Hi! You are invited to participate in a research project conducted by Duke University. Today we are asking people questions about the candidates running for the U.S. Senate in North Carolina and their opinions about where these candidates stand on important issues. As you may know, there will be a primary election on September 10.

The information you provide will be kept completely confidential and will be used only for research purposes.  Researchers at Duke University are interested in learning more about people’s perceptions of the candidates. If you have any concerns, you have the right to ask any questions you have about the research before you agree to participate by answering these questions. Your opinions are very important to me. You may refuse to answer any questions or stop participating at any time. Most people complete the survey in less than five minutes.

Thank you very much for agreeing to do this survey. Please read each of the following questions carefully and mark an X in the box or circle the number that comes closest to your answer. If you are not sure or don’t know an answer, please circle ‘9’ for Don’t Know.

1. Are you a resident of North Carolina?
Yes____        No ____


2. We hear many people talk these days about liberals and conservatives. Here is a seven-point scale on which the political views that people might hold are arranged from very liberal to very conservative. Starting with Senator Jesse Helms, I would like to know how you would best describe these candidates. If you are not sure how to describe a figure, please circle the number “9”  in the column marked “Not Sure/ Don’t Know.” Circle the number in the column that best describes each of these people.

	
	Very Liberal
	Liberal
	Slightly Liberal
	Moderate, Middle of the Road
	Slightly Conservative
	Conservative
	Very Conservative
	Not Sure/ Don’t Know

	a.  Jesse Helms
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9

	b.  Dan Blue
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9

	c.  Erskine Bowles
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9

	d.  Cynthia Brown
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9

	e.  Elizabeth Dole
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9

	f.  Elaine Marshall
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9

	g.  Jim Snyder
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9


3. How would you describe yourself? Circle the answer that best describes you.

	Very Liberal
	Liberal
	Slightly Liberal
	Moderate,

Middle of the Road
	Slightly Conservative
	Conservative
	Very Conservative
	Not Sure /

Don’t Know

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9


Please answer the following quick questions about yourself

4. Are you male or female?        ____
Male 
_____
Female 

5. How would you describe yourself? Check all that apply
	_____
White
	_____
Black
	_____
Asian


	_____
Latino or Hispanic
	_____
Other  -   Please Specify:

_________________________




6. Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent or what?

_____
Democrat

_____
Independent

_____
Republican

_____
Other

If you answered independent, do you tend to lean towards the Democrats, the Republicans or neither?

_____
Lean towards Democrats
_____
Lean to Republicans
_____
Neither


7. We want to know how well known the different governmental leaders are around here.  

What is the name of the governor of North Carolina?    ______________________________________________________

What is the name of the other Senator from North Carolina? __________________________________________________

What is the name of one of the U.S. Congressmen from North Carolina?  ________________________________________

Thank You! Thank you! A graduate student in Political Science at Duke University is conducting this research. The results from this survey will be part of a larger project that looks at how elections, like this one, with more than two candidates in the race, are different than elections with only two candidates. We are investigating how the number of candidates in an election campaign affects voters’ decision-making process. Questions on this survey, when compared to results from other elections, will help us understand how a voter’s perceptions of the candidates are affected when there are so many different candidates. Changes in how a candidate is perceived could result in different feelings about him or her, increasing or decreasing the likelihood that he or she will receive many votes. Your answers on this survey will be compared to the answers other people give on the same- and slightly different- surveys.  On this survey, we are examining the influence the status quo has on your perceptions of the candidates.

You can learn more about this study by emailing RML5@DUKE.EDU. If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant in this study, please contact the Chair of the Human Subjects Committee at Duke at (919) 684-3030.

We really appreciate you taking the time to complete this questionnaire. We invite you to tear off this sheet to take home with you for your records. 
