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	Deborah and Loren Haarsma have re-written some of Jesus’ parables, transplanting them into the setting of the modern, American university. These questions push toward uncovering the spiritual meaning of the parables, as well as toward understanding the university world in which the parables have been retold.
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	· Which of the parables "connects" most powerfully with you, which do you most relate to? Did any of them catch you by surprise, or make you see the parable in a dramatically new way? Are there any of them that you think miss the point or misinterpret the New Testament original? ?

· Are Jesus' parables about our academic work? Is it right to focus them this way on academia? Or are they rather about "spiritual things" — and these are just new metaphors?

· What do you think about the references to "the real world" and "real jobs" in parables 1, 9, and 12? In what ways is academia, and in what ways is it not, "the real world"?

· In parable 3, how does the parable fit with the conclusion? Is it about "what is enough for the task" or about "all I have to give"?

· In parable 4 (and also throughout), the traditional academic goals of tenure and publication are equivalent to eternal life. What other goals in our vocation do we have?

· Parable 6 highlights "double-speak." How common is saying one thing and meaning another in your experience? in the practices of your discipline? Is it O.K. to "finesse" our speech, to "be politic"?

· In parable 7, they have updated the image but not the thrust of the parable — leaving it titled "Appropriate religious observance." What would be an analogy in the university world?

· Try rewriting one or more of these parables yourself. If you're a scientist, try rewriting one of the science-oriented ones in an arts-and-humanities setting (and vice versa). Then share these with one another for feedback and a new perspective.

· They identify parable 11 as "based on a true story," instead of a parable of Jesus'. Is there a parable or other biblical passage this reminds you of? What Scripture would you cite in support of the principle found here?

· Parable 12 is one of the classic difficult parables. Has this paraphrase shed any light on it? What do you think the parable (in the original) means?

· With reference to parable 14, what exactly is "bad data" — both literally as well as figuratively within the parable? How does that compare to what a "bad fish" (from the original) is?

· Do you like the image in parable 16 of teaching assistants as "hired hands"? or in parable 17 as the beggars, the lame, and the blind? Aren't they more like apprentices than laborers? Who does determine one’s value as a scholar and teacher?

· Throughout these parables, professors are equivalent to God. Is this a good metaphor? What are its advantages and disadvantages?

· With reference to parable 20, what constitutes a "foundation of rock" in your discipline? What is the ultimate court of appeal? How much should we as Christians depend on those standards?


	


