The best pictures of the year. They’re not necessarily the ones with the best performances, or the ones that made the most money. They’re the ones that stick with you long after seeing them, that will continue to stay with you for years, with instantly classic characters and concepts that are perfectly executed. And now, my humble list of the best pictures of the year.

1. Return of the King- The best fantasy epic of all time, and the movie that all action movies in the future will be compared to.
*    City of God- This movie technically came out last year, but if I were to include it in this year’s movies (as the Oscars are doing), it would sit here at #2. The best foreign film I have ever seen, the best gang drama since The Godfathers, the best child acting, and the best villain in the absolutely terrifying Lil’ Ze.

2. American Splendor- Paul Giamatti gave the best performance of the year as Harvey Pekar, in the most original movie of the year, and the best and most faithful adaptation of a comic book ever.
3. Lost in Translation- In the best portrayal of love onscreen all year, Scarlett Johansson gives the best female performance of the year, and Bill Murray puts on a performance as Bob Harris that can place that name next to Herman Blume, Phil Connors, and Carl Spackler in his pantheon of great performances.
4. Finding Nemo- The best animated movie of the year, and the most beautiful film Pixar has ever done.
5. The Last Samurai- The best non-fantasy epic, the best war drama, and the best ninja/samurai movie of the year. 
6. X2: X-Men United- The best superhero movie we have seen thus far in a movie theater. Ian McKellen’s Magneto is a god among men.
7. A Mighty Wind- Possibly the best movie that the most brilliant comedic minds of today have ever done. They even wrote their own fantastic catchy songs, and Fred Willard’s Mike LaFontaine is a treasure. Wha’ happened?!
8. The Cooler- Three of the best performances of the year and the best Vegas-related movie to come along in a long time.
9. Peter Pan- I know people will think I’m crazy, but this is the best movie version of Peter Pan there is. Better than the Disney version.
10. School of Rock- The best mainstream comedy of the year, and the movie that will make Jack Black a star for many years  to come.

11. Big Fish- It has the best supporting performance of the year courtesy of Albert Finney, but all you need to know is it’s by Tim Burton. The scene where time stands still is one of the best of the year.
12. In America- A personal and deeply moving story about living in the face of loss. The closest I came to crying all year at a film. 

13. Once Upon a Time in Mexico- The most badass film of the year. Johnny Depp, Willem Dafoe, Antonio Banderas, and Cheech Marin on the same screen. Need I say more?
14. The Triplets of Belleville- If City of God counts as last year, this is the best foreign film of the year, with very scant dialogue and the trippiest visuals this side of The Wall.
15. Love Actually- The best romantic comedy of the year, written by the best romantic comedy writer in the biz. If your heart doesn’t melt at the scene with the signs, you’ll never be thawed out.
16. Whale Rider- A film that tells a native New Zealand tribe’s myth of creation mixed with a young girl’s coming-of-age story. It’s absolutely spellbinding, and the girl’s performance (now nominated for an Oscar! At age 13!) is remarkable.
17. Cold Mountain- Solid epic making, with some great cinematography and good performances all around.
18. Johnny English- A GREAT comedy courtesy of the warped mind of Mr. Bean.
19. Pirates of the Caribbean- Captain Jack Sparrow is an instantly classic character that rises this action movie from coolness to greatness.
20. Kill Bill Volume 1- A beautiful but uneven movie….but when it’s great, it’s reeeeally great.
21. Elf- Will Ferrell becomes a lead star instead of a supporting scene-stealer in this great family Christmas comedy.

22. House of Sand and Fog- Three great performances and gorgeous visuals make this otherwise melodramatic film a keeper.
23. Elephant- At times stunning, at times confusing, Gus Van Sant’s film about the Columbine shooting is beautiful and riveting, and it’s masterfully pieced together.

24. Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines- An extremely worthy and fun sequel.
25. Mystic River- Damn good performances and a great overriding tone brought down, but not out, by a crappy ending.
Movies I wish I coulda seen: 21 Grams, The Station Agent, Monster, Girl With a Pearl Earring, Pieces of April, The Secret Lives of Dentists, Capturing the Friedmans, The Fog of War

