Sample Course Syllabus for Undergraduate Course

Introduction to International Relations - Advanced Composition

Duke University

Email: na15@duke.edu

Course Description and Objectives

This course is intended to introduce students to the study of international relations by providing an overview of central theories and key concepts. We will discuss and evaluate current and historical events under the new light of different theoretical perspectives presented in this class. While discussing some of the main issues in international politics, our main goals will be to see the “big picture,” make connections between different areas of study, and to identify trends over time and space. We will begin with a historical account of the discipline and a survey of theoretical debates. Next, we will focus on the main actors in the field. After setting the stage with theoretical approaches and actors at different levels of analysis, we will turn our attention to main topics such as international conflict, bargaining, security dilemma, deterrence, international cooperation and institutions. At the end of this semester, students will be able to think critically on central issues in international relations, analyze world politics with a broader perspective, and incorporate future knowledge into the conceptual framework provided in this course. In addition, this course has a writing component which should help you improve your writing skills and prepare for research papers in your upper-division courses.

Required Readings

In order to achieve the above-mentioned goals, students should complete the assigned readings in advance of the corresponding lecture. Completing assigned readings on time and attending class regularly to complement readings with lecture notes are the two essential pillars for success in this course.

There are two required textbooks for this course:

• Goldstein, Joshua S. and Jon C. Pevehouse. 2008 International Relations, 8th Edition.

NY: Longman.

• Strunk, William, E. B. White and Roger Angell 2000 The Elements of Style,, 4th

Edition. NY: Longman.
Many of the texts will be made available through e-reserves on blackboard.
Strunk &White can be purchased online for about $5. It is also available at the bookstore

and reference sections of on-campus libraries.
Recommended Text:
• Robert J. Art and Robert Jervis. 2005 International Politics : Enduring Concepts and

Contemporary Issues, 7th Edition. NY: Longman.

Course Website

The course website can be accessed through blackboard. As registered students, you will have access to e-reserves, external links, as well as supplementary texts and powerpoint slides that I will put up on blackboards. In addition, my homepage provides a link to the course website.
If you have any problems logging in, please contact me.

Course Requirements

• Attendance and Participation: On twenty random days during the semester, I will

take attendance at the beginning of lecture. You will receive a maximum of ten points

for attendance. That means even if you miss two days, you can still get the maximum

points. You will not be given credit for attendance if you arrive more than 15 minutes late. Absences will only be excused if a valid, documented excuse is made in advance of the lecture. Lectures and assigned readings are complementary parts of this course. Without one, the other will not help you achieve your best performance. Hence, by participating to discussions and activities in class, you have a chance to demonstrate your take on the readings and lectures. You will be given a grade for participation based on your contribution in discussions and in-class exercises.

• Exams: There will be one midterm exam and three announced quizzes, all in class.

There will be no final exams.

The midterm exam will take place in class on Monday, October 8th. You will be tested

on the material covered in reading assignments and lectures prior to the date of the

exam. The midterm exam will consist of two parts: a multiple choice/short answer

component AND an essay component. Further information will be provided before the

exam. There will be no make-up exam without a letter from the dean’s office. You will be given three quizzes that will focus on particular assigned readings. Only your two best grades will count. That means you can drop your worst quiz grade. There will be no make-up quizzes under any circumstances.

• Writing Assignments and Final Paper: Because this is an advanced composition course, instead of a final exam, you will be required to submit multiple writing assign- ments for this course. Assignment details are located at the end of this syllabus. Theassignments will build on each other and require extensive library research. The final paper is due on the final day of undergraduate classes. Please note that writing this final paper will progress in three stages, and you will get my assistance at every stage. For each assignment, half of the grade will come from the draft and the other half from the final version. Altogether, these assignments are worth 45% of your final grade.

Course Policies

Grading

Your final course grade will be calculated as shown below:

Attendance - 10%

Participation - 10%

Quizzes - 10%

Midterm Exam - 25%

Writing Assignment 1 - 10%

Writing Assignment 2 - 15%

Writing Assignment 3 (Final Paper) - 20%

The grading scale is as follows:

97-100 A+ 77-79 C+

93-96 A 73-76 C

90-92 A- 70-72 C-

87-89 B+ 67-69 D+

83-86 B 63-66 D

80-82 B- 60-62 D-

0-59 F

Grades will not be curved. If you would like your work to be reappraised, you are welcome

to return your work to me with a written explanation during the week after your work is

returned. Please be aware that the grade assigned -whether it is higher or lower than the original grade- will be final. After one week, no grade changes will be allowed.

Late Work

• All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period on announced dates.

• If any assignment is submitted late, grade for that assignment will be lowered by 10

percent of the maximum points (i.e. a full-grade final paper will receive 20 − 2 = 18

if it is turned in late) for the first day it is late. For each additional day it is late, an

additional 5 percent will be cut off.

• It is your responsibility to make hard copies of your papers as you work on them. I

will not accept any excuses about erased disks or other similar “disasters.”

• If you miss a class, you are responsible for any information that you have missed.

Academic Dishonesty

Cheating and plagiarism are absolutely unacceptable. If you want to make sure that you are not committing plagiarism accidentally, please ask me. If you are uncertain, always cite the source you have used. Please review the Duke community standard. If plagiarism is detected in your work, university procedures of academic dishonesty will

be pursued. .

Course Outline and Reading List

Schedule of Important Dates

Date Assignment Time

Fri. Aug. 31 No Class

Mon. Sept 3 (Labor Day) No Class

Wed. Sept. 12 Choose Policy Question

Mon. Sept. 17 Quiz 1 In-Class

Fri. Sept. 21 Draft of Asg. 1 Due

Wed. Oct. 3 Asg. 1 Due

Mon. Oct. 8 Midterm Exam In-Class

Wed. Oct. 17 Draft of Asg. 2 Due

Fri. Oct. 19 Quiz 2 In-Class

Mon Oct. 29 Asg. 2 Due

Mon. Nov. 5 Quiz 3 In-Class

Wed. Nov. 14 Draft of Asg. 3 Due

Fri. Dec. 7 Asg. 3 Due

Tentative Course Schedule

Readings for this course comprise chapters from required books, excerpts from the recom-

mended book, and newspaper and journal articles. We will discuss the material for each day at the end of the class. I keep the schedule “tentative” in order to be flexible enough to lengthen or shorten discussions based on available material and interest.

International Relations Theory

Week 1: Understanding International Relations

• Subjects: IR as a Field of Study, Theories and Methods, Actors, Levels of Analysis,

Geography, History of International Relations

• Goldstein & Pevehouse, Ch.1

• Strunk & White, Parts I, II, & III

• Recommended Readings:

– Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War,

(“The Melian Dialogue”: http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/melian.htm)*

– Wilson, Fourteen Points*
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– Keck and Sikkink, “Transnational Activist Networks”(A&J, 551-557)*

International Security
Week 2: Power Politics

• Subjects: Realism, Bargaining, Anarchy, International System, Balance of Power,

Hegemony, Alliances

• Goldstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 2

• Recommended Readings:

– Morgenthau, “A Realist Theory of International Politics,”(A&J, 7-14)*

– Tickner, “A Critique of Morgenthau’s Principles of Political Realism,” (A&J,

15-27)*

– Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs,”(A&J, 83-95)*

Week 3: Alternatives to Power Politics

• Subjects: Liberalism, Feminism, Constructivism, Postmodernism, Peace Studies.

• Goldstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 3

Wednesday, September 12: Choose Policy Question

Week 4: Foreign Policy

• Subjects: Decision Making, Substate Actors, Democracy and Foreign Policy

• Goldstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 4

• Strunk & White, Parts IV & V

Monday, September 17: Quiz 1

Friday, September 21: Draft of Asg. 1 Due

Week 5: International Conflict

• Subjects: Causes of War, Theories of War, Types of International Conflict, Means of

Leverage

• Goldstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 5

• Recommended Readings:

– Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” 343-361.*

Week 6: Military Force

• Subjects: The Use of Force, Control of Military Forces, Conventional Forces, Weapons

of Mass Destruction

• Goldstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 6

Wednesday, October 3: Asg. 1 Due

Week 7: International Organization and Law

• Subjects: World Order, International Norms and Morality, International Organiza-

tions, The United Nations, International Law, The World Court, Sovereignty, Human

Rights

• Golstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 7

• Recommended Readings:

– Ratner, “International Law: The Trial of Global Norms,” (A&J,589-94)*.

– Howard and Donnelly, “Human Rights in World Politics,” (A&J, 558-70)*.

Monday, October 8: Midterm Exam

International Political Economy

Week 8: Trade

• Subjects: International Political Economy, International Markets, Trade Strategies,

Trade Regimes

• Golstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 8

• Recommended Readings:

– Oye, “The Conditions for Cooperation in World Politics,” (A&J, 69-82)*.

– The Economist, Free Trade on Trial, 13-16.*

– The Economist, The WTO Under Fire, 26-28.*

– Keohane, “Hegemony in the World Political Economy,” (A&J, 298-310)*.

Week 9: Money and Business

• Subjects: International Currency System, The World Bank and the IMF, International

Debt, Multinational Corporations, Foreign Direct Investment

• Golstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 9

• Recommended Readings:

– Dombrowski, The ABCs of Global Money and Finance, 292-304.*

– Sachs, The IMF and the Asian Flue, 1-6.*

– Rowden, A World of Debt, 1-5.*

Week 10: Integration

• Subjects: The European Union, Supranationalism vs. Intergovernmentalism, Integra-

tion Theory, The Power of Information, International Culture

• Golstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 10

• Recommended Readings:

– The Economist, Peace in Our Time, 1-4.*

– The Economist, Now that We are All Bundled Inside..., 1-5.*

– The Economist, The End of Enlargement, 1-2.*

Monday, October 29: Asg. 2 Due

Week 11: Environment and Population

• Subjects: Interdependence, Managing the Environment, Natural Resources, World

Population Trends, Population Policies

• Golstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 11

• Recommended Readings:

– Bodansky, Bonn Voyage: Kyoto’s Uncertain Revival, 45-55.*

Monday, November 5: Quiz 3

Week 12: The North-South Gap

• Subjects: Poverty, Capitalism, Socialism, Imperialism, The South, Revolution

• Golstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 12

Wednesday, November 14: Draft of Asg.3 Due

Week 13: International Development

• Subjects: Development Experiences, Import Substitution, Export-led Growth, Author-

itarian Developmentalism, Foreign Investment, Debt, Foreign Assistance

• Golstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 13

• Recommended Readings:

– The Economist, How to Make Aid Work, 1-7.*

Week 14: Conclusions

• Golstein & Pevehouse, Ch. 14

Friday, December 7: Asg. 3 Due

� I am grateful to my colleague and coauthor Burcu Ucaray-Mangitli at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for providing me with her sample syllabus as a guide for me to develop  my own.
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