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These days, many people are talking about how to reduce crime in our communities. Some think we should focus on preventing crimes before they occur through community programs. Some think that we need to do a better job of enforcing the laws by hiring more police officers. Others think that we need to keep criminals off the street by imposing longer and tougher jail sentences. What do you think should be your community’s priority?
_____
Community programs aimed at preventing crime.

_____
Hire more police officers.

_____
Lengthen jail time to keep criminals off the street.

How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

_____
Very difficult

_____
Somewhat difficult

_____
A little difficult

_____
Not very difficult

_____
Not at all difficult
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People who purchase hybrid cars, such as the Toyota Prius™, Honda Insight™ and Honda Civic™ Hybrids, currently qualify for a federal tax deduction. This year, the deduction was $2,000. Starting next year, the deduction will be phased out by $500 per year, so that in 2007 there will be no deduction. Some feel we should encourage more people to buy fuel-efficient cars by permanently setting the deduction at $2,000. However, some argue that Congress should completely eliminate the deduction to reduce the federal budget deficit. What would you favor?
_____
Eliminate the tax deduction immediately.
_____
Reduce the deduction by $500 per year.
_____
Make the $2,000 tax deduction on hybrids permanent.
How difficult was it for you to choose an answer?

_____
Very difficult

_____
Somewhat difficult

_____
A little difficult

_____
Not very difficult

_____
Not at all difficult
