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Ha Matzav: 

Understanding the Evolution of the "Situation" in Israel

This class will cover the development and evolution of ha matzav (the situation) in Israel. Over seven weeks, we will explore Israel and its relations with its neighbors from the early days of Zionism to the present Intifadah. By understanding the roots of the situation, the evolution of relations between Jew and Arab from pre-state days through the establishment of the state, and efforts to make peace over the last 25 years, we hope to shed light on contemporary behavior, events and attitudes. Class meets for seven weeks beginning Oct. 2. 


The history is long, contested, and, at times, complicated. The politics are embedded into domestic and international institutions that affect the strategies of the political actors engaged in a complex web of interactions. We will not be able to cover everything. Scholars have written thousands of pages about minor events, even more about “major” events. We will try to take a few snapshots of the history and integrate those snapshots into a collage that will illustrate and explain some of the ideas, actions and preferences of Jew and Muslim, citizen and leader. The primary emphasis will be on the Jewish history and the dynamics of Israeli society. This is largely because of the teacher’s expertise and experience. I do make apologies, and recommend additional reading.

While the snapshots we will take are all considered important to the understanding of the current situation, many will be of events that I assume most of the class will not be well-versed about and/or will not be able to easily learn through a book. That said, you are always welcome to interrupt and interject with questions about events that may not be highlighted in this outline or during course discussion; this is your class and I am ready to adapt and adjust to what you are interested in and curious about. So, for example, while this outline eschews much of the military history, I am ready to answer questions about the tactics, the generals, and the battles. You are also welcome to email me at: renan.levine@duke.edu with any questions you may have had that were not answered during the discussion.

There are some handouts that I would like everyone to read before class. I will not assume that everyone will have done the reading.

Additional Reading - History

If you were to read one history book that will shed light on Ha Matzav, I would recommend an exhaustive account of the Battle for Jerusalem in 1948-1949 that reads like a novel:

Larry Collins and Dominique Lapierre. O Jerusalem. Simon and Schuster, 1972.

The events of 1948-1949, especially the battles in and around Jerusalem, are embedded in the political and emotional core of the conflict. Collins and Lapierre profile some of the common citizens in an uncommon time and recreate the thinking and emotions of the leaders while still doing a superb job of describing what, how and why events like the Deir Yassin massacre, the division of Jerusalem, and the rejection of the partition plan in 1947 took place.

Sachar, Howard. A History of Israel. Knopf, 1996. Books by Martin Gilbert, Bernard Lewis, and countless others are similar, but I like Sachar the best for a comprehensive history of Israel. Others are more up-to-date. The many similar books on the topic vary in agendas (polemic or academic), length, foci and audiences (academic vs. general).  Cleveland, William. A History of the Modern Middle East (Westview Press, 2000) is a recent, well-received, textbook-history of the entire region.

Smith, Charles D. Palestine and the Israeli Conflict. Bedford/St. Martin’s Press. 4th Ed. 2001. This is often used as a textbook, which is a big reason why it keeps up to date with recent events better than others. This book would make an excellent companion volume to this class. It presents many of the primary source documents and timelines and does a commendable job of putting all the events in context and presenting the Palestinian/Arab history alongside the Jewish/Israeli history while managing to be brief and concise. 

Additional Reading – Politics

Domestic Israeli politics, public opinion, political behavior and institutions of governance are covered best by:

Arian, Asher. Second Republic: Politics in Israel. Chatham House, 1998. (should be updated soon)

Palestinian Authority organization and politics.

Rubin, Barry. The Transformation of Palestinian Politics. Harvard Univ. Press, 1999.

Rubin has a recent book that I have not read that is a broad analysis of recent events (and failures).

Course Outline
Week 1:  Origins: Emancipation to Zionism.


Readings: Napoleon’s questions to the Jews



Bilu Manifesto, pp. 3-4 of the Arab-Israeli Reader, ed. Laqueur, W.
Week 2:  Zionist Visions and Aliyot


Four strands of Zionist thought: Political (Herzl), Labor (Gordon), Religious (Kook), and Cultural (Ahad Ha’am).

Readings:



Excerpts from Herzl, “The Jewish State.” pp. 6-11 of The Arab-Israeli Reader, ed. Laqueur, W.



Ahad Ha’am. “The Negation of the Diaspora.” pp. 270-277, of The Zionist Idea, by Hertzberg, A.



A.D. Gordon, bio and “People and Labor,” pp. 369-371, 372-274 of The Zionist Idea, by Hertzberg, A.



Rabbi A. Y. Kook. “The Land of Israel.” pp. 419-422 of The Zionist Idea, by Hertzberg, A.



Balfour Declaration. http://www.stanford.edu/class/history187b/balfourdecdoc.htm
Week 3:  British Mandate and World War II


Land purchases and Jewish settlement activity


Post-Balfour British Papers


Jabotinsky and Revisionist Zionism

Irgun and Lehi


Arab resistance


Readings:


Smith, Charles D. Palestine and the Israeli Conflict. pp. 112-128.
Week 4:  Foundation of the State


Partition Plan


War of Independence



Deir Yassin

Declaration of Independence



Altalena Incident



End of Battle


Structure of Government (time permitting)


Suggested reading:



Colline and LaPierre, especially the last three chapters and chapter on Deir Yassin.
Week 5: 1948-1967

Cold War and the balance of powers; 1956 Suez Crisis

Organization of the state



Labor Party predominance



Dominant personalities: Ben Gurion, Dayan, Golda Meir

Economic divisions


Refugees and the foundation of the PLO

Week 6:  Aftermath of 1967: What to do?


Wars of Attrition and Yom Kippur’s impact on national psyche and politics


Competitive Party system divided by security questions

Likud’s election victory in 1977



Financial crisis and unity governments


Oslo and Globalization (time permitting)



Palestinian Authority



Peace Politics and Shas

Reading:


Judt, Tony “After Victory.” Book review of, “Six Days of War: June 1967 and the Making of the Modern Middle East.” By Michael Oren (Oxford Univ., 2002). New Republic July 29, 2002. pp. 27- 34.

Final Week: Today – Current Coalition Politics


Electoral Reforms 1996-2001


Dynamics of national unity coalition



Ben-Eliezer and Sharon vs. Mitzna and Netanyahu


Not so minor parties: Shas, the Russians, NRP.

