LESSON 1: Verb Root

Opposites
GG X £Ci 2 6T@em X Glouaf G Omls X omGs
up X down inside X outside here X there

Verb Roots are used to make commands.

Gurr go
6ur come
o L& sit
um look, see
Examples:  omGs Gum! Go there!
2 6m@erm eur! Come inside!

Note -- In this and following lessons, statements or declarative sentences will always end in a period
(), and commands will always end in an exclamation mark (!)

Ex. You come! Command
You come. Statement/Declaration

Exercises
1. Translate to English. 2. Translate to Thamil,
a. @mGs eur! a. Sit outside!
b. £Cp 2 L &m! b. Come up!
c. GuBev umm! c. Look here!
d. QeueMGw Gurm! d. Go inside!

3. Memorize the following:

BT 60T I

5 you
SI6UE0T he
SI6U6T she

S it




LESSON 2: Pronouns and Present Tense Conjugation

BT 60T I Brer umiss Gmerr. | look.

i you 15 umT&eE mmi. You look.
SI6U6T he Sieuent UmTsEmmer.  He looks.
SI6U6T she SieueT umTsE mmeT.  She looks.
Sigl it SIG LUMTSE DG, It looks.
Exercises

1. Translate the following sentences to Thamil. The first sentence is translated for you.
a. It looks down. Sigl SC LTSI DG

b. He looks here.

c. She looks up.

d. It looks inside.

e. I look there.

f. You look outside.

2. Translate the following sentences to English.
a. leue 2_6TGem LM S 6.

b. mrer &Gl umi&eE Cmer.

C. 218l GG urTaS DG

d. 5 omGs urT&E M.

e. leuetr Gleusl G LM & mmeoT.

3. Memorize the following:

6T60T 60607 me
2 _GOTE060T you
16160607 him
SI6UEM6T her

SIMG it



LESSON 3: Present Tense (cont.) and Direct Object

When conjugating the verb umr, we added &&l Gperr, &dlpmi, &&lpme, etc. to the verb root.

For the following two verbs, we add & Gmetr, &lpmi, mpmeir, etc. to the verb root.

AEI0) (to) touch ) (to) throw
Brer  Qgm(he Gmer. | touch. mrer el & Gmenr. | throw.
i Qs mmi. You touch. i 6Tl L. You throw.
St Qg mmer. He touches. Slouer 6Tl S . He throws.
Sieem  Qgm(He pmer. She touches. Sieuem Tl S e, She throws.
g Cerhdmgl. It touches. g ahldngl. It throws.

Look at the two example sentences below:

Ex. He throws the ball.

subject: he

verb: throws

direct object: ball
Ex. I see him.

subject: I

verb: see

direct object: him

In a sentence, the action of the verb is performed by the subject on the direct object.

In general, the direct object answers the questions "What?" or "Whom?"
Referring to the examples above, we can ask: What does he throw? the ball

Whom do | see? him



Pronoun/Noun Direct Object
I me

you you

he him

she her

it it

ball ball

food food

Pronoun/Noun Direct Object

BT 60T 6TEOTEE0T
i 2_6OTEmENT
SI6U6T SI6UENEOT
SI6U6T SI6UEDIT
3G MG
LB LGNS
2_6m0T6) 2 _6U0T6m6

In Thamil, the general rule for forming the direct object is: noun + -g

Examples:

6TEUTEm6OTL] LITIT!

Sloue LBng GGev st Sl mmei.
SMBS & (h!

SI660T 2_6UTEMEULI LITIT & DIT6.

Exercises
1. Translate to English.

a. [BTeoT 2_eoTemenTLl LM &eh Gmedr.

b. Sieuer LB 2 6TG6m 6Tl e

C. G TTEmES CIST(HEH DS

d. ubems Qmes eTil!
e. 5 2 _emmes O\smbeE mmi.

3. Memorize the following words:

&6\ door
Ap (to) open
QMRS to) buy

LB this

Look at me!

She throws the ball up.
Touch it!

He looks at the food.

2. Translate to Thamil.

a. She sees the food inside.

b. Come outside! Throw the ball outside!
c. He throws the food down.

d. It looks at her. / It sees her.

e. It touches him.

f. She throws it there.

SIBS that
OluL_1g. 0X
FLML shirt
L, flower



LESSON 4: Plural and Respective Pronouns

In Thamil, there are two pronouns for the English pronoun "we". They are b and [BITEIS6T.

When using Brip, the person being spoken to is included in "we."
When using mrmissiT, the person being spoken to is NOT included in "we."
Examples:

1. When telling a neighbor about your family vacation, you might say, "We spent 6 weeks in Thamil
Naadu." Here, the word mrmiser would be used for "we" because the person being spoken to (here:
neighbor) is excluded from the we (here: your family).

2. When speaking to your family members about an idea for a family vacation, you might say, "We
should all travel to Thamil Naadu this summer." In this case, the word mmo would be used for "we"
because the people being spoken to (here: your family) are included in the we (here: your family).

The pronoun Briger has two meanings. It can mean "you all." Or it can be used for "you" to give
respect. 15 is used for "you" only if respectful addressing is not necessary.

The pronoun sjeurt is used for "he™ or "she" when giving respect. sieuer and ieus are used for "he"
and "she™ only if respectful addressing is not necessary.

The pronoun ieurraer has two meanings. It can mean "they." Or it can be used in place of 6.

Pronoun Direct Object Pronoun Direct Object
he/she him/her Sl6urm SIEUEMIT

we us [BITLD [HLDEMLD

we us TBIT Rl B6IT 6Tl B 66T

you (all) you (all) 5 Ml B 6iT 2_hIBEm6T
they them SIOUIT &6 SI6UIT S6E06IT

The following chart shows the Present Tense Verb Endings for each pronoun.

Pronoun Present Tense Verb Ending

I BT 60T (8)& Gmeor = (&)dD + eyer
you i (&) pmi = (&)dp + YU
he Si6U60T (&) mmeor = (&)dD + e
she Si6U6IT (&)dmmeit = (B)ED + 6T
it G (&)8 g =  (®dp+ g
he/she Sieurr (&)@ = (B)dD + T
we [BITLD (8)&Gpmod =  (&)dD + b
we TBIT TRl 6T (8)&Gpmd =  ()dD + @b
you (all) 15 Ml B 6iT (&)E 5 a6 = (&)dD + w6

they SIOUIT S6IT B)dprreet = (H)ED + Y6



&lm forms the present tense by adding && Gmer, & i, S8 e, etc.

aummi@ forms the present tense by adding &l Ger, &mmi, &mme, etc.

$m (to) open QUMTRIG (to) buy
BT 60T S Cmenr. | open. BT 60T UGS Cmenr. | buy.
i Spadmmu. You open. i UTRIGE DL You buy.
SI6U6T SnEsE mmer. He opens. Si6U60T QUTMIGES D6 He buys.
SI6U6T S nsE Dmer. She opens. SI6U6T UTRIGESE DT She buys.
Sigl SnsH DI It opens. 3Gl AUMTRIGH DI. It buys.
36U SHnsE . He/She opens. 36U TGS DTT. He/She buys.
[BITLD Smad Gomw. We open. [BITLD TGS Comid. We buy.
[BIT RIS 6T SHnaE Gmib. We open. BTRIGST  eUTMRIGE G, We buy.
15 MBI 61T S el iser. You (all) open. 15 MBI 61T SUIT G & 1 1T 6T You (all) buy.
SuTsem  Smsdprisst.  They open. SIUTHET  CUMTRIGES DT EH6T. They buy.
Exercises

1. Translate to Thamil.

a. We (Bmid) buy it here.

b. Father sees that ball. He throws it outside.
c. You all see them. / You all look at them.
d. This dog () opens the door.

e. She touches us (BLemL).

f. Father, you are buying food.

g. They look up.

h. He touches them.

2. Memorize all pronouns and their uses.

3. Memorize the following verbs and conjugate each in the present tense with
SIUIT, [BITLD, BRI, [HEgGeT, and Seurast. (20 sentences total)

Q& (to) do & Cer, Emmi, e, etc.
2 Goor (to) eat & Gmetr, &pmu, &, etc.
2 L &M (to) sit & Gmetr, Hmmu, &mme, etc.
@&y (to) give && Gmetr, & ML, &&lmme, etc.



LESSON 5: Direct Object (cont.)

As demonstrated earlier, the direct object of most nouns ending in -2_ is formed by adding gg.

Noun Direct Object
266 2_6mT6meL
UbS! UbenS

&6 &M\

For nouns ending in - @, -, and -gg, the direct object is formed by adding smw.

Noun Direct Object
OluL_1g OlUL_Igemuw

& Semw

FLmL FL_nL_emUl

Nouns ending in all other vowels add emeu to form the direct object.

Noun Direct Object
S| SILDLDTEmEY
) Lhsmel
Exercises
1. Write the direct object of the following nouns.
a. Fuy comb e. &g ear
b. @wum father f.m housefly
C. W& hand g. Heor moon
d. 354 knife h. Geuemev work
2. Translate
a. The fly sees you. f. She buys that shirt.
b. I see the fly. g. You touch father.
c. He opens the box. h. I throw the flower outside.
d. Open this door! i. It touches the moon.
e. We (mrmiger) eat the food. j- You do this work!

3. Thamil verbs are divided into 7 classes. Memorize the following verbs and the corresponding verb
class.

QFw’

671

MRS

AL

o 6ur

um®

g’



LESSON 6: Present Tense Conjugation

The verb classes are used to systematically describe the past, present, and future tense conjugation of
verbs. Each new verb should be learned along with its class.

Present Tense Conjugation
Classes 1-5  Root + & + e7eor, L, 60T, etc.
Classes 6-7  Root + &l + 66T, Splil, e, etc.

Exercises

1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the present tense with the given noun/pronoun.
a. i’ 13 (to) cry

b. Q&T(° [BITLD (to) give

c.pL’ ol (to) walk

d. Ser [BITLL (to) eat

e. Gur@* Sioueit (to) put

f. GG ol (to) sleep

9.2 L&M°  [Be (to) sit

2. Give the classes of the following verbs:

a. 0sm( e. umm

b. Q&wWw f. el

c. 8m 0. UMTRIG
d. 2 e

3. Memorize the following words:

6 (h house =p6001(h year

S0l river Se calf

m(h cow 6u6woT (h beetle
sl stomach T 6007 (1) cage

1ot wind &(b nest

&l ewr) well Gamrm cooked rice
sulm) rope G hill

sllememwimL_(h game



LESSON 7: (5 and gy Endings-Direct Object (cont.)

Some nouns ending in (5 and gy follow a special rule for forming the direct object. Look at the
following list of nouns and their direct objects:

Noun Direct Object
el ememwimL_(h 61 6T WLITL_6mL_
Sp60or(h S} 6TOT ML
6T SETEMM

ST STHEDD

6 (b 6l L_6mL_

m(h LDITL_6mL_

20 Nl
sl sulll memm

When a noun ends in (b/g that is not preceded by a dotted consonant, the (5/m1 becomes L_(b/mmi before
adding g to form the direct object.

Exercises

1. Write the direct object of the following nouns:

a. field; forest h. Si1G&T elder sister
b. um_(h song i. Gam king

c. sl rope J- gle(b towel; piece
d. suemor(h beetle K. 36m60 head

e. &lerm well l. =0 goat

f. syevoriq. spoon m. sl B

g. LLemeor cat

2. Translate

a. He chases the cat. (to) chase = gIT&s!°

b. We (mmid) build that house. (to) build = &L §°

c. She holds the spoon. (to) hold = 91g°

d. They cross the river. (to) cross = &L’

e. | touch the cow.

f. The dog chews the rope. (to) chew = Qlwed*

g. You (all) throw the box.



LESSON 8: Direct Object (cont.)
Nouns ending in o form the direct object by dropping the b and adding smg.
S, &, 2, 6T, & are short vowels.
One syllable nouns containing a short vowel form the direct object by doubling the final consonant and

adding gg.

All other nouns form the direct object by simply adding g to the final consonant.

Examples

Noun Direct Object

LDITLD LTSNS tree, wood

LILpLD LSMS fruit

Li6V LISDEDIEV tooth

LImev LIT6m6V milk

&6V SHEVETIEV rock, stone

HT6L STV leg, foot

OIBW OBWemw melted butter

STl BT vegetable

Exercises

1. Write the direct object forms of the following nouns.

a. gmevor column, pillar

b. Gluevor girl, female

C. 600 boy, male

d. &19.5b letter

€. STEn6L morning

f. g0l

g. (s thorn

h. Gamuw anger

i. blevld land

j. SevoTewt T cold water

K. emLp rain

. surrw mouth

M. eueuoTlq. cart

N. UMb snake

2. Translate

a. She writes the letter. (to) write = a@%f
b. We (®rmaer) drink water. (to) drink = @lq
c. They plow the land. (to) plow = 2_qp'
d. 1open an eye. (to) open = ﬁgﬂ
e. The cart goes. (to) go = Gur®

f. The king says it. (to) say = QFmed*
g. Father throws this rock.

h. He sees the girl./ He looks at the girl. (t0) see = smemwr



