
LESSON 1: Verb Root 
 
Opposites 
 
§Á§Ä X ¸£§Æ  ¯û§Ç X ¦ÅÇ¢§Â −í§¸ X «í§¸ 

        up X down         inside X outside         here X there 

 
Verb Roots are used to make commands. 

§À¡  go 

Å¡  come 

¯ð¸¡÷ sit 

À¡÷  look, see 

 
Examples: «í§¸ §À¡! Go there! 

  ¯û§Ç Å¡!  Come inside! 

 
Note -- In this and following lessons, statements or declarative sentences will always end in a 
period (.), and commands will always end in an exclamation mark (!) 
 Ex. You come!  Command 
  You come.  Statement/Declaration 
 
Exercises 
1. Translate to English.   2. Translate to Thamil. 

a. −í§¸ Å¡!    a. Sit outside! 

b. ¸£§Æ ¯ð¸¡÷!    b. Come up! 

c. §Á§Ä À¡÷!    c. Look here! 

d. ¦ÅÇ¢§Â §À¡!    d. Go inside! 

 
3. Memorize the following: 

¿¡ý  I 

¿£  you 

«Åý he 

«Åû she 

«Ð  it



LESSON 2: Pronouns and Present Tense Conjugation 
 

¿¡ý  I   ¿¡ý À¡÷ì¸¢§Èý. I look. 

¿£  you   ¿£ À¡÷ì¸¢È¡ö.  You look. 

«Åý he   «Åý À¡÷ì¸¢È¡ý. He looks. 

«Åû she   «Åû À¡÷ì¸¢È¡û. She looks. 

«Ð  it   «Ð À¡÷ì¸¢ÈÐ.  It looks. 

 
Exercises 
1.  Translate the following sentences to Thamil.  The first sentence is translated for you. 

a. It looks down.  «Ð ¸£§Æ À¡÷ì¸¢ÈÐ. 

b. He looks here. 

c. She looks up. 

d. It looks inside. 

e. I look there. 

f. You look outside. 

 
2. Translate the following sentences to English. 

a. «Åû ¯û§Ç À¡÷ì¸¢È¡û. 

b. ¿¡ý ¸£§Æ À¡÷ì¸¢§Èý. 

c. «Ð §Á§Ä À¡÷ì¸¢ÈÐ. 

d. ¿£ «í§¸ À¡÷ì¸¢È¡ö. 

e. «Åý ¦ÅÇ¢§Â À¡÷ì¸¢È¡ý. 

 
3. Memorize the following: 

±ý¨É me 

¯ý¨É you 

«Å¨É him 

«Å¨Ç her 

«¨¾  it



LESSON 3: Present Tense (cont.) and Direct Object 

 
When conjugating the verb À¡÷, we added ì¸¢§Èý, ì¸¢È¡ö, ì¸¢È¡ý, etc. to the verb root. 

For the following two verbs, we add ¸¢§Èý, ¸¢È¡ö, ¸¢È¡ý, etc. to the verb root. 

 

       ¦¾¡Î (to) touch        ±È¢   (to) throw 

¿¡ý  ¦¾¡Î¸¢§Èý. I touch. ¿¡ý   ±È¢¸¢§Èý.   I throw. 

¿£  ¦¾¡Î¸¢È¡ö. You touch. ¿£   ±È¢¸¢È¡ö.   You throw. 

«Åý ¦¾¡Î¸¢È¡ý. He touches. «Åý ±È¢¸¢È¡ý.   He throws. 

«Åû ¦¾¡Î¸¢È¡û. She touches. «Åû ±È¢¸¢È¡û.   She throws. 

«Ð  ¦¾¡Î¸¢ÈÐ. It touches. «Ð   ±È¢¸¢ÈÐ.   It throws. 

 
Look at the two example sentences below: 
 
            Ex. He throws the ball. 

                        subject:  he 

                        verb:  throws 

                        direct object:  ball 

 
            Ex. I see him. 

                        subject:  I 

                        verb:  see 

                        direct object:  him 

 
In a sentence, the action of the verb is performed by the subject on the direct object.   
 
In general, the direct object answers the questions "What?" or "Whom?" 

Referring to the examples above, we can ask: What does he throw?  the ball 

       Whom do I see?  him



Pronoun/Noun  Direct Object  Pronoun/Noun  Direct Object 

I   me   ¿¡ý   ±ý¨É 

you   you   ¿£   ¯ý¨É 

he   him   «Åý  «Å¨É 

she   her   «Åû  «Å¨Ç 

it   it   «Ð   «¨¾ 

ball   ball   ÀóÐ   Àó¨¾ 

food   food   ¯½×  ¯½¨Å 

 
In Thamil, the general rule for forming the direct object is: noun + -³ 
Examples: 

±ý¨Éô À¡÷!     Look at me! 

«Åû Àó¨¾ §Á§Ä ±È¢¸¢È¡û.  She throws the ball up. 

«¨¾ò ¦¾¡Î!     Touch it! 

«Åý ¯½¨Åô À¡÷ì¸¢È¡ý.  He looks at the food. 

Exercises 
1. Translate to English.           2. Translate to Thamil. 

a. ¿¡ý ¯ý¨Éô À¡÷ì¸¢§Èý.         a. She sees the food inside. 

b. «Åý Àó¨¾ ¯û§Ç ±È¢¸¢È¡ý.         b. Come outside!  Throw the ball outside! 

c. «Ð ±ý¨Éò ¦¾¡Î¸¢ÈÐ.           c. He throws the food down. 

d. Àó¨¾ −í§¸ ±È¢!            d. It looks at her. / It sees her. 

e. ¿£ ¯½¨Åò ¦¾¡Î¸¢È¡ö.           e. It touches him. 

               f. She throws it there. 

3. Memorize the following words: 

¸¾×  door 

¾¢È  (to) open 

Å¡íÌ (to) buy 

−ó¾  this 

 

«ó¾  that 

¦ÀðÊ box 

ºð¨¼ shirt 

â  flower



LESSON 4: Plural and Respective Pronouns 
 
In Thamil, there are two pronouns for the English pronoun "we".  They are ¿¡õ and ¿¡í¸û. 

  When using ¿¡õ, the person being spoken to is included in "we." 
  When using ¿¡í¸û, the person being spoken to is NOT included in "we." 
Examples: 

1.  When telling a neighbor about your family vacation, you might say, "We spent 6 weeks in Thamil Naadu."  
Here, the word ¿¡í¸û would be used for "we" because the person being spoken to (here: neighbor) is 
excluded from the we (here: your family).  
2.  When speaking to your family members about an idea for a family vacation, you might say, "We should all 
travel to Thamil Naadu this summer."  In this case, the word ¿¡õ would be used for "we" because the people 
being spoken to (here: your family) are included in the we (here: your family). 
 
The pronoun ¿£í¸û has two meanings.  It can mean "you all."  Or it can be used for "you" to give respect.  
¿£ is used for "you" only if respectful addressing is not necessary. 
 
The pronoun «Å÷ is used for "he" or "she" when giving respect.  «Åý and «Åû are used for "he" and 
"she" only if respectful addressing is not necessary. 
 
The pronoun «Å÷¸û has two meanings.  It can mean "they."  Or it can be used in place of «Å÷. 

 
Pronoun Direct Object   Pronoun Direct Object 
he/she  him/her   «Å÷  «Å¨Ã  
we  us    ¿¡õ  ¿õ¨Á  
we  us    ¿¡í¸û ±í¸¨Ç  
you (all) you (all)   ¿£í¸û ¯í¸¨Ç  
they  them    «Å÷¸û «Å÷¸¨Ç  
 
The following chart shows the Present Tense Verb Endings for each pronoun. 
 

Pronoun  Present Tense Verb Ending  
I  ¿¡ý (ì)¸¢§Èý = (ì)¸¢ü + ²ý 
you ¿£ (ì)¸¢È¡ö = (ì)¸¢ü + ¬ö 
he «Åý (ì)¸¢È¡ý = (ì)¸¢ü + ¬ý 
she «Åû (ì)¸¢È¡û = (ì)¸¢ü + ¬û 
it «Ð (ì)¸¢ÈÐ = (ì)¸¢ü + «Ð 
he/she «Å÷ (ì)¸¢È¡÷ = (ì)¸¢ü + ¬÷ 
we ¿¡õ (ì)¸¢§È¡õ = (ì)¸¢ü + µõ 
we ¿¡í¸û (ì)¸¢§È¡õ = (ì)¸¢ü + µõ 
you (all) ¿£í¸û (ì)¸¢È£÷¸û = (ì)¸¢ü + ®÷¸û 
they «Å÷¸û (ì)¸¢È¡÷¸û = (ì)¸¢ü + ¬÷¸û



¾¢È forms the present tense by adding ì¸¢§Èý, ì¸¢È¡ö, ì¸¢È¡ý, etc. 

Å¡íÌ forms the present tense by adding ¸¢§Èý, ¸¢È¡ö, ¸¢È¡ý, etc. 

 
¾¢È      (to) open   Å¡íÌ         (to) buy 

¿¡ý  ¾¢Èì¸¢§Èý. I open. ¿¡ý  Å¡íÌ¸¢§Èý. I buy. 

¿£  ¾¢Èì¸¢È¡ö. You open.  ¿£  Å¡íÌ¸¢È¡ö. You buy. 

«Åý  ¾¢Èì¸¢È¡ý. He opens. «Åý  Å¡íÌ¸¢È¡ý. He buys. 

«Åû  ¾¢Èì¸¢È¡û. She opens.  «Åû  Å¡íÌ¸¢È¡û. She buys. 

«Ð  ¾¢Èì¸¢ÈÐ. It opens.  «Ð  Å¡íÌ¸¢ÈÐ. It buys. 

«Å÷  ¾¢Èì¸¢È¡÷. He/She opens. «Å÷  Å¡íÌ¸¢È¡÷. He/She buys. 

¿¡õ  ¾¢Èì¸¢§È¡õ. We open. ¿¡õ  Å¡íÌ¸¢§È¡õ. We buy. 

¿¡í¸û  ¾¢Èì¸¢§È¡õ. We open. ¿¡í¸û  Å¡íÌ¸¢§È¡õ. We buy. 

¿£í¸û  ¾¢Èì¸¢È£÷¸û. You (all) open. ¿£í¸û  Å¡íÌ¸¢È£÷¸û. You (all) buy. 

«Å÷¸û ¾¢Èì¸¢È¡÷¸û. They open. «Å÷¸û Å¡íÌ¸¢È¡÷¸û. They buy. 

 
Exercises 
1. Translate to Thamil. 

a. We (¿¡õ) buy it here.  

b. Father sees that ball.  He throws it outside. 

c. You all see them. / You all look at them. 

d. This dog (¿¡ö) opens the door. 

e. She touches us (¿õ¨Á). 

f. Father, you are buying food. 

g. They look up. 

h. He touches them. 
 
2. Memorize all pronouns and their uses. 
 
3. Memorize the following verbs and conjugate each in the present tense with  

«Å÷, ¿¡õ, ¿¡í¸û, ¿£í¸û, and «Å÷¸û.  (20 sentences total) 
¦ºö  (to) do  ¸¢§Èý, ¸¢È¡ö, ¸¢È¡ý, etc. 

¯ñ  (to) eat  ¸¢§Èý, ¸¢È¡ö, ¸¢È¡ý, etc. 

¯ð¸¡÷ (to) sit  ¸¢§Èý, ¸¢È¡ö, ¸¢È¡ý, etc. 

¦¸¡Î  (to) give ì¸¢§Èý, ì¸¢È¡ö, ì¸¢È¡ý, etc.



LESSON 5: Direct Object (cont.) 
 
As demonstrated earlier, the direct object of most nouns ending in -¯ is formed by adding ³. 
  Noun   Direct Object 
  ¯½×  ¯½¨Å 
  ÀóÐ   Àó¨¾ 
  ¸¾×   ¸¾¨Å 
 
For nouns ending in -−, -®, and -³, the direct object is formed by adding ¨Â. 
  Noun   Direct Object 
  ¦ÀðÊ  ¦ÀðÊ¨Â 
  ¾£   ¾£¨Â 
  ºð¨¼  ºð¨¼¨Â 
 
Nouns ending in all other vowels add -¨Å to form the direct object. 
  Noun   Direct Object 
  «õÁ¡  «õÁ¡¨Å 
  â   â¨Å 
 
Exercises 
1. Write the direct object of the following nouns. 
a. º£ôÒ comb 
b. «ôÀ¡ father 
c. ¨¸  hand 
d. ¸ò¾¢ knife 

e. ¸¡Ð ear 
f. ®  housefly 
g. ¿¢Ä¡ moon 
h. §Å¨Ä  work

 
2. Translate 
a. The fly sees you. 
b. I see the fly. 
c. He opens the box. 
d. Open this door! 
e. We (¿¡í¸û) eat the food. 

f. She buys that shirt. 
g. You touch father. 
h. I throw the flower outside. 
i. It touches the moon. 
j. You do this work! 

  
3. Thamil verbs are divided into 7 classes.  Memorize the following verbs and the corresponding 
verb class. 
¦ºö1 

±È¢2 

Å¡íÌ3 

¦¾¡Î4 

¯ñ5 

À¡÷6 

¾¢È7



LESSON 6: Present Tense Conjugation 
 
The verb classes are used to systematically describe the past, present, and future tense conjugation 
of verbs.  Each new verb should be learned along with its class. 
 
  Present Tense Conjugation 
Classes 1-5 Root + ¸¢ü + ²ý, ¬ö, ¬ý, etc. 
Classes 6-7 Root + ì¸¢ü + ²ý, ¬ö, ¬ý, etc. 
 
Exercises 
1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the present tense with the given noun/pronoun. 
a. «Ø1  ¿£  (to) cry 

b. ¦¸¡Î6  ¿¡õ  (to) give 

c. ¿¼7   «Åû (to) walk 

d. ¾¢ý5  ¿¡ö  (to) eat 

e. §À¡Î4  «Åý (to) put 

f. àíÌ3  «Å÷¸û (to) sleep 

g. ¯ð¸¡÷2  ¿¡ý  (to) sit 
 
2. Give the classes of the following verbs:  
a. ¦¾¡Î 

b. ¦ºö 

c. ¾¢È 

d. ¯ñ 

e. À¡÷ 

f. ±È¢ 

g. Å¡íÌ 

 
3. Memorize the following words:   
Å£Î   house 

¬Ú   river 

Á¡Î   cow 

ÅÂ¢Ú   stomach 

¸¡üÚ   wind 

¸¢½Ú  well 

¸Â¢Ú   rope 

Å¢¨ÇÂ¡ðÎ game 

¬ñÎ  year 

¸ýÚ   calf 

ÅñÎ  beetle 

ÜñÎ  cage  

ÜÎ   nest 

§º¡Ú   cooked rice 

§ÁÎ   hill



LESSON 7: Î and Ú Endings—Direct Object (cont.) 
 
Some nouns ending in Î and Ú follow a special rule for forming the direct object.  Look at the 
following list of nouns and their direct objects: 
 Noun   Direct Object 
 Å¢¨ÇÂ¡ðÎ Å¢¨ÇÂ¡ð¨¼ 

 ¬ñÎ  ¬ñ¨¼ 

 ¸ýÚ   ¸ý¨È 

 ¸¡üÚ   ¸¡ü¨È 

 Å£Î   Å£ð¨¼ 

 Á¡Î   Á¡ð¨¼ 

 ¬Ú   ¬ü¨È 

 ÅÂ¢Ú   ÅÂ¢ü¨È 

  
When a noun ends in Î/Ú that is not preceded by a dotted consonant, the Î/Ú becomes ðÎ/üÚ 
before adding ³ to form the direct object. 
 
Exercises 
1. Write the direct object of the following nouns: 

a. ¸¡Î field; forest 

b. À¡ðÎ song 

c. ¸Â¢Ú rope 

d. ÅñÎ beetle 

e. ¸¢½Ú well 

f. ¸ÃñÊ spoon 

g. â¨É cat 

h. «ì¸¡  elder sister 

i. §¸¡   king 

j. ÐñÎ  towel; piece 

k. ¾¨Ä  head 

l. ¬Î  goat 

m. ¾Á¢ú ¿¡Î 

2. Translate 
a. He chases the cat.   (to) chase = ÐÃòÐ3 

b. We (¿¡õ) build that house. (to) build = ¸ðÎ3 

c. She holds the spoon.  (to) hold = À¢Ê6 

d. They cross the river.  (to) cross = ¸¼7 
e. I touch the cow. 
f. The dog chews the rope.  (to) chew = ¦Áø1 
g. You (all) throw the box.



LESSON 8: Direct Object (cont.) 
 
Nouns ending in õ form the direct object by dropping the õ and adding ò¨¾. 
 
«, −, ¯, ±, ´ are short vowels. 
One syllable nouns containing a short vowel form the direct object by doubling the final consonant 
and adding ³. 
 
All other nouns form the direct object by simply adding ³ to the final consonant. 
 
Examples 
Noun  Direct Object 
ÁÃõ  ÁÃò¨¾  tree, wood 
ÀÆõ  ÀÆò¨¾  fruit 
Àø  Àø¨Ä  tooth 
À¡ø  À¡¨Ä  milk 
¸ø  ¸ø¨Ä  rock, stone 
¸¡ø  ¸¡¨Ä  leg, foot 
¦¿ö  ¦¿ö¨Â  melted butter 
¸¡ö  ¸¡¨Â  vegetable 
 
Exercises 
1. Write the direct object forms of the following nouns. 
a. àñ column, pillar 
b. ¦Àñ girl, female 
c. ¬ñ boy, male 
d. ¸Ê¾õ letter 
e. ¸¡¨Ä morning 
f. ¾Á¢Æ£Æõ   
g. Óû thorn 

h. §¸¡Àõ anger 
i. ¿¢Äõ land 
j. ¾ñ½£÷ cold water 
k. Á¨Æ rain 
l. Å¡ö mouth 
m. ÅñÊ cart 
n. À¡õÒ snake

 
2. Translate 
a.  She writes the letter.   (to) write = ±ØÐ3 

b.  We (¿¡í¸û) drink water.  (to) drink = ÌÊ6 

c.  They plow the land.   (to) plow = ¯Ø1 

d.  I open an eye.    (to) open = ¾¢È7 

e.  The cart goes.    (to) go = §À¡3 

f.  The king says it.    (to) say = ¦º¡ø4 
g.  Father throws this rock. 
h.  He sees the girl./ He looks at the girl. (to) see = ¸¡ñ5 


