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Education

Ph.D. Political Science. Duke University. Degree Expected: January 2003.


Exam Fields: American and Comparative Politics. April 1999.


Trinity College, Dublin. Visiting Student in Dept. of Political Science, Spring 1999.



I.C.P.S.R. Summer School, Summer 1997.

B.A. University of Rochester. 1996.


Magna Cum Laude with High Honors in Political Science.



Management Certificate in Marketing.



Oxford University, Worcester College, Visiting Student in Politics, 1994‑5.

H.S. Akiba Hebrew Academy, Merion, Pennsylvania. 1992.

Dissertation 


"Dynamics of Multicandidate Elections: Menu-dependent Preferences."

Committee: John H. Aldrich (Chair), Herbert Kitschelt, Michael C. Munger, John W. Payne.

How are multicandidate elections different from elections with only two candidates? Are concerns that minor party candidates confuse or distract voters valid? Using survey evidence and original experiments, I investigate how the presence of more than two options affects the vote. My central hypothesis is that the number and type of candidates in an election campaign influence how voters evaluate candidates. Contrary to traditional vote models, I discover that varying the set of candidates in an election influences voter decision-making in systematic ways. When there are more than two candidates, I find a compromise effect that benefits moderate candidates consistent with scholarship into consumer behavior. Voters who find the voting decision to be difficult are more likely to choose the moderate candidate regardless of strategic considerations. When a third, extreme candidate is in the race, the adjacent candidate benefits from appearing more moderate and wins the vote of some who might otherwise support the opposing candidate.

Special Awards and Honors

National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grant, 2001.

National Science Foundation Honorable Mention, 1997.

University of Rochester Student Life Award, 1995 ‑ 1996.

Alumni Scholar at the University of Rochester, 1992 ‑ 1996.

National Merit Scholarship Finalist, 1992.

Research and Teaching Interests

American: Public opinion and collective decision-making, political parties, political strategy, urban politics.

Comparative: Western Europe, Middle East Politics, Political Economy.

Methods: Positive political theory, experimental methods, statistics.

Teaching Experience

“Political Analysis for Public Policy,” Sanford Institute of Public Policy, Duke University, Duke University. Fall 2000, Fall 2001 and 2002-2003.
A required class for Public Policy majors with an average class size of 45-50 students. Developed original syllabus integrating computer web design skills into the course. Managed staff of teaching assistants.

“Urban Politics - Getting Along.” Department of Political Science, Duke University, Fall 2001.

A senior seminar in American politics with 18 students. 

“American Parties: The Future of German Politics?” Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany. Summer 1999.

Taught seminar on comparative party and electoral politics to German undergraduates in English.

Publications
Levine, Renan. “Readjuster Party of Virginia,” “Consumer Party,” “Eugene McCarthy,” and related biographies. In Immanuel Ness and James Ciment. Encyclopedia of Third Parties in America. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, Inc.
Conference Papers

Levine, Renan. “Dynamics of Multi-Candidate Campaigns: Menu-Dependent Preferences.” Paper prepared for delivery at the 2002 Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association.

Levine, Renan. “A Whodunit from Old Virginia: Who killed the Readjuster Party?” Paper prepared for delivery at the 2002 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.

Abramson, Paul, John H. Aldrich, Matthew Diamond, Abraham Diskin, Renan Levine and Thomas J. Scotto. “Prime Minister and Parliament: Strategic Straight Ticket Voting.” Paper prepared for delivery at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association.

Gereffi, Gary, Renan Levine and Martha Martinez. "Teaching Website Design in Business Classes." Paper prepared for delivery at the 2001 Hawaii Conference on Business, Honolulu, Hawaii, June 14-17, 2001.

Abramson, Paul, John H. Aldrich, Matthew Diamond, Abraham Diskin, Renan Levine and Thomas J. Scotto. "Strategic Abandonment or Sincerely Second Best? Strategic Voting in the 1999 Israeli Election." Paper prepared for delivery at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, April 19-22, 2001

Aldrich, John, Claire Kramer, Peter Lange, Renan Levine, John Rattliff, Laura Stephenson and Elizabeth Zechmeister. “Job Insecurity and Globalization: Evidence From Europe.” Paper prepared for delivery at the 1999 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia, September 2‑5, 1999.
Aldrich, John, Claire Kramer, Peter Lange, Renan Levine, John Rattliff, Laura Stephenson, Elizabeth Zechmeister."Racing the Titanic: Globalization, Insecurity and American Democracy." Paper prepared for delivery at the 1999 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia, September 2‑5, 1999.

Levine, Renan. "Betting on the Horses: Expectations of the National Economy and Presidential Election Predictions." Paper prepared for delivery at the 1999 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia, September 2‑5, 1999.

Academic Work Experience

Teaching Assistant, Duke University
“Organizations and Global Competitiveness,” Prof. Gary Gereffi, Spring 2000 and 2001.

Helped design and implement new curriculum for a core course in Markets and Management Certificate Program including a course web-page and a group website project. Lectured and worked extensively with students on their web-design skills and business research.

“Introduction to Amer. Political Institutions,” Prof. David Paletz, Fall, 1997, 1998, 1999.

Led two weekly discussion sections of 17 students each, delivered lecture on American political parties, formulated exam questions and designed weekly quizzes.

“Negotiation (at the Fuqua School of Business),” Prof. Craig Fox, Spring 2000.

Managed course web-page and graded MBA students’ papers and exams.

Research Assistant, Department of Political Science, Duke University

Prof. John Transue 2000-2001. Prof. Herbert Kitschelt, 1999-2000. Professors John Aldrich and Peter Lange, 1998-1999. Prof. Tianjian Shi, 1997-1998. Prof. Paul Gronke, 1996-1997. 

Researcher, Certificate of Management Studies, Simon School of Business, University of Rochester, 1996. 

Led team researching enrollment trends in the business school’s undergraduate course offerings. Analyzed perceived effectiveness, student satisfaction and student awareness by conducting interviews, designing, implementing and analyzing surveys. Recommended strategies to faculty and administrators to reverse enrollment decline.
Other Professional Activities

Referee, Journal of Politics.

Member, Blackboard Advisory Group, Duke University Center for Instructional Technology.
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