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Office Hours:  Tuesday 10:00-11:00
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Course Description:

This course is designed to provide an introduction to the basic concepts and issues in political science, with a particular focus on politics and government in democratic systems.  As such, we will address topics of interest across the discipline, including ideas about the role of government, about the structure and legitimacy of political institutions, and about the nature of individual and group participation in the political process.  By the end of the course, students should have a solid introduction to the workings of political systems, an increased capacity to critically analyze politics, and an understanding of the scope of the discipline and the ways in which political scientists approach the study of politics.

I find political science to be an interesting, exciting, and thought-provoking field, and I look forward to introducing it to you this semester.  If you have any questions about this course or the discipline in general, please feel free to e-mail me or to come by my office, either during office hours or by appointment.    

Required Readings:

Students are required to obtain the following books, which are available at any of the campus bookstores:

Austin Ranney.  2001.  Governing: An Introduction to Political Science.  8th edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice-Hall.


George Orwell. 1946.  Animal Farm.  New York:  Penguin Putnam Inc.  

There also are several required readings that are available electronically.  Links for those marked with a (W) in the schedule of lectures, discussions, and readings are available through the course website which you can access at http://blackboard.cites.uiuc.edu.  Announcements and the PowerPoint slides from lecture will also be posted to this site.

Assignments and Grading:

Midterm Exams (2)…………………………………………………………….30%

Final Exam……………………………………………………………………..35%

Writing Assignments (4).....................................................................................20%

Course Participation……………………………………………………………10%

Outside Class Activity.........................................................................................5%

We will use the + and – grading system for course grades.  Your T.A. will have primary responsibility for the grading of your exams and papers.  Should you have a question about a particular grade, please see your T.A. during her office hours.  Our policy is that all grade inquiries must be made in writing no less than 24 hours and no more than 1 week after an exam or paper is returned to you.  

Course Requirements:

1.  Exams

There will be two midterms exams during the course, each worth 15% of your grade and a cumulative final exam, worth 35% of your grade.  All exams will consist of multiple choice, identification, and short answer questions designed to test your knowledge of material covered in lectures, discussion sections, and the readings.

2.  Writing Assignments

You will be asked to complete four short (1-2 page) writing assignments during the semester.  These assignments will ask you to synthesize or apply materials from the lectures or readings.  More detailed descriptions will be of these assignments will be given in class.  Because they are designed to be short (each will take you no longer than two hours to complete), they will generally be due in section the same week they are assigned in lecture. This will provide you an additional incentive to attend class regularly and to keep up with the material.    

3.  Course Participation

To encourage your active participation in lecture and discussion, class participation will comprise 10% of your final grade.  I encourage you to ask questions or make observations during lecture, but recognizing that not all students feel comfortable doing so in such a setting, this portion of your grade also includes your attendance and participation in discussion sections and your participation in small-group activities.

4.  Outside Class Activity

The final requirement of the course is that you participate in some activity outside of lecture and discussion related to political science, social science research, or real-world politics.  You have several options for completing this assignment and you need only pick one.  To receive credit, this requirement must be met before spring break, with the exception of the office hours visit, which, if you choose it, must be made before the first exam.  Options include:


Option #1--Office hours visit

Research has shown that making connections with faculty increases students' academic performance and satisfaction with their university experience.  Because this is a large class (over 200 students), it is often difficult for me to get to know students individually.  As such, I encourage you to come by office hours during the first few weeks of the semester to introduce yourself and to ask any questions you may have about the course or the discipline.       


Option #2--Attend a governmental meeting 

If you choose this option, you should attend a meeting of the city council, county council, school board, etc. and write a 1-2 page summary of what was discussed.  If you have questions about whether a particular meeting will count, please see your T.A.


Option #3--Attend a talk on campus by a political scientist

There are a variety of talks on campus by political science faculty at Illinois and from visitors from other institutions.   You can earn credit for attending such a talk by writing a short (1-2 page) report on the topic of the talk.  Once again, if you have questions about the suitability of a talk, please see your T.A.

Option #4--Participate in a social science research study

Numerous professors across campus need students to participate as subjects in their research.  Normally, this will require no more than an hour or two of your time and will allow you to see how social science research is conducted.  I will announce during class studies being conducted by my colleagues and you will have the opportunity to sign up to participate.

Course Policies:

Late Work

In order to be successful in this course, it is necessary to attend lectures and discussion sections regularly, keep up with the assigned readings, and turn in all work on time.  I recognize that serious illnesses and emergencies do occasionally arise, and ask that you notify me as soon as possible to make alternative arrangements if you find yourself in such a situation.  Barring such an agreement, late work will be assessed a penalty of five percentage points per day for each day past the due date, and make-up exams will not be permitted.  In the interest of fairness, I will not be able to provide extensions for reasons other than documented illnesses or emergencies (i.e. this includes assignments or exams in other classes).

Final Exam

Our final exam is scheduled for Friday, May 16th.  All students are expected to take the exam at this time unless their exam schedule qualifies them for a conflict exam under the university's criteria (i.e. more than two consecutive final exams within 24 hours).
Academic Honesty 
University standards for academic honesty apply in this class.  You are expected to know and understand the university's policies on this matter.  If you have questions about these standards, please consult the Code of Policies and Regulations:

http://www.uiuc.edu/admin_manual/code/code_contents.html
We will discuss guidelines for written work in more detail in class, but when in doubt, don’t hesitate to ask for clarification.  The UIUC Writers’ Workshop is also a good resource for students who have questions about writing or would like assistance with their class writing assignments.  Full information about their services is provided at their website:

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/cws/wworkshop/
Schedule of Lectures, Discussions, and Readings
January 21
Lecture:  Introduction and Course Administration

January 23       Lecture:  Defining Politics



Ranney, Chapter 1

Sections
Introduction to Animal Farm



Preface and Introduction

January 28
Lecture:  Political Science as a Discipline



Political Science Department Website



http:///www.pol.uiuc.edu/

January 30
Lecture:  Why Government?



Ranney, Chapter 2

Sections
Animal Farm



Orwell, Chapters 1-4

February 4
Lecture:  What Should Government Do?  An Introduction to Ideologies



Ranney, Chapter 4, pp. 69-80

February 6
Lecture:  Ideology Part II



Ranney, Chapter 4, pp. 81-90

Sections
Animal Farm



Orwell, Chapters 5-7

February 11
Lecture:  Basics of Democracy



Ranney, Chapter 5, pp. 94-100

February 13
Lecture:  Comparing Democracy and Authoritarianism



Ranney, Chapter 5, pp. 100-110

Section
s
Animal Farm and Midterm Review



Orwell, Chapters 8-10

February 18
Lecture: How Citizens Approach Politics and Government



Ranney, Chapter 3

February 20
Midterm Exam #1

Section
s
Political Knowledge in the United States

(W)  Michael Delli Carpini and Scott Keeter.  1991.  "Stability and Change in the U.S. Public's Knowledge of Politics."  Public Opinion Quarterly. 55(4): 583-612.

February 25
Lecture:  Public Opinion and Democracy



Ranney, Chapter 6

February 27
Lecture:  Mass Communications and Politics



Ranney, Chapter 7
Sections
Civic Engagement


(W) Robert Putnam.  1995.  "Bowling Alone: America's Declining Social Capital."  Journal of Democracy.  6(1): 65-78.

March 4
Lecture:  Experiments on Communication Effects



(W) Benjamin Page.  1996. "The Mass Media as Political Actors."  PS: Political Science and Politics.  29(1): 20-24.

March 6
Lecture:  Elections and Voting Behavior



Ranney, Chapter 8, pp. 160-172 and Chapter 9

Section
s
Proposals for Reforming the Electoral Process

(W) Stephen Knack.  1995.  "Does 'Motor Voter" Work? Evidence from State Level Data."  Journal of Politics.  57(3): 796-811.
March 11 
Lecture:  Electoral Systems: The Rules DO Matter



Ranney, Chapter 8, pp. 172-192

March 13
Lecture:  Political Parties



Ranney, Chapter 10

Section
s
Proportional Representation in the United States?
(W) Douglas Amy.  1993.   "How Proportional Representation Would Finally Solve Our Redistricting and Gerrymandering Problems."  Adapted from Real Choices/New Voices: How Proportional Representation Could Revitalize American Democracy.  New York: Columbia University Press.    

March 18
Lecture:  Making Law--Legislative Procedures and Institutions



Ranney, Chapter 11, pp. 233-255

March 20
Lecture:  Legislative Behavior and Representation



Ranney, Chapter 11, p. 255-260

NO SECTIONS MEET--Happy Spring Break!

April 1

Lecture:  Executives:  Presidents and Prime Ministers



Ranney, Chapter 12

April 3

Video:  "The Elected: The Presidency and the Congress"

Sections
Exam Review



April 8

Midterm Exam #2
April 10
Lecture:  Bureaucracy



Ranney, Chapter 13

Sections
What is Law?



Ranney, Chapter 14, pp. 326-332

April 15
Lecture:  Judges, Courts, and the Judicial Process



Ranney, Chapter 14, pp. 332-353

April 17
Lecture:  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights



Ranney, Chapter 15

Section
s
Civil Liberties and Rights in Action



Ranney, Chapter 16

April 22
Lecture:  International Politics



Ranney, Chapter 17

April 24
Lecture:  International Political Economy



Ranney, Chapter 18

Sections
Globalization:  Concepts and Controversies



(W)  Benjamin Barber.  1992. "Jihad vs. McWorld."  The Atlantic Monthly.



269(3):  53-65.
April 29
Lecture:  War and Peace



Ranney, Chapter 19, pp. 457-472

May 1

Lecture:  The New "New World Order"--International Politics after 9/11



Ranney, Chapter 19, pp. 472-485

Sections
Final Exam Review

May 6

Lecture:  Where Do We Go From Here?

Final Examination

Friday, May 16th

1:30-4:30 p.m.

Greg Hall 100

