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Policy questions for any respondent, of any state:

[In Pennsylvania: Governor Rendell proposed…]
To reduce the budget deficit, most states are looking for ways to cut costs even if they are considering raising taxes. One option is to reduce the number of state employees through lay-offs, even if this means lowering the number of state troopers and social workers. Another way to save money would be to freeze the state employees’ wages at their current levels or to pay the state employees less. Which of these options to cut costs do you support the most?

Control:

Reduce number of state employees through lay-offs.

Keep the same number of state employees, but freeze wages.

Keep the same number of state employees, but pay them less.

Make no change in the number of state employees or how much the state pays them.

Treatment 1:

Reduce number of state employees through lay-offs

Keep the same number of state employees, but freeze wages.
Keep the same number of state employees, but give smaller cost-of-living increases than usual.
Keep the same number of state employees, but pay them less.

Make no change in the number of state employees or how much the state pays them.

People who purchase hybrid cars, such as the Toyota Prius™, Honda Insight™ and Honda Civic™ Hybrids, currently qualify for a federal tax deduction. This year, the deduction was $2,000. Starting next year, the deduction will be phased out by $500 per year, so that in 2007 there will be no deduction. Some feel we should encourage more people to buy fuel-efficient cars by permanently setting the deduction at $2,000. However, some argue that Congress should completely eliminate the deduction to reduce the federal budget deficit. What would you favor?

Control:

Eliminate the tax deduction immediately.
Reduce the deduction by $500 per year.
Make the $2,000 tax deduction on hybrids permanent.
Treatment 1:

Eliminate the tax deduction

Phase out the deduction quicker, by $1000 per year.

Reduce the deduction by $500 per year.

Phase out the deduction slower, by $250 per year.

Make the $2,000 tax deduction on hybrids permanent.

Treatment 2:

Eliminate the tax deduction

Reduce the deduction by $500 per year.

Phase out the deduction slower, by $250 per year.

Make the $2,000 tax deduction on hybrids permanent.

Treatment 3:

Eliminate the tax deduction

Phase out the deduction quicker, by $1000 per year.

Reduce the deduction by $500 per year.

Make the $2,000 tax deduction on hybrids permanent.

Israel recently asked the U.S. government for loan guarantees and an extra $4 billion in aid to help pay for the cost of  preparing Israel’s defenses in case Saddam Hussein attacked Israel during the War on Iraq. This money is in addition to the $3 billion the U.S. government already gives Israel each year. Some critics think that the U.S. government should stop aiding Israel until Israel withdraws from the occupied territories in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. What do you think the U.S. government should do?
Control:

Reduce the amount of aid given to Israel

Keep the amount of aid given to Israel the same as it has been.

Increase the amount of aid given to Israel

Treatment 1:

Reduce the amount of aid given to Israel

Keep the amount of aid given to Israel the same as it has been.

Increase aid to Israel, but by less than the $4 billion requested by Israel

Increase aid to Israel by $4 billion

Treatment 2:

Reduce the amount of aid given to Israel

Keep the amount of aid given to Israel the same as it has been.

Increase the amount of aid given to Israel by $1 billion or less

Increase the amount of aid given to Israel by $1 billion – $3 billion

Increase the amount of aid given to Israel by $4 billion.

During the summer, many parts of our country suffered through a severe drought. After many sources of safe drinking water were at dangerously low levels at the end of the summer, we were wondering what you thought would be the best way to reduce water consumption next summer to ensure that the problem would not be repeated. Of the following options, which one would do you think would be the best way to reduce water consumption:

There are two control sets:

A) Increase taxes on high levels of water use to make using lots of water very expensive.

B) Restrict when people can use water and/or what they can use the water for.

A) Increase taxes on high levels of water use to make using lots of water very expensive.

B) Stop people from watering their lawns more than three times a week.

Treatment 1:

A) Increase taxes on high levels of water use to make using lots of water very expensive.

B) Restrict when people can use water and/or what they can use the water for.

C) Encourage people to reduce the amount of water they consume and buy water-saving appliances and faucets.

Treatment 2:

A) Increase taxes on high levels of water use to make using lots of water very expensive.

B) Stop people from watering their lawns more than three times a week.

C) Stop people from watering their lawns in the middle of the day.

Treatment 3:

A) Increase taxes on high levels of water use to make using lots of water very expensive.

B) Stop people from watering their lawns more than three times a week.

C) Stop people from watering their lawns more than once a week.

These days, many people are talking about how to reduce crime in our communities. Some think we should focus on preventing crimes before they occur through community programs. Some think that we need to do a better job of enforcing the laws by hiring more police officers. Others think that we need to keep criminals off the street by imposing longer and tougher jail sentences. What do you think should be your community’s priority?

The control options are:

A) Community programs aimed at preventing crime.

B) Hire more police officers.

C) Lengthen jail time to keep criminals off the street.

Treatment 1:

A) After school programs to keep kids out of trouble.

B) Increase the number of neighborhood watch programs.
C) Hire more police officers.

D) Lengthen jail time to keep criminals off the street.

Treatment 2:

A) Community programs aimed at preventing crime.

B) Hire more local police officers.

C) Hire more federal officers, such as FBI agents.

D) Lengthen jail time to keep criminals off the street.

Treatment 3:

A) Community programs aimed at preventing crime.

B) Hire more police officers.

C) Longer mandatory jail sentences for criminals.

D) Make repeat offenders ineligible for parole.

Today, many small businesses are struggling to afford the cost of health care for their employees. Because small businesses are so important to our economy, government leaders and policy experts have proposed several ways to control health care costs for small businesses. Which of the following proposals would you support?

The control options are:

A) Provide government-funded health insurance.

B) Allow small businesses to purchase insurance at prices set by the government.

C) Link small businesses together in large insurance pools.

D) None of the above.

Treatment 1:

A) Provide government-funded health insurance.

B) Allow small businesses to purchase insurance at prices set by the government.

C) Link small businesses together in large insurance pools.

D) Allow small businesses to purchase insurance through trade associations.

E) None of the above.

