
Tea
hing StatementJ. Mar
elo O
hoa 1Duke UniversityTo tea
h e
onomi
s entails tea
hing students the ne
essary tools to 
arryout e
onomi
 analysis. E
onomi
s 
an be 
onsidered as an analyti
al subje
t.Parti
ipating is the e
onomy is not the more e�e
tive way of be
oming ane
onomist; you learn about the e
onomy by analyzing it (?). In my parti
ular�eld, applied ma
roe
onomi
s, you need fundamental knowledge of math-emati
s, statisti
s and e
onomi
 theory to understand the workings of thema
roe
onomy.Most students really want to learn these tools, parti
ularly knowing thatthey will be able to explain many e
onomi
 phenomena. But they generallyexpe
t help to understand the fundamental 
on
epts 
overed in a 
lass fromtea
hers. They usually expe
t a mentor-apprenti
e relationship. As a tea
her,I think one e�e
tive approa
h to ful�ll these expe
tations is to get students tothink rather than 
asting out formulas, equations, or fa
ts in 
lass. Tea
hingrequires an e�ort from the instru
tor in order to lead students through a dis-
overy and appli
ation of the 
on
epts presented in 
lass (?). To pursue this
onstru
tivist approa
h to tea
hing, in my experien
e as a Tea
hing Assistantfor the Graduate E
onometri
s 
lass I have relied on the use of te
hnologyand a
tive learning.New understanding is tightly 
onne
ted to prior learning; therefore, I al-ways introdu
e new material referring ba
k to some previous knowledge stu-dents already have. Before dis
ussing or introdu
ing the new formulas weare going to use to solve some problem I talk through the problem, and askstudents to relate the problem to what we have already seen in previous TAsessions or what they have already seen in 
lass. For instan
e, in a TA ses-1Last updated: De
ember, 2008 1
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sion we had to �nd the asymptoti
 distribution of one statisti
, but beforepro
eeding with the formal derivations I asked them to dis
uss the graphi
alrepresentation of the distribution for di�erent sample sizes (see Sample TA).Without solving the problem they already had a hint what the answer mightbe. I may also use videos for similar purposes (see sample video).One important step in the pro
ess of learning is being 
apable of applying
on
epts learned in 
lass to simple problems. When I tea
h I usually providestudents with a handout 
ontaining the main results seen in 
lass whi
h will beused to solve the problems at hand (see sample handout). Then, I en
ouragestudents to dis
uss the appropriate formulas or 
on
epts that we should use tota
kle the problem at hand. For instan
e, in a TA session I would distributethe solutions with many steps blanked. After some dis
ussion, and aftereveryone has given a thought to the problem, I would start dis
losing anddis
ussing the solutions (see sample presentation).In my �eld students need to learn using statisti
al pa
kages as well asa
quire programming skills. Usually, students have a di�erent pa
e of learning,and le
tures with ina
tive students looking at a sample 
ode written on as
reen are usually ine�e
tive. I �nd that te
hnology 
an be very useful toprovide students the relevant materials to learn at their pa
e, but at thesame time intera
ting with the instru
tor or their 
lassmates. As an example,I've prepared an introdu
tory tutorial to STATA, whi
h 
ontains the ne
essarymaterial so they 
an explore the databases as well as the material on theirown (see STATA self-tutorial).Future stepsAs a �rst step to improve my tea
hing skills I have taken the 
ourse Instru
-tional Te
hnology o�ered by the Graduate S
hool at Duke University. Overthe next three years of my studies I plan to take the other 
ourses o�ered bythe Graduate S
hool to improve my tea
hing performan
e. By then I hope I2
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an have an answer to the following questions:What is the best way to test and grade? Having a 
lassroom whereyou expe
t students to go through a dis
overy pro
ess also needs a gradings
heme that evaluates the progress of ea
h student a

ordingly. In this kindof environment, students should not be graded on how well they know thede�nitions or formulas, but on their ability to use these de�nitions or formulasto solve a new problem.How 
an you a

ommodate a 
lass with di�erent learning styles? I haveprepared my re
itations in a way that best �ts my own learning style. However,a large 
lassroom surely has a variety of learning styles, whi
h a tea
her musttake into a

ount.
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