Nazli Avdan    email:avdan@uiuc.edu
 

Office Hours Mondays 11:00-12:00, Wednesdays 11:00-12:00 at Lincoln Hall room 409

Syllabus For Discussion Sections. 

The purpose of the discussion sections is severalfold: to review major lecture topics, clarify confusing points, touch on certain concepts left out during the lectures, and to provide an environment for discussion that it is hard to provide in a large lecture setting. 
Structure

As there are no additional readings assigned for the discussion sections we will be focusing on that week’s articles and handouts in discussion sections. I strongly advise you to bring to sections that week’s article printouts( if you choose to print them out) and the handouts given in class. This will enable you to take notes and ask questions on any of the points touched on that week. 

Grading

10% of your final course grade comes from participation in the discussion sections. The course policy is that participation is a combination of several factors: coming to class, being prepared, coming to office hours, asking questions and contribution to the class. 

Your participation grade will depend upon the following:

· Regular attendance in sections : attendance & contribution to class discussion

· contribution to class discussion

· group activities and presentation of assigned articles

Coming to office hours, being prepared (bringing texts etc.) will bring you extra points. 

Group Activities:

No major preparation or outside research or written presentation is required for this activity. The expectation is that you pick out from these articles the major concepts/ideas that you think are worth of class discussion and come to class with several questions for discussion. The purpose of this activity is to give you a greater chance to lead the class and voice your opinions. 

*You are required to sign up for one of the discussion weeks. Each week we will have a group of 4-5 students presenting the articles. 
*Your presentation of an article may be:

-highlighting key concepts and or

-coming up with 5-6 substantive questions based on the articles or

-a debate on a contentious issue (if you find there is a central concept we need to debate)

-You do not necessarily need to present a summary of the articles although you may decide to begin your presentation with a brief summary if necessary.

-You may focus on either or both of the articles depending on the subject. You may choose to highlight certain concepts or pose questions by combining the week’s articles or base it on either one of them. 

**You are required to email me the questions/key concepts/summary you have come up with at the latest at  1 PM on the day before sections (Wednesdays). You may email what you have come up with individually if you find it easier than presenting a single group presentation.

- I will try to form the material you send to me into a single handout/slide/email attachment for the rest of the class to make use of in discussions.

Weekly topics and articles

September 12: domination and resistance: James C. Scott article

                        State-society relations: Joel S. Migdal article

Sept 19:leadership in contentious politics: Aminzade, Goldstone and Perry article

             Mobilization in contentious politics: McAdam, Tarrow, Tilly article

Sept 26: nationalist independence movements: documentary & Payne and Nassar article

              Violence and nonviolence in India: documentary on Gandhi and following articles 

October 3: violent revolutionary movements in Southeast Asia: Goodwin article

                 Violent revolutionary movements in Central America: second Goodwin article

Oct        10: insurgencies: third Goodwin article

                 Civil wars and state failures in Africa: R. Joseph and J. Herbst articles.

**ALSO EXAM REVIEW THAT WEEK

Oct       24: democracy movements: documentary on Mandela & Schmitter and Karl article

                   The third wave to democracy: Huntington article& Plattneer article

Oct       31: democracy movements in 1989: fourth Goodwin article

                   Demmocratic transition : Stepan article& Manning and Antic article

Nov       7: democratic transition: reconciliation with the past-Brody article and Benomar et al article

                  Democratic consolidation: Schedler article &Linz and Stepan article

Nov       14: illiberal democracies: Zakaria article &Plattner article

                  Fragile democracies: Lewis article &Matters article

Nov       21. NO SECTIONS

Dec        5: democracy and development: Herring article & Khanna and Huang article

                 Democracy and culture: Sartori article&Ansary article, Stepan and Robertson article

Dec       12: FINAL EXAM REVIEW

