Thank you for agreeing to participate in a study being conducted by researchers from Duke University about local political issues. Today we are asking people about their opinions regarding some candidates thinking about running for local offices. We would like to hear what you think about these candidates and their stances on the issues. 
Your opinions are very important to us. The information you provide will be kept completely confidential and will be used only for research purposes. We are interested in learning more about people’s perceptions of the candidates and their opinions of them. Because we are interested in your own opinion, it is very important that you do not share the information you are given about the candidates with other people while you or they are completing the questionnaire or look at the information provided to anyone else.

If you have any concerns, you have the right to ask any questions you have about the research before you agree to participate by answering these questions. You may refuse to answer any questions or stop participating at any time. Most people complete the survey in less than ten minutes.

1) What state do you live in? __________ 
How many years have you lived there?
_______ 

2) How interested would you say you are in local political issues? Please circle the number that best describes your level of interest in local politics.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	DK

	Not at all interested
	Not very interested
	Somewhat interested
	Fairly interested
	Very interested
	Can’t Choose


3) How informed are you about local political issues?  Please circle the number that best describes how well you are informed about local political issues.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	DK

	Not at all informed
	Not very informed
	Somewhat informed
	Fairly informed
	Very informed
	Can’t Choose


_ _ _cad

4) Considering all the public policy issues in your local area, what do you think are the most serious problems today? Please mark an X in the box that comes closest to your answer. If you think several are equally important, you may mark up to three problems.
	_____
Economy (jobs, business)

_____
Environment 

_____
Growth, population, development
_____
Health Care

_____
Housing, housing costs

_____
Poverty, welfare

_____
Public Safety (Crime, gangs)
	_____
Race relations, ethnic tensions

_____
Schools, education

_____
Taxes

_____
Traffic and transportation

_____
Trash collection

_____
Other __________________

_____
Don’t Know


Please look at the yellow sheet with the information about the candidates. Take as long as you need to read it and please consult it to answer the following questions. There are no right or wrong answers; your opinions are what we are interested in. So, please do not get input from other people or share this information with anyone else until you are finished answering the questions.
5) Which candidate would you support if the election was held today? Please mark an X in the appropriate box.
_____
Candidate D
_____
Candidate E
_____
Candidate F
6) How difficult was it to choose which candidate you would support if the election was held today?

_____
Very difficult
_____
Somewhat difficult

_____
A little difficult

_____
Not very difficult
_____
Not at all difficult
7) Why did you choose this candidate?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

8) How certain are you that this candidate is the best choice for you?

_____
Very certain
_____
Somewhat certain

_____
A little certain

_____
Not very certain
_____
Not at all certain
9) What other candidate(s) would you consider supporting if the election was held today? Mark all that apply
_____
Candidate D
_____
Candidate E
_____
Candidate F
10)  Some people think government should provide fewer services, even in areas such as education in order to reduce spending. Other people feel it is important for the government to provide many more services even if it means an increase in spending.  On the scale below, where would you place each candidate?

Circle the number in the column that best describes what you think each candidate will do if elected. If you are not sure or don’t know for one candidate, circle “DK”.
	
	Government should provide much fewer services; reduce spending a lot.
	
	Government should provide much more services; increase spending a lot.
	Don’t Know/ Not Sure

	Candidate D
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	DK

	Candidate E
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	DK

	Candidate F
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	DK


11) Where would you place yourself on this scale? Circle the number in the column that best describes your views.
	Yourself
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	DK

	
	Government should provide much fewer services; reduce spending a lot.
	
	
	
	Government should provide much more services; increase spending a lot.
	Not Sure/ Don’t Know


12) If these candidates were running against each other, who do you think would be most likely to win in your community?

_____
Candidate D
_____
Candidate E
_____
Candidate F
_____
D or E
_____
D or F
_____
E or F
_____
All of them have an equal chance
Please answer the following quick questions about yourself:
13) Are you male or female?
_____
Male 
_____
Female

14) What is the highest grade of school or year of college you have completed?

_____
8th Grade or Less and no diploma or equivalency

_____
Some high school (but no diploma)

_____
Some college (but no degree)

_____
2 year college degree

_____
4 year college degree

_____
Some advanced education (MA, Ph.D., Law Degree, etc, or some progress towards one of these)

15) How would you describe yourself? Check all that apply
	_____
White
	_____
Black
	_____
Asian


	_____
Latino or Hispanic
	_____
Other  -   Please Specify:

_________________________



16) Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent or what?

_____
Democrat
_____
Independent
_____
Republican
_____
Other _________________

If you answered independent, do you tend to lean towards the Democrats, the Republicans or neither?

_____
Lean towards Democrats
_____
Lean to Republicans
_____
Neither


17) Which of the following categories best describes your total household income before taxes, from all sources? 

_____
Under $20,000 

_____
$20,000 to $39,999 

_____
$40,000 to $59,999 

_____
$60,000 to $79,999 

_____
$80,000 or higher
18) We want to know how well known the different governmental leaders are.  

What is the name of the governor of your state?  __________________________________________

Can you name one of the Senators from your state? ________________________________________

Can you name one of the Congressmen from your state? ____________________________________

