You are invited to participate in a research study about political issues being conducted by researchers from Duke University. 

Today we are asking people their opinions about some important policy issues. In the past, when people asked your opinion about politics, you may have found some questions to be difficult to answer. Today, we are particularly interested in finding out why some questions are more difficult than others. Your answers will help scholars improve the quality of future survey research. Most people complete the survey in less than ten minutes.

We would like to ask you 5 policy questions. After each one, we will ask you to tell us how hard it was for you to answer the question. This is very important to our research. Perhaps it was hard for you to make up your mind? Maybe you had not thought much about this issue before? Or, you had to think for a while about your opinion? You can choose from five different answers that we think measure how difficult it was to for you to choose an answer: 
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Somewhat difficult

A little difficult

Not very difficult

Not at all difficult

For practice, consider this question. Most people tend to find answering this question to be “not very difficult” or “not at all difficult.” 
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-> When you are driving, what kind of music do you usually like to listen to? Choose one.

a) Rock / Pop

b) Classical

c) Jazz

d) R & B

e) Other ____________

f) No music (ex: talk radio, audio books)

How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?
_____
Very difficult

_____
Somewhat difficult

_____
A little difficult

_____
Not very difficult

_____
Not at all difficult

Your opinions are very important to us. The information you provide will be kept completely confidential and will be used only for research purposes. Because we are interested in your own opinion, it is very important that you do not share the questions you are answering with others while you or they are completing the questionnaire.

If you have any concerns, you may ask any questions you have about the research at any time. You may refuse to answer any questions or stop participating at any time. By answering the following questions, we assume that you have voluntarily agreed to participate in this research study.

First, please tell us a little about yourself and how interested you are in politics.

1) What state do you live in? __________

2) Are you over 18 years of age? ________

3) How interested would you say you are in politics? Please circle the number that best describes your level of interest in local politics.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	DK

	Not at all interested
	Not very interested
	A little interested
	Somewhat interested
	Very interested
	Can’t Choose


4) How informed are you about political issues?  Please circle the number that best describes how well you are informed about political issues.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	DK

	Not at all informed
	Not very informed
	A little informed
	Somewhat informed
	Very informed
	Can’t Choose


5) How closely do you follow news about the state government’s budget and proposed tax increases?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	DK

	Not closely at all 
	Not very closely
	Somewhat closely
	Very closely
	Can’t Choose


6) How familiar are you with foreign policy issues?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	DK

	Not at all familiar
	Not very familiar
	A little familiar
	Somewhat familiar
	Very familiar
	Can’t Choose


7) How familiar are you with domestic policy issues like crime, health care or the environment?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	DK

	Not at all familiar
	Not very familiar
	A little familiar
	Somewhat familiar
	Very familiar
	Can’t Choose


For the following questions about policies, please choose the answer that comes closest to your opinion.
8) In recent years, our government’s leaders in Washington have talked about improving our efforts to fight crime in America. What do you think the federal government should do?

9) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

10) People who purchase hybrid cars, such as the Toyota Prius™, Honda Insight™ and Honda Civic™ Hybrids, currently qualify for a federal tax deduction. This year, the deduction was $2,000. Starting next year, the deduction will be phased out by $500 per year, so that in 2007 there will be no deduction. Some feel we should encourage more people to buy fuel-efficient cars by permanently setting the deduction at $2,000. However, some argue that Congress should completely eliminate the deduction to reduce the federal budget deficit. What would you favor?

11) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

12) Israel recently asked the U.S. government for loan guarantees and an extra $4 billion in aid to help pay for the cost of  preparing Israel’s defenses in case Saddam Hussein attacked Israel during the War on Iraq. This money is in addition to the $3 billion the U.S. government already gives Israel each year. Some critics think that the U.S. government should stop aiding Israel until Israel withdraws from the occupied territories in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. What do you think the U.S. government should do?

13) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

14) Today, many small businesses are struggling to afford the cost of health care for their employees. Because small businesses are so important to our economy, government leaders and policy experts have proposed several ways to control health care costs for small businesses. Which of the following proposals would you support?

15) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

16) During the summer, many parts of our country suffered a severe drought, leaving many sources of safe drinking water at dangerously low levels. Of the following options, what would be the best way to reduce water consumption next summer to ensure the problem will not be repeated.

17) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

18) To reduce the budget deficit, most states are looking for ways to cut costs even if they are considering raising taxes. One option is to reduce the number of state employees through lay-offs, even if this means lowering the number of state troopers and social workers. Another way to save money would be to freeze the state employees’ wages at their current levels or to pay the state employees less. Which of these options to cut costs do you support the most?

19) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?
20) Advocates for increased spending on education in North Carolina have proposed raising more money for schools by creating a lottery or by raising taxes. Several different ways of raising more money have been suggested. Which of these ways do you like the most?
21) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

22) There are currently two bills in the North Carolina state legislature proposing cigarette tax increases. One suggests raising the tax by 35 cents per pack, the other calls for raising the tax by 70 cents per pack. What proposal would you support?
23) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

24) The North Carolina state legislature decided to reduce the state sales tax by a half-cent. Governor Mike Easley is looking for more money to balance the state budget. To do so, he has proposed delaying the reduction in the state sales tax for two years. What is your opinion about the state sales tax? What do you think the government should do?
25) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

26) The state tax on cigarettes in North Carolina is currently five cents per pack. The average state tax on cigarettes is about 45 cents per pack. Some states have cigarette taxes as high as $1.50 per pack. There has been talk of increasing the tax on cigarettes in North Carolina to help balance the state budget. How much of an increase would you favor?

27) How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

28) If you thought that choosing an answer to any of those policy questions was “very difficult” or “somewhat difficult,” please tell us why. Select the answer or answers that best describe why you found the choice to be difficult.

_____
I had a hard time choosing between two or more answers.

_____
I did not like any of the possible answers.

_____
I did not have enough information to answer the question.

_____
I am not very knowledgeable about the policy.

_____
I was not sure which answer was best.

_____
Other ____________________________________________________________________

Thank you! Please answer the following quick questions about yourself:
D1) Are you male or female?
_____
Male 
_____
Female

D2) What is the highest grade of school or year of college you have completed?

_____
No high school diploma or equivalency

_____
High school diploma or equivalency

_____
Some college (but no degree)

_____
2 year college degree

_____
4 year college degree

_____
Some advanced education (MA, Ph.D., Law Degree, etc, or progress towards one of these)

D3) How would you describe yourself? Check all that apply
	_____
White
	_____
Black
	_____
Asian


	_____
Latino or Hispanic
	_____
Other  -   Please Specify:

_________________________




D4) Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or what?

_____
Democrat
_____
Independent
_____
Republican
_____
Other _________________

If you answered independent, do you tend to lean toward the Democrats, the Republicans or neither?

_____
Lean towards Democrats
_____
Lean to Republicans
_____
Neither


D5) Which of the following categories best describes your total household income before taxes, from all sources? 

_____
Under $20,000 

_____
$20,000 to $39,999 

_____
$40,000 to $59,999 

_____
$60,000 to $79,999 

_____
$80,000 or higher

	D6) How often do you buy a pack of cigarettes?

_____
Never.

_____
Once a month or less. 

_____
Once every week or two. 

_____
More than once a week.
	D6) If you are working full-time, who do you work for?

_____
 Government or government agency.

_____
 Business with fewer than 100 employees.

_____
 Business with more than 100 employees.

_____
 Self-employed.

_____
 Other ________

_____
 Not currently working full-time


D7) We want to know how well known the different governmental leaders are.  

What is the name of the governor of your state?  __________________________________________

Can you name one of the Senators from your state? ________________________________________

Can you name the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States? ____________________________________

Once again, thank you for participating in our study.

The results of this survey will be used by researchers at Duke University to better understand how people form opinions about important political issues. Other people will answer the same questions you did; however, they will not necessarily choose an answer from the same list of options. By comparing your answers to their answers, we can understand how changing the list of answers affected your choices and how difficult you thought it was to answer the question. 

We are particularly curious about how difficult it was to answer the questions because many people tell us that they often have a hard time answering questions about politics. Some scholars think that when people have a hard time answering the question they are more likely to choose certain answers. Knowing which answers become more likely to be chosen will help survey researchers more accurately gauge public opinion. Knowing what makes questions easier to answer will help our leaders get better advice on how to make good public policy. This study is part of a doctoral dissertation project that has already looked at how voter decision-making is affected by the number of candidates running for office.

You can learn more about this study by emailing RML5@DUKE.EDU or calling (919) 613-7399. If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant in this study, please contact the Chair of the Human Subjects Committee at Duke at (919) 684-3030.
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