TOP SECRET memorandum

to:
members of the vENEZUELAN delegation

from:
PRESIDENT HUGO CHAVEZ
subject:
unsc special session on iran’s nuclear program

date:
2/22/2007
members of the VENEZUELAN delegation:

Venezuela faces a conundrum in the face of Iran’s efforts to defend her sovereignty and Western pressure to sabotage these efforts.  The Minister of Foreign Affairs astutely stresses that the delegation must be cognizant of the United States’ hegemonic ambitions. On the other hand, the Minister of Energy correctly identifies Venezuela’s position in the upcoming United Nations Security Council summit as one of “ambivalence”. It is evidently correct that Venezuela enjoys oil revenues from its export relationship with the United States. However, this relationship is more robust than critics of my administration would presume. The United States is equally dependent on oil imports from Venezuela. This dependence grants Venezuela a sphere of autonomous influence that even harshest critics of my policies would deny. Most importantly, several of the delegation members note that we should keep in mind that Venezuela’s trade relationship with the US should not pose a constraint for Venezuela’s pursuit of friendly relations with Iran. This is particularly made more evident in light of Ahmedinejad’s recent visit to our country and our explicit commitment to support his nuclear energy program against the subversive efforts of the West to undermine Iran’s program.
It is pure hypocrisy to allow some countries, Israel being one example, while denying the right to others. The distinction between nuclear haves and have-nots is artificial and is an illustration of Western hypocrisy.  Morality in international politics has a fragile status.  Venezuela needs to remind the international community that no Western power lived up to its moral commitments and came to Iran’s aid when Iraq used chemical weapons against her in the Iran-Iraq war.  Certain powers have recognized the hypocrisy of the West, as witnessed by the multinational 2006 summit, where, upon the promptings of North Korea, Iran and Cuba joined Venezuela in an anti-United States alliance. I will remind the delegation here that North Korea and Cuba appear to be potential allies in backing Iran against the imperialistic zeal of the United States. North Korea, in particular, in procuring a favorable deal at the Six-Party talks, has recently reaped the rewards of a non-conciliatory strategy against the West. The existence of an anti-United States alliance as well as growing disenchantment with American imperialism, as cogently highlighted by Putin’s incriminating remarks against the Bush administration, both point to the following: as the Chair of the Delegation for Venezuela notes, it is possible to oppose the United States with few risks to Venezuela’s economy or security.
Opposing the yoke of Western imperialism is particularly pertinent given the existence of a devilish façade, the so called commitment to democratization and regime change, embraced by the Bush administration and backed by Blair’s government. Sovereignty is a principle that we must be committed to uphold. Our commitment to supporting Ahmedinejad’s efforts naturally follows from our commitment to sovereignty. Western imperialism is notorious for failing to uphold this principle when economic or security interests are at stake. Venezuela already faces criticism and disgruntlement against proposed nationalization policies.  The UNSC negotiations present a vital opportunity for Venezuela to be a leader among nations facing threats to their autonomy, in demonstrating that outside meddling in domestic affairs is absolutely unacceptable. This opportunity is equally important for Venezuela’s regional position. Ahmedinejad has recently sought to forge alliances and guarantee backing from Nicaragua and Ecuador. The current era is an important time to band with these countries in supporting Iran’s efforts.
Under Article VI of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, all countries have an inalienable right to develop research, production, and use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. Iran, a party to the NPT, now faces challenges to its right to utilize this basic right. Iran finds herself in a dangerous security environment: a non-Arab nation among Arabic nations, hampered by years of sanctions by the West, threatened by potential preventive strikes by the United States and her ally Israel.  It is our obligation to oppose the West in its efforts to obstruct Iran in attaining self-sufficiency in this difficult context.  In particular, as members of the delegation have recognized, Venezuela should use her position as a fellow OPEC member to assure Iran of supporting a potential move to curtail oil supplies, should Iran deem such an action to be necessary in the face of Western action against her.
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