LESSON 12: Plural
The general rule for converting a singular noun to the plural form follows:
Plural = Noun + ser

Formation of the plural involves advanced topics that will be discussed in detail. For now, it is
important to make note of the following two exceptions to the general rule:

Nouns ending in a long vowel (<, m, 20, 67, ) add &6

Nouns ending in b change the b to m upon addition of e

Examples

Noun Plural

LDITLD LDIT RIS 61T

Tbl6urm 15l 61T & H6IT

L, L, & 6IT

Exercises

1. Write the plural form of the following singular nouns.

a. ellpm festival, party

b. eli(h house

c. e fish

d. &emr eye

€. &6y foot

f. UL picture

g. ULpLD fruit

h. ypm pigeon

i fly

2. Translate the following sentences to Thamil.

a. They will buy pens. pen = Gueorm

b. Mother will pluck flowers. (to) pluck = ug’)]6
c. A goat chases the students. goat = =4®; (to) chase = gIT&s°

student = LomewoTeur
d. The students will chase the dog.



LESSON 13: The Infinitive

Like the verb root, the infinitive verb form is used extensively in Thamil. The infinitive is
formed as follows:

Infinitive
Classes 1-5 Root + =
Classes 6-7 Root + &
Regular Verbs Irregular Verbs
Root Infinitive Root Infinitive
Qait O\Fww Gur? Gurs
i’ Silp o’ oury
< < B &0y
agﬁ]z sTlw Qa6 CaLs
o U &’ 2 L &My ,rf;]si)S Y0k
@ngpz Hlempw 6 60° Y
ARG QRIS
AEION OgmL
> r 260076007
ST T 6u0T
umi® LTI &b
S’ Hnsés

The Root + & infinitive is formed according to the same rules as the Noun + g5 direct object.
For example, stfl” and miemip? form the infinitive by adding w. Q& and 2_eor° form the
infinitive by doubling the final consonant and adding .

The infinitive forms of irregular verbs have to be memorized individually.

Exercises

1. Write the infinitive of the following verbs.
a. i (to) sit

b. Qi (to) rain

C. 2 5o (to) help

d. e

e. saT(pLg (to) find

f. Gur®’ (to) put

2. Based on your knowledge of verb classes and present tense conjugation, write the root and the
infinitive form of the verb in each of the following sentences. Identify whether the root is in
Classes 1-4, Class 5, or Classes 6-7.

a. ST 2_6m&E DT. verb = (to) toil
b. SieueT &eusmeLLILI(HeUTeIT. verb = (to) worry
C. uemer @& gl verb = (to) run; cat = Lemeor

d. mmeor A LGueor. verb = (to) laugh, smile



LESSON 14: Future Tense of &g

Future tense verb form for the pronoun @ig = Infinitive + 2_d

Root Infinitive Future Tense for oig

QW Q&ww 3igl GlFWWD.

6Tl st I 6THWD.

UG QMRS SIG UTMIGLD.

AEI0N Q&ML I8l Qs [Bib.

o a1 260076007 SIG| 2 ETELD.

um® LT &S SIGl LUMT&SLD.

S’ Snse SIS HPEGLD.

Exercises

1. For each verb root, give the infinitive and conjugate in the future tense with =g
a. 2 ma°

b. Q&6

¢ 8o

d. Qum*

e. sl oy’

f. &’

2. Translate the following sentences.

a. The bird will build a nest. bird = upemey; (to) build = &L (°; nest = &n(p
b. This goat will bite you. goat = =y(b; (to) bite = &iq°

c. The flower will bloom. flower = 1; (to) bloom = ,°

d. It will be inside. (to) be = &’

e. The calf will be born. calf = serpy; (to) be born = ﬂ]rp7
f. The wound will heal. wound = year; (to) heal = <ym®

3. Memorize the following words:

SbdS next 67 GeuTeTITEY because
QUITITLD week SIFET6V as a result
246001 (5 year T3 therefore

S}EOTITEV but, however LDMLIG W]1D again



LESSON 15: The Negative Command
The negative commands are formed as follows:

Negative command = Infinitive + &4,8s
Negative respective command = Infinitive + & s

As with the positive respective command, the negative respective command is used when
addressing someone with respect or when addressing a group of people.

Root Infinitive Negative Command Negative Respective Command
Qeirt O&Fww OFwLwrCs OFWWTS T 6T

6Tl sTlW sTHwr@s T WS T &6

UTHG" EUTIRIG aMhsTCs CUTTRIGBT S T 6T

AEI0N AF AF ) O\BTLTS 6T

2 g 26007600 2 _eoreorT g 2 _6UOTEUOTIT & T 61T

um® UM & umrEsTCH LT & BT S T 6T

A’ dnes dnesr@s dnasrdmsen

Exercises

1. Translate the following sentences using the negative command and negative respective
command.

a. Do not watch television! Read this book! television = GgremevssTL_&; book = Emev
b. Do not play here! Go outside!

c. Do not bite the candy! Suck it! candy = 1BlL_L_mi; (to) bite = &10.°%; (to) suck = &
d. Do not buy this shirt! Buy that doll! doll = QumbenLo

e. Do not throw the ball here!

2. Translate the following sentences.

a. [BIT6IT () BITem6VLI Lilg &5 Gett. 60TTed ieusT CIF WS SSmemarLl Lilg LILITET.
book = mmev; newspaper = C\FWE SSmer

b. Si&&ET HDLIMW LG ES DITET. SASEOMTE) SI6UST (P DITeT.
(to) cry = oip®

C. B 2 6TGem GUTGauLD. JO\TEIMTE MG BT BLMWS SHITSIIS DI,
(to) chase = gIr&s°

d. Qerml el GILILIWD. & AT BTENET [HOVSEMS 2 (IaUITHT.
rain = wenip; (to) rain = Qui*; land = Hsvid; (to) plow = 2_qp"

3. Memorize the following:

Croml yesterday 2 | Ger immediately
Lt today &lie Glpeor suddenly
TBTEN6IT tomorrow 1Bl emmw a lot

@umenr previous (e.g. previous week, last week = Gumenr suriyLd)



LESSON 16: Past Tense

Class 1 and 2 verbs form the past tense as follows:

Past Tense
Class 1 Root+ &  + eyemm, L, 60T, etc.
Class 1 (Root ends in 6v) 60 — 60D + 67601, YL, Y6, etc.
Class 1 (Root ends in 6r) 6T — 60T + 67607, pUl, e, etc.
Class 2 Root + [bg + e760r, Sylil, 60T, etc.
Root Past Stem Past Tense
Q! 0FWg e O\ F LG
Q&6 Q&erm BTt ©\&Fer@meot. Q&6 = (t0) go
e Sp6TOTL TBIT60T 26001 GL_60T. 6t = (to) rule
o | &mi? 2 I BMMHS BTeT 2L &mibGge.

Exercises
1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the past tense with the given noun/pronoun.
a. Qi LDEDID (to) rain

b. eusmi B (to) grow

c. s’ s (o) fall

d. Qg6 i (to) go

e. BDNIGC\ST6T" TBIT 60T (to) learn

2. Translate the following sentences.

a. It rained last week. rain = wenip; (to) rain = Qi

b. I killed the flies. fly = m; (to) kill = Q&mev’

c. They won the competition. competition = GumL_iq; (to) win = Qleusd’
d. We (Brmmissei) sat outside.

e. He threw the ball up suddenly.

f. That girl fell down. (to) fall = 61‘1]@2

g. We did a lot of work (to) do = Q&*; work = Gauemev

h. The king ruled the country. (to) rule = yat; king = @iresir; country = B

i. A girl cried yesterday. (to) cry = a@l



LESSON 17: Past Tense (cont.)

The past tense forms of Class 5 verbs are irregular and will be covered in a later lesson.
The past tense of verbs in Classes 3, 4, 6, and 7 is formed as follows:

Past Tense
Class 3 Root + 61 + 67601, L, 60T, etc.
Class 4 (Root ends in (n) (b—LL + 67601, LI, 60T, ete.
Class 4 (Root ends in g) ol — o + 6760, L, W60, etc.

Class 6 Root + &5  + eyemr, Ul, e, etc.

Class 7 Root + 55  + eyemm, yll, Sy, etc.

Root Past Stem Past Tense

UTHG" 6U el 601 [BITe0T 6uTmieh Geurent.

L NION FTUaLCL b6 i L_GL_eor.

Qug’ Qb BT&T QUHGET. (to) get, receive = Gy
um® UM &% BreoT LM &Eaeor.

8o’ S5 BreT SoBEEs. (to) be = @@’

In addition to the form given above, the past tense verb of =g can be formed in two other ways. All
three forms are given below. The last one is most common.
Past Tense verb form for =g

1. Root + e + 215 SIG| UMl g
2. Root + W + &g SIGl UMRE WG
3. Root + @i SIGl uMhRE D).
Exercises
1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the past tense with the given noun/pronoun.
a. SIHES" 5 6T (to) sleep
b. umtu®’ BTD (to) leave, depart
c. @&’ Sieurt (to) die
d. @ef® 13 (to) bathe
e. ug)7 LImem6U (to) fly
f. 855" or(p (to) moo
2. Translate the following sentences.
a. Mother folded the towels. (o) fold = g %; towel = Gem(®
b. I swept the floor again. (to) sweep = &l (°; floor = geniy
c. We received a present. (to) receive = @L@J“; present = ufl &
d. The baby walked outside. (to) walk = BL_"; baby = GiphHms
e. They pulled the rope. (to) pull = @p’; rope = &y
f. She shot a gun. (to) shoot = &@*; gun = gILT&ES
g. He ate this food. (to) eat = m119(3"; food = 2_ewrey
h. The horse jumped over the fence. horse = @& emir;(to) jump over = gmawr((>;fence = Gausd
i.

| screamed. As a result, father became angry.  (to) scream = &&g°; (to) become angry = Gamruliu@’



LESSON 18: Memorizing Verb Classes and Conjugation Rules

So far, we have learned the rules for form the past, present, and future verb tense. The
easiest way to learn and master these rules is to memorize a representative set of verb conjugations.
If you can memorize the past, present, and future verb conjugations for a given verb in a specific
verb class, then you can easily regenerate the conjugation rules for that verb class.

For example, suppose you encounter a new verb, gpm@3, (to) push. If you want to conjugate
in the past, present, and future tenses, you simply recall the conjugation of the Class 3 verb auri@*:
auTmiG e Cmenr, surmigCsusir, summicl Georeor. By analogy, you can determine the conjugation of
S6TEn: S6mEme Cmer, FememeuGeue, Seimsi Georeor.

Ideally, the representative set of verb conjugations will contain verbs used frequently in
everyday conversation. The following chart lists the important conjugations of a representative set
of verb roots.

Root Present Tense Future Tense Past Tense
QW' Q& Gmenr Q&1 Beuear Q&Fw@ge
Qs O\ Fer@mer
e Sp6001 CL_60T

o | &mi? 2 I &mrel Gmeir 2 L amm@euer 2 L amip8ger
UG AGELE Ul Seueor 6ur i Geoteor
EANION &L (e Ceor Fru (hGeueor FruaL_GLer
Qum* OunGmedr

2 awr 2_erorefl Gmpeir 2_aor@UeT Irregular
L &) HCmedr umrr@uesr i &@geor
8o’ S®s8 G SmUGueT NGy

Except for @@7, all Class 7 verbs are made up of two, short syllables and end in -
A’ (to) be born; @’ (to) die; =i’ (to) measure; wm’ (to) forget; BL’ (to) walk; S’

All regular Class 3 and Class 4 verbs end in -2_.

Exercises
1. Translate each sentence. Based on the verb conjugations observed in each pair of sentences,
write the verb root and class.
a. B Camaremws Heor(hig.uGumb. BTD CamisTamwe et (hlilg G5ESMiD.

coconut = @amiamil; verb = (to) find
b. euewriy. pETH DG euswrly BETHSSI. Vehicle, cart = euevorig ; verb = (to) move
C. e Lmemevd & bgidl Gmenr. mrer Lmensvg Al Geear.  milk = umev; verb = (to) spill
d. 5 @Bs Bnsma SeTuUTll. 5 SbS [HemSHme SAeMHST.

length = emid; verb = (to) measure
e. Derell A spevdmg. Werel &nl Fwermgl. electric fan = Wlersll Adl; verb = (to) spin
f. oiur m@a WyeTeurt. Seum mGas WlevorL_mir.  verb = (to) be scared



LESSON 19: Past Tense of Irregular Verbs

The past tense verb conjugations of Class 5 verbs are all irregular. Their past stems have to be
memorized individually along with those of the other irregular verbs.

Past Tense Conjugation = Past Stem + eyeor, Sylil, Y60, etc.

The past tense verb forms of some common irregular verbs are given below:

oot ast Stem ast Tense

R Past S Past T

(to) come surrj 6B S BTt 6ubE et

(to) give ST BbS 5 SHSL.

(to) be, become EWENCN ST SIEUEDT = 6TTTET.

(to) go Gur? Gurmeor Sieuem GUimenTITerT.

(to) say Q&men® O\ mevTeoT SiGl C\FTeTETG.
(to) eat o _uir 2 6oL SI6UT 2_6UOTL_ITIT,

(to) eat & 61 Slemm BT $ler@mmib.

(to) ask Ca6ir CaLL_ BrmiagsT GaLl_GL .
(to) stand 6o’ Blerm IBmIG6IT [ 6011 IT 6T
(to) sell 6fl 60° sllmm SIOUT ST 61l HDTTES6IT.

The past tense verb forms of the Class 3 Irregular Verbs with oig) are given below:
Root Past Tense for o5

EENON G, P WS, DY

Gur® Gumerrgl, Gurlomi

Q&men’ O &metergl, ClFmLedWwgl, G\&meuedmm)

Exercises

1. For each of the following verbs, conjugate it in the past tense with the given noun/pronoun.
a. hle° BT 60T

b. eur? Y

c. Gur® [T RIG6IT

2. Translate the following sentences.

a. We sold the balls. (to) sell = efl6v°; ball = LB

b. They asked a question. (to) ask = @a6ir"; question = Gaseirell
c. She said the answer. (to) say = QFmed*; answer = L6

d. You ate that food. (to) eat = 2_awr°; food = 2_emwrey

e. The dog ate the murukku. (to) eat = Sl&1°; (PMIGS
f. Father gave money. (to) give = &% money = Ligwrid



