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NC Policy Questions

Advocates for increased spending on education in North Carolina have proposed raising more money for schools by creating a lottery or by raising taxes. Several different ways of raising more money have been suggested. Which of these ways do you like the most?

Control

Establishing a state lottery

Raising taxes

Treatment 1:

Establishing a state lottery

Raising the state sales tax

Raising the state cigarette tax

Raising the state income tax

Treatment 2:

Establishing a state lottery

Raising the state sales tax

Treatment 3:

Establishing a state lottery

Raising the state cigarette tax

Treatment 4:

Establishing a state lottery

Raising the state income tax

There are currently two bills in the North Carolina state legislature proposing cigarette tax increases. One suggests raising the tax by 35 cents per pack, the other calls for raising the tax by 70 cents per pack. What proposal would you support?

Control

Neither one

35 cents per pack increase

70 cents per pack increase

Both bills

Treatment 1:

Neither one: the state should not increase the cigarette tax by as much as 35 cents.

35 cents per pack increase

70 cents per pack increase

Either bill

Neither one: the state should increase the cigarette tax by more than 70 cents.

The North Carolina state legislature decided to reduce the state sales tax by a half-cent. Governor Mike Easley is looking for more money to balance the state budget. To do so, he has proposed delaying the reduction in the state sales tax for two years. What is your opinion about the state sales tax? What do you think the government should do?
Control:

Reduce the state sales tax now.

Delay the proposed half-cent reduction and keep the sales tax as it is.

Increase the state sales tax now.

Treatment 1:

Reduce the state sales tax by more than a half-cent now.

Reduce the state sales tax by a half-cent now.

Delay the proposed half-cent reduction and keep the sales tax as it is.

Increase the state sales tax now.

The state tax on cigarettes in North Carolina is currently five cents per pack. The average state tax on cigarettes is about 45 cents per pack. Some states have cigarette taxes as high as $1.50 per pack.

There has been talk of increasing the tax on cigarettes in North Carolina to help balance the state budget. How much of an increase would you favor?  

Control:

No increase

5 cents more per pack

10 cents more per pack

25 cents more per pack

35 cents more per pack

50 cents more per pack

70 cents more per pack

More than 70 cents per pack

Treatment 1:

No increase

10 cents more per pack

25 cents more per pack

35 cents more per pack

50 cents more per pack

70 cents more per pack

More than 70 cents per pack

Treatment 2:

No increase

5 cents more per pack

10 cents more per pack

35 cents more per pack

70 cents more per pack

More than 70 cents per pack
