Candidates for these awards must be working on a dissertation, which has already been formally approved.   These fellowships will last for one year and will run concurrently with the academic year, i.e. from 1 October 2003 to 30th September 2004.   The total value of these fellowships will be $20,000 each.  Fellowships will not be renewable or extendable.   Fellows will be expected to devote full time to their dissertation research without undertaking paid work.   Fellows may not use stipends to defray tuition costs.

Fellows will be expected to make their own arrangements for lodging at and transportation to the repository or repositories in which they need to work. Assistance in obtaining visas will not be available from the Institute of Historical Research.

DEADLINES

· Complete applications must arrive at the Institute of Historical Research no later than 13 January 2003.   Applications arriving after this date will not be considered.

· Applicants selected will be announced by mid April 2003. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

To be eligible for these fellowships, an applicant will:

· be enrolled in a Ph.D. programme in the humanities in a graduate school in the United States or Canada (students doing master’s theses research are not eligible in this programme); 

· complete all doctoral-degree requirements except dissertation research and writing before the beginning of the fellowship’s tenure; 

· propose research for the dissertation primarily in original source material in the holdings of one or more institutional repositories such as archives, libraries, historical societies, and museums of the United Kingdom. 

Original source material means primary sources such as the following:

· records, documents, manuscripts, and other written material 

· photographs, films, sound recordings, and other audio-visual material 

· maps, blueprints, drawings, and other graphic material 

· library special collections, and books used as primary, not secondary, sources 

· original artwork, artifacts, and museum objects 

For purposes of this programme, eligible fields of the humanities will include:

· area studies 

· art history 

· classics 

· comparative literature 

· critical theory 

· cultural anthropology 

· cultural studies 

· economic history 

· ethnic studies 

· ethnomusicology 

· history 

· history and philosophy of mathematics 

· history and philosophy of science and medicine 

· language and cultural linguistics 

· literature in any language 

· music history and theory 

· philosophy 

· political philosophy and theory 

· religion (exclusive of theological training for the ministry) 

· rhetoric 

· women’s studies 

· interdisciplinary studies involving fields above 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS

Holders of all fellowships will be assisted to meet appropriate experts in their field to discuss their proposed area of study.   In addition, holders of dissertation fellowships will be assigned a U.K. supervisor with whom they would meet regularly to discuss their work and progress.   

Within three months of the end of the fellowship period, each fellow will send to the Institute of Historical Research an acceptable written analysis of the fellowship experience, addressing such questions as these: 

· What aspects of the repository were most helpful to the fellow in accomplishing research, and what obstacles or complications most hindered it? 

· What additional measures might facilitate original-source research in the fellow’s field? 

· How could graduate study best prepare scholars for such research? 

SELECTION POLICIES

Fellowship winners will be selected from eligible applicants by a special committee of senior scholars in the humanities.   In selecting fellows, the committee will consider the desirability of including representatives from different fields of the humanities consistent with quality in the research proposals. In the administration and awarding of fellowships, neither the Institute of Historical Research nor the selection committee discriminates on the basis of age, gender, race or ethnicity, physical disability, marital status, sexual orientation, religion, or political affiliation.

Pre-Dissertation Fellowship Programme

 The committee will assess quality with reference to the following criteria:

· academic record of the candidate as exhibited by transcripts and references 

· importance of the dissertation proposal to the applicant’s field

Dissertation Fellowships Programme

 The committee will assess quality with reference to the following criteria:

· academic record of the candidate as exhibited by transcripts and references 

· importance of the dissertation proposal to the applicant’s field

· appropriateness of the primary-source collection(s) and institutions in which the applicant proposes to do research 

· degree to which the proposed research materials have not previously been mined 

· prospects for completing research within the time projected and funds awarded 

Additionally, the committee will give preference to sound proposals for using original sources in non-traditional ways or in fields that traditionally do not greatly rely on the use of original source materials. 

Fellows may propose to work in more than one repository during the fellowship period, 

APPLICATION CONTENTS

Pre-Dissertation Fellowship Programme

A complete application will consist of ten copies the following items:

· a completed application form  

· a description (no longer than 1,500 words) of the proposed dissertation , its importance for the applicant’s field, the degree for which it will be submitted, a plan of work, and a description of the primary-source collection or collections,  which the applicant proposes to examine; it is not mandatory but will help if applicants attach written confirmation that the repository is willing to make its collections available to the student 

· a transcript of coursework for the doctoral degree showing courses taken, dates of courses, and grades received. This may be one official copy with an additional nine photocopies. (to make the deadline this may need to be ordered well in advance) 
· a brief C.V. of the applicant’s academic history to include previous degrees and diplomas received 

· a letter from the appropriate dean, department head, or dissertation advisor certifying that the candidate has completed or will complete all doctoral work except the dissertation by the proposed starting time for the fellowship 

· a statement of commitment by the applicant to submit the required final report  

In additions candidates should arrange for three letters of reference to be sent directly to Institute of Historical Research (not with the candidate’s application, but within the application deadline) assessing the applicant’s scholarly competence and ability to work in primary-source materials, the potential value of the proposed dissertation, the appropriateness of the primary-source materials, which the applicant proposes to examine.

Dissertation Fellowships

A complete application will consist of ten copies the following items:

· a completed application form  

· a description (no longer than 1,500 words) of the proposed dissertation , its importance for the applicant’s field, the degree for which it will be submitted, a plan of work, and a description of the primary-source collection or collections and the institutional repository or repositories in which the applicant proposes to do the research; it is not mandatory but will help if applicants attach written confirmation that the repository has collections to support the proposed research and is willing to make them available to the student 

· a transcript of coursework for the doctoral degree showing courses taken, dates of courses, and grades received. This may be one official copy with an additional nine photocopies. (to make the deadline this may need to be ordered well in advance) 
· a brief C.V. of the applicant’s academic history to include previous degrees and diplomas received 

· a letter from the appropriate dean, department head, or dissertation advisor certifying that the candidate has completed or will complete all doctoral work except the dissertation by the proposed starting time for the fellowship and that the dissertation has been approved.

· a statement of commitment by the applicant to submit the required final report  

In additions candidates should arrange for three letters of reference to be sent directly to Institute of Historical Research (not with the candidate’s application, but within the application deadline) assessing the applicant’s scholarly competence and ability to work in primary-source materials, the potential value of the proposed dissertation, the appropriateness of the primary-source materials in which the applicant proposes to work, and the probability that the applicant can and will complete the research within the proposed fellowship period

OBTAINING APPLICATION FORMS

Applications may also be requested by telephone (020-7862-8740), fax (020-7862-8745), e-mail (nicola.cowee@sas.ac.uk), or by writing to the following:

IHR Mellon Fellowships in the Humanities

Institute of Historical Research

Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU

Completed applications and letters of reference should also be sent to this address.
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