LESSON 1: Verb Root

Opposites
CuCa X &Cp 2 arGar X QauafllCw  @mGs X iiCa
up X down inside X outside here X there

Verb Roots are used to make commands.

Gumr go
eum come
2 L &My St
Uy look, see
Examples: omGs Guml Go there!
2 erGer eum! Comeinside!

Note -- In this and following lessons, statements or declarative sentences will alwaysend in a
period (.), and commands will always end in an exclamation mark (!)

Ex. Y ou come! Command
Y ou come. Statement/Declaration

Exercises
1. Trandate to English. 2. Trandate to Thamil.
a @iuCGas eul a. Sit outside!
b. £Cp o L & b. Come up!
c. GCGe wumf! c. Look here!
d. QeueflCGu Guim! d. Goinside!

3. Memorize the following:

I5IT G0 I

b you
<] 6 60T he
S|euer she

93l it




LESSON 2: Pronouns and Present Tense Conjugation

BT 60T I Brewr LMy aElCner. | 1ook.

b you B urfasdpmil. Y ou look.
2|6 G he Sjeuel UMFEEDmed. He looks.
D|6uer she Sjeuer UMf&Epmer. She looks.
NS it S|F UNFEEng). It looks.

Exercises

1. Trandate the following sentences to Thamil. The first sentence is translated for you.
a. It looks down. g £Cp unrfédng.

b. He looks here.

c. She looks up.

d. It looksinside.

e. | look there.

f. You look outside.

2. Trangdlate the following sentences to English.
a. jeuer 2 erCer uMfEEDmer.

b. pretr ECp LTFEECpeir.

C. 9z Cwle unfé&dpg.

d B uCs urfédpmil.

e euer GQeuaflCu urfé&dlpme.

3. Memorize the following:

GT GOT 60 GuT me
2_ 6T 6 &ur you
{6 6B 6T him

|6 EIT her

A28 it



LESSON 3: Present Tense (cont.) and Direct Object

When conjugating the verb iy, we added &&lCpetr, d&lpmii, &&pmetr, etc. to the verb root.

For the following two verbs, we add &Cpetr, dlpmii, dlpme, etc. to the verb root.

AF1(C) (to) touch er ) (to) throw
prer  GQar@&ECper. | touch. prer  erpflElGpetr. | throw.
i3 Qar@dpmii.  You touch. b erfldmmii.  You throw.
et Qgm@&Epmer.  He touches. Sjeuer erpldlpmer. He throws.
auer QsmHdEpmer.  Shetouches. Seudr erpfldlpmer.  She throws.
g CQsrhEng. It touches. s eddpg.  Itthrows.

Look at the two example sentences below:

Ex. He throws the ball.

subject: he
throws
direct object: ball

verb:

Ex. | see him.
subject: I
verb: see
direct object: him

In a sentence, the action of the verb is performed by the subject on the direct object.

In generadl, the direct object answers the questions "What?' or "Whom?"
What does he throw? the ball
Whomdo | see? him

Referring to the examples above, we can ask:



Pronoun/Noun
|

you

food

Direct Object
me

you

him

her

it

ball

food

Pronoun/Noun

I5ITGor

LS

2 a6y

Direct Object
GT 60T G 6T

2_ 6T en e
<|6U o
|6 enerT

S Lo
ubems

2_ 60T MM

In Thamil, the general rule for forming the direct object is: noun + -gg

Examples:

ereremeutl LImi!
Sjeuer Ubang CoGe ergflélpmer.
Sz CsTE!

D6 2 amremaull LImfadlmmer.

Exercises

1. Trandate to English.

a mrer 2 erenerll LIMTEECmetr.

b. ojeuer Lbews 2 erGer erpfléipmetr.

C. 9|8 eTaienand QsTHE DS
d. upengs @rCas erpll

e eamramed QsTOEpml.

3. Memorize the following words:

a0
el
QUITIEI )

Qb5

(to) open

(to) buy

Look at mel

She throws the ball up.

Touch it!

He looks at the food.

2. Trandate to Thamil.

a. She seesthe food inside.

b. Come outside! Throw the ball outside!

c. He throws the food down.

d. It looks at her. / It sees her.

e. It touches him.

f. She throws it there.

SiBS
QuLtig

FL L

)

that
box
shirt

flower



LESSON 4: Plural and Respective Pronouns

In Thamil, there are two pronouns for the English pronoun "we". They are b and Brhi&er.

When using mrrib, the person being spoken to isincluded in "we."

When using prmiaeir, the person being spoken to is NOT included in "we."
Examples:
1. When telling a neighbor about your family vacation, you might say, "We spent 6 weeks in Thamil Naadu."
Here, the word mriiser would be used for "we" because the person being spoken to (here: neighbor) is

excluded from the we (here: your family).
2. When speaking to your family members about an idea for afamily vacation, you might say, "We should all
travel to Thamil Naadu this summer.” In this case, the word mmib would be used for "we" because the people

being spoken to (here: your family) are included in the we (here: your family).

The pronoun fSriser has two meanings. It can mean "you all." Or it can be used for "you" to give respect.
1 isused for "you" only if respectful addressing is not necessary.

The pronoun jeuly isused for "he" or "she" when giving respect. jeuer and jeuer are used for "he" and
"she" only if respectful addressing is not necessary.

The pronoun jeuf&er has two meanings. It can mean "they.” Or it can be used in place of jeur.

Pronoun Direct Object Pronoun Direct Object
he/she him/her Sl SjeuemIy

we us BITLD BLOENLD

we us IBITIEI & 6IT GT IR & &) 6IT
you (al) you (al) b Bl & 6iT 2 RISMaT
they them SUFEH6T Do Eemar

The following chart shows the Present Tense Verb Endings for each pronoun.

Pronoun Present Tense Verb Ending

I BT G0 (&)&Cpeir = (&)dh + eer
you b (&)&pmi = (&)dh + gy
he <26 G (&) &pmetr = (&)dlh + gy e
she X (&)dpmeir (&)El) + 6T
it 913l (&)dp g (&)dlh + iz
heishe S (&)dApr (&)dD + =f
we BTLD (&)&EComb (&)&lH + b
we IBITIEI & 6T (&)&EComb (&)&lH + b
you (all) b Bl & 6iT (&)&D iF @6l (&)dlH + misdr
they D|6UIf ST (&)dlpriaser = (&)&D + yFEer



glp forms the present tense by adding &&£1Cpetr, &&pmii, &&pmetr, etc.

eummi @ forms the present tense by adding £lICperr, dlpmi, dpmer, etc.

SIm

BITLD
IBITIEI & 6IT

b Bl & 6iT

Exercises

Sl &fCoeir.
Sl &dpmi.
Sl &dpmed.
Slp&dpmer.
Fnédng.
Sl &&pm.

Sl &fComib.
Sl &fComib.
S &L T Feir.
SlaufEeT SlELDmfEar.

1. Trandate to Thamil.

a We (pmib) buy it here.

(to) open

| open.

Y ou open.

He opens.
She opens.

It opens.
He/She opens.
We open.

We open.

You (al) open.

They open.

b. Father sees that ball. He throws it outside.

c. You al seethem./ You all look at them.

d. Thisdog (mmu1) opens the door.

e. She touches us (BLbénLD).

f. Father, you are buying food.

0. They look up.

h. He touches them.

2. Memorize all pronouns and their uses.

QUM )

BT 60T curmmi @& Cmetr.
b eummi @ Epmul.
DU UG EDmed.
SleuedT  eumiIG&Epmer.
T TR GEIDS!-
el cummiIG&Emm.
BTLD el G EGmLb.
BBISET Uk @GEComb.
BrRIser  eumi@GED FEar.

S|QUTE6T GUITHEIGE DT HaET.

3. Memorize the following verbs and conjugate each in the present tense with

Sfeulf, B, BHITEISET,

Q&1
o_ ahor
2 L &My

Qam(H

(to) do
(to) eat
(to) sit

(to) give

priser, and jeuf&er. (20 sentences total)
&Cpetr, Epmi, dpmetr, etc.

&Cpetr, Epmi, dpmetr, etc.
&Cpetr, Epmi, dpmelr, etc.
&&Cpetr, &dlpmili, sdlpmen, etc.

(to) buy

| buy.

Y ou buy.

He buys.
She buys.

It buys.
He/She buys.
We buy.

We buy.

You (al) buy.
They buy.



LESSON 5: Direct Object (cont.)

As demonstrated earlier, the direct object of most nouns ending in -2_ isformed by adding g3.

Noun Direct Object
2 M6y 2_ W enal
BILE upes
&S50 &SMal
For nouns ending in -@), -, and -gg, the direct object is formed by adding epwi.
Noun Direct Object
Quitig QuLtigemwi
-3 Seow
FL L FL LWl

Nouns ending in al other vowels add -eneu to form the direct object.

Noun Direct Object

S| SO TEm6U

o Yoo
Exercises
1. Write the direct object of the following nouns.
a &y comb e. &g ear
b. giur  father f. housefly
C. & hand g. Bleom moon
d. 854 knife h. Geueme  work
2. Trandate
a Thefly seesyou. f. She buys that shirt.
b. | seethefly. 0. You touch father.
c. He opens the box. h. | throw the flower outside.
d. Open this door! i. It touches the moon.
e We (puserr) eat the food. j. You do this work!

3. Thamil verbs are divided into 7 classes. Memorize the following verbs and the corresponding
verb class.

Qair?
c;rml2
G)Jﬂrﬁ]@s
Qsm®’
o G
.6
umy

Ao’



LESSON 6: Present Tense Conjugation

The verb classes are used to systematically describe the past, present, and future tense conjugation
of verbs. Each new verb should be learned along with its class.

Present Tense Conjugation
Classes1-5 Root+ &l + ereir, Ui, y,6m, etc.
Classes6-7 Root+ &dlh + ereir, Ui, 6, EfC.

Exercises

1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the present tense with the given noun/pronoun.
a &@1 b (to) cry

b. Q&,n@G [BITLD (to) give

C. ;_m.7 S|euer (to) walk

d. Heir’ BT (to) eat

e. Gun®4 <D|6u G (to) put

f. S oeufsdr  (to) seep

g. P_ILElTrj'z 15T G0 (to) sit

2. Give the classes of the following verbs:

a Gsmr® e. umf

b. QWi f. erpf]

c. 8lp 0. GUITIS;
d. 2_ewr

3. Memorize the following words:

af@® house <y & H year

<2L,ml river &6i1 | calf

() cow cu e (b beetle
cuuflm stomach o 6uor () cage
&THml wind & (h nest
&lewrm well Cemm cooked rice
sWin) rope Cuw® hill

aflemerwim @ game



LESSON 7: (h and gy Endings—Direct Object (cont.)

Some nouns ending in (i and m follow a specid rule for forming the direct object. Look at the
following list of nouns and their direct objects:

Noun
afleerwim @

= IC
&6i1 |
&THml
of @
@k

b0
cuuilm

Direct Object
afleneTwim enL

<2, 6T ML
&GN MD
STHOD
afl e
LOMTL™ GO
<bHerD
awlherm

When anoun endsin (p/my that is not preceded by a dotted consonant, the (B/m becomes L (H/Dm
before adding g to form the direct object.

Exercises
1. Write the direct object of th
a &m@p field; forest

b. um= @ song
c. Wiy rope
d eueor(p  beetle
e. Elewrm well

f. syerig.  Spoon
9. Yemeur cat

2. Trandate
a. He chases the cat.

b. We (rib) build that house.

c. She holds the spoon.

d. They crosstheriver.

e. | touch the cow.

f. The dog chews the rope.
0. You (al) throw the box.

e following nouns:
h. g&&m elder sister
i. Gam king
j. glewr(® towel; piece
K. emev head
l. 9,0 goat
m. sl Br@

(to) chase = gjrrggﬂs
(to) build = &= §°
(to) hold = LAy ®

(to) cross = P

(to) chew = Oué*



LESSON 8: Direct Object (cont.)

Nouns ending in b form the direct object by dropping the b and adding $ens.

9, 8, 2, e, g areshort vowels.

One syllable nouns containing a short vowel form the direct object by doubling the final consonant
and adding gp.

All other nouns form the direct object by simply adding g to the final consonant.

Examples

Noun Direct Object

LDITLD LTS0S tree, wood

LpLd UpSms fruit

(W) L eney tooth

LImed LITeney milk

1)) &) M6 rock, stone

ST6 ST leg, foot

QB QBuienw melted butter

Sl STenwl vegetable

Exercises

1. Write the direct object forms of the following nouns.

a. grewr column, pillar h. Gamrulb anger
b. @l egr girl, female i. fleoid land
C. <y, & boy, male j. & ator el cold water
d. 19510 letter K. oenip rain
€. BT morning l. aumrul mouth
f. s8I 1PID M. Gu 6T Ig- cart
g. (peir thorn N. LmbLy snake
2. Trandate

a. Shewritesthe letter. (to) write= Gr@g,jg

b. We (Brrisar) drink water, (to) drink = @ig.°

c. They plow the land. (to) plow = L@l

d. | open an eye. (to) open = ,51;_1)7

e. The cart goes. (to) go = Gun®

f. Theking saysit. (to) say = Qamé*

g. Father throws this rock.
h. He seesthe girl./ He looks at the girl. (to) see= Eer



