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                                   PAINTING AS AN AVOCATION  
 
                                              Sugwon Kang, Ph. D. 
                              Professor Emeritus of Political Science 
                                                 Hartwick College 
 
     As a child, growing up in Korea, Sugwon Kang drew pictures before he learned to 
write.  Before he was a teenager Kang was drawing people’s faces, to the delight of his 
parents and elders.  But he never went to an art school, nor did he study with an 
established artist.  Even after he took up painting in 1979, for the first time in his life, his 
professional obligations did not leave him much time to develop his skills.  After five 
years, in 1984, he stopped painting, never to take it up again until after his retirement in 
2001.  Kang’s participation in a weeklong workshop with portrait painter Daniel Greene 
in the summer of that year proved an important source of encouragement.  Even though 
he sells his paintings – most of the pictures selected here have been sold – Kang paints 
mainly for pleasure.  There’s much to be said for taking up painting as an avocation, he 
says.  “You don’t have to prove anything; you just do it for the fun of it!”      
 
     The artist thanks Prof. Lawrence Mirarchi of Hartwick College for his expert scanning 
and filing work, which has made this digital archive possible.  Special thanks are due  
Prof.  Moo-Young Han of Duke University for having suggested the idea of a website.  
The artist is particularly grateful for the time and care Professor Han took to create this 
site.     
 
     Viewers are reminded that the paintings on display are all copyrighted; that means no 
one may print out any of these pictures without the artist’s written consent or forward the 
pictures to friends without including this title page.  Some of Kang’s recent paintings are 
at the DaVida Fair Trade Center in Oneonta, New York.   His sketches, mostly portraits 
and figure drawings, are part of his personal collection.  Viewers are invited to forward 
any inquiries or comments to the artist at: kangs@hartwick.edu.  
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Irises, 16” x 20” (1980) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Caroline at 2, 18” x 15” (1982) 
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Irises and Jade Buffalo, 16” x 20” (1982) 
 
 

 
 

Summer Landscape, 16” x 20” (1982) 
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Apples and Peaches, 20” x 24” (1982) 
 
 
 

 
 

Peaches and Grapes, 11” x 14” (1982) 
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Spring in Central Park, 16” x 20” (1983) 
 
 
 

 
 

Carp, 20” x 24” (1983) 
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Li River, 12” x 16” (1984) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bass, 16” x 20” (1984) 
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Mount Sorak, 24” x 30” (2007) 
 
The Artist at Work 

 
 

Photographed by Dr. Mirarchi 
 


