LESSON 26: Impersonal Verbs—@umg)io and Geuewor(Hid

The verb Gumrgb is used for the English “(to) be enough”

The verb Geuenor(hid is used for the English verbs “(to) want” and “(to) need”

Gumgb and Geuenor(hid are only used to express the habitual and the present and future tenses. They are
not used in the past tense. The negative forms of the two verbs are Gurgsilevemev (past and present
tense), Gumamrg (future tense) and GeueorL.

The same form of these impersonal verbs is used for all subjects, and all subjects are in the form

Noun + (2.)&®.

Examples

BBsgF 0& &GS et Geuem(HL. This plant needs water.

LT 6T0T6UIT & (615 EIT0&E6T Geueton(HLb. Students need books.

SIUEISSLI Lieword Geuevor(hLo. He needs money. / He wants money.
TS G GuemL_ GeuenorL_T. | do not want vadai.

2 165G &g Gurglb. This is enough for you.

SIUMES Q(H FLoL CUTSTF. One shirt will not be enough for him.
Exercises

1. Translate

2.



LESSON 27: The Direct Object (cont.)

When writing the direct object, the Noun + g5 construction is sometimes optional.

If the direct object is a specific noun, then the Noun + g construction is required. This rule applies to
most direct objects that refer to people.

If the direct object refers to a noun in general terms, then the addition of g to form the direct object is
optional, and usually it is not added.

Examples
BITES 6(H L5eor eurmhiehl Gevrenr. | bought a fish.
IBITEO 6(1h L5 ement eummichl Gerent. | bought a fish.
The pair of sentences illustrates the fact that addition of gg to the general noun & e is optional.
SIUUT 6TeTHGL Lewrd O\&m(hSSTT. Father gave me money.
SIUUT TOTSHGL LaTdmsds 0\am(hSST. Father gave me the money. OR Father gave me money.

In the first sentence, uewtid is a general term and does not require the addition of g5. The second
sentence could be interpreted as the optional addition of g to the direct object of the first sentence, in which
case the meaning would be the same. Alternatively, uewro in the second sentence could be referring to some
money that was specified earlier in the conversation. In that case the g is required.

SI6U6T LB L5 6meoT 2_eooTLIT6T. She will eat this fish.
SIUTHET SNBSHD HEOTEWT T G SSBLOML_LITIT 6. They will not drink this water.

The direct object of both sentences requires the addition of g, because the words @5g and oibs
cause the direct object to refer to a specific Wer and specific georeuwtr.

[BITLD Geworewtim Gl LI@UMLD. We drink water. (We will drink water.)
SEUTITEL [BITLD LITEV GL-&SeBmL_GL_ib. But we do not drink milk. (But we will not drink milk.)
The direct objects of both sentences are general.

Exercises
1. Translate



LESSON 28: Impersonal Verbs—i mre, @g;rf]z, and |_|rﬂ2

The Noun + (2)&@ construction is used for the subject of sentences containing the impersonal verbs
|iﬂ|q_6 (to) like, @g;rﬂz (to) like, and |_|rﬂ2 (to) understand. The direct object of these sentences uses the

Noun + g3 construction. These verbs are always conjugated with the pronoun =g in the past, present,
and future tenses. Just as with other verbs, habitual actions are expressed in the future tense.

Past Present Future Past/Present Neg. Future Neg.
W mre 914558l Ngsdpg WGeSD 19195 68 60Em6V W)
Qs Qsfitss  Osfdps Osflud  Qsflwdsbma Qsflurg
ik Ufibss  ufidpgs  uflwb Lifwefl sdemen Lfiwng)

Examples



LESSON 29: Question Words

A declarative sentence can be changed into a question by inserting a question word right after the
subject.

who WITIT, 6T6L6DT/6TEU6IT, 6TS)] why 67607
what 6T6OT60T, 6T which 6ThS
when sTLQLIM(DS), 6T6TM) how much  eT&gemen
where TG & how many  eTeueusrey
how 6TLILIG., 6T6U6UT)

Examples

The prefix & indicates relative nearness or proximity to the speaker. The prefix o indicates relative
distance from the speaker. And the prefix et is used to indicate a question.

BrGs here L6 this
ENAEE:S there SIbBS that
TG & where 6Tb S which

Seuent, e



LESSON 30: Verbless Sentences and Possessive Adjectives

In Thamil, possessive adjective = Noun + 2_enL_w OR Noun + &er
Noun + 2_smwL_w and Noun + @er constructions are formed according to the same rules as Noun + gg.
Possessive adjectives of most pronouns are irregular and listed below.

Pronoun Possessive Adjective Forms
TBIT 60T 6T6OTETY 6ML_LI 6T60T

i3 2_ETEnI6mL_W 260
SI6U6DT SIEUEEML_WLI Si6U6T
Si6U6T SI6U(ETHEML LI Si6v6T
Sleur SloUHEML_ Sieur
Sl SISEML_ULI S0
[BTLD [BLO(PEmL_ULI [BLD

BIT IRl 61T 6TIRI & (ETHEML_ L 6TIRI 6T
15 Ml & 61T 2 RIS EhHEML L 2 [RIG6T
SIOUTS6T SIOUT S (ETHEML LI SIOUTS6T

Note: i6uer, Si6usT, eurm, and Sieurdem can have a possessive adjective form that is unchanged
from the pronoun. Depending on the context, it may be necessary to add 2_smL_w to avoid confusion.

Noun Possessive Adjective Forms
BT [BITUWeML_UW mBTud 6or
m(h L (hemL_w LDITL"_Lq 607
[5levrr I5l uIT6Y6mL_LLI 15l uretil 601

English sentences with the verb “(to) be” as the main verb have no verb when translated to Thamil.
Examples

| am a teacher. IBITenT & Fwi.
They are students. SIQUTEHET LDITEWTOUIT FH61T.
She is my younger sister. SI6UET 6T60 SIS, OR 66T 6TETEIML_ L SMINHS.
This cow is his cow. 8ps wrlh el w wrh. OR @Es W ieusT (.
That is my mother’s store. SIG) 6T6T SIDLTEYML W SenL. OR G 6T60T SIDLTEN 6T HEML_.
His house is here. s s Snés Qmedng. OR
SlummL 6 QrCs QmasEngl.
Exercises
1

Little brother held the dog’s tail. DL BTWeNHL_W 6uTenevLl LI19.&Teo.



LESSON 31: Infinitive + Finite Verb

The infinitive form of a given verb can often be translated into English as “to Verb.” Just as in
English, some finite verbs can be paired with the infinitive forms of other words.

Examples

SIUDIGGF S MSMSH6T LGS 1919 SGLD. He likes to read short stories.

IBIT60T AGUTHMNE Fh & MHESHE. | forgot to meet them.

siiur Crpm solmW 6L (HhdE s ClEFTaTeTHT.

Yesterday father told little brother to come home.

SICU6T 6TETSEGL! LIVLTMRIGL em 6l ememTL_& SmmIS0IST(HLILITET.

She will teach me how to play pallaanguzhi. [elenemwimi_c easrj)gua’s@esrr(B6 = teach (how) to play]

When Infinitive + Gur> construction is used in the present tense, it has the same meaning as the
English “going to Verb.”
BTRIE6T STWSmS 6 enemwm_L1 Gume Gomi. We are going to play thaayam.

The Infinitive + umi® construction means “(to) try to Verb”
[BITE Si6UTSEMeTE Fbdl el LmmLIEue. | will try to meet them.

The Infinitive + 61 construction means “(to) allow to Verb"
BB sTerenen ©leusilGw Gumas el L_omL_L_meT. Elder sister will not allow me to go outside.

Exercises
@g;rn_rr'ﬁ@s THS° SI° shnsCETsT &hi9° upE® @ymstu@’ s mby® um
@g;rﬂe |j]|9,6 ourm’



LESSON 32: Infinitive + eurrd, Infinitive + gnLmg), Infinitive + GeuewrL_m

The Infinitive + eumd construction is used to give permission or indicate that an action is permissible.
It translates to "allowed to Verb" or "may Verb".

BTD QHSS SH600T60 DTS G\0-&E6VILD. We may drink this water.

15 2_6T@erm eurevITLO? You may come in. / You are allowed to enter.

The Infinitive + sn.L_mg) construction translates to "should not Verb" or "not allowed to Verb".
OmGs yme U4 5555 TG Smoking is not allowed here. [Lema 191q.° =(to) smoke]
b &b Brenwd CFTL_SSnLTS. G Sl HGSLD.

You should not touch this dog. It bites. (It will bite.)

The Infinitive + Geustor_m construction is another form of the Negative Command (Infinitive + <,8).
It can also mean “should not Verb”.
SIbSS HMTULULGMS 5 UMTTes Gelewor_! Do not watch that movie.

Examples



LESSON 33: Infinitive + L_(hib

The Infinitive + (5o construction translates to “let VVerb happen”
GPBMS SRS (HD. ADD GlLsGeurib. Let the child sleep. Then we can talk.
SO 6L (H&E UL (hD. SIYDD 6 2 607 BerLHemLW 6L (hE@L Cumsevmid.

Let mother come home. Then you can go to your friend’s house.

When &, is added to the Infinitive + L_(po construction to form a question, it translates to “shall Verb”
BTeT Qeng eUTmISL(HLom? Shall | buy this?

Depending on the context, adding <y, to the Infinitive + somwo construction can also form a question that
translates to “shall Verb”
BT @UGlUmpgl &lembLevmom? Shall we leave now?



LESSON 34: Noun + 2_1d

To connect two or more nouns with the word “and”, add the suffix 2_ib to each noun.

Nouns ending in —b, -g, and -(5 do not undergo any changes when adding 2_m.

DT pmid I (HD tree, river, and cow

sTadGL Limed Genid Ceusmr(Hib. | want milk and honey.

6T60T SO 2 60T SienoTerTenID HBevorLT&em. My younger brother and your elder brother are friends.
SIDLTOYD GWHMSWD STMIGS DTS, Mother and child are sleeping.

Case suffixes are added before the 2_ib suffix is added to the noun.

TBITEOT Si6UT MO 2_aaTemeariid Gromi LT gEge. | saw them and you yesterday.

2 16U 6l eMGWID 2 _IF(PLD 6UIT kI 6OTIT6DT. The farmer bought seed and fertilizer.
SIUUT TOTHGD SRmBEHGD Uenrd Gambuumt.  Father will give money to me and younger sister.



LESSON 35: Transitive vs. Intransitive Verbs

Some verbs cannot take direct objects. These verbs are called intransitive verbs. Verbs that take direct
objects are called transitive verbs. i’ and 2_La&mri* are two examples of intransitive verbs.

7D 6 WS G- The tree falls.

5 2 L &mmeuml. You will sit.

Many transitive and intransitive verbs occur in pairs. Most class 2 verbs are intransitive and most class
6 verbs are transitive.

et?  (to) burn [intransitive] &TE S 6TH & DG The paper burns.

etf®  (to) burn [transitive] BT G&F& semer 6T S Gomib. We burn the sticks.

sm°  (to) rise [intransitive] sllemev 6TMISE WSl The price rises.
som’  (to) raise [transitive] SI6UETT GILIL_LG 6MUI 6] M DI6UIT6T. He will raise the box.

Lo/ DT O
Soh&/Bns&
8l /gl muy
&l emioLy/el ey
urey/uriy
hiemLo

6UED6IT

BT

6U6ITIT

6T(02, 6T(pLIL3

0&(h4/60\&([hH6

sumememw yomiel Gmeor. il emev sTmIE WSl

sumemenw @ns&eE Cmer. elemnsy QmGHnSI(?)
Sleuenen LTOMIS GOMD.  Sieuedr Wi D6
Sluenes S (HSam(bE Comd. euer & [HbGIE DTe.
wr(hsemer GowsH . <pbeem Gl arme.

&M F5m5s PSS nrer. srdlgb &iflang.
SI6U6T 6TETEMENT S GLPLILIE DT6T. BIer GLpLiel Gmeor.



LESSON 36: Noun + &sb, Noun + &3 b5

The @6 case suffix is used for the preposition “in” and is added to Nouns exactly like the g3 case suffix.
Noun + @ev can also sometimes translate to “on” or “at”.

SpoMev BT mSH DS There is water in the river.

Sisuer GuemL_ulev Bloum. He will stand on stage.

SIS EUT6l 6VEMEV. H6U6T 6L 1460 LIHHST6T. Younger sister did not come. She stayed at home.
Sl Sl pmdleugdlenn Guderm. He spoke in Thamil and English.

Upenel LTSS 60 2L SMTE DG,

The @63 mBgGI case suffix translates to “from”.

Saurser ST BES O\FaTmaTSGL LMUILIL_L T &6T. They left for Chennai from Madurai.
LomevoTeurT &6 Lisei ull 60l (hEG 6L_(h&@& @heummese. The students will run home from school.
Gumbgl bsS SemellLHBS aUHLD. The bus will come from that direction.



LESSON 37: Noun + @1 b vs. Noun + (2-)&@&, Noun + QL 10 (B

The @L b and @ wBSI case suffixes are added only to pronouns or “human” nouns according to the
same rules as the g case suffix.

Noun + @ 1b and Noun + (2-)&@ have similar English translations, but they can have slightly different
meanings in Thamil. Noun + @b indicates temporary possession, whereas Noun + (2_)& is used to
indicate permanent possession. The following sentences illustrate the difference:
1. a. bHSFIAT SLULUTSHG WHBEMSS CETHSSMT. SLIUT JHMSS S-SSTIT.

The doctor gave the medicine to father. Father drank it.
b. bpSGeuT SLUTEILD WHBMSE OETHSSTT. SLIUT Semg CrrwTelEEGs C\sTHSSTI.

The doctor gave the medicine to father. Father gave it to the patient.

In 1.a., the doctor gives the medicine to father for father to drink. In 1.b., the doctor gives the medicine to
father so it can be passed along to the patient.

Noun + @L1b and Noun + (2_)& can also be used to indicate possession with the verb “(to) have”. The
same differences of permanent vs. temporary possession apply for the two case suffixes in the following
pair of sentences:

2. 2. SuISGL LD QmeHnSl. 2.b. sl uswrn Qmasdngl. | have money.

Sentence 2.a. implies that he is a (relatively) wealthy person who always has money. Sentence 2.b.
simply means that he presently has money on his person.

Noun + @L 10 @wmgl is used in place of Noun + @60 @pBg and translates to “from (person)”. It should be
noted that Noun + @b can also translate to “to (person)”, just like Noun + (2_)&@ can indicate motion
to a destination.

S Sievorewres Lo Guimeure. Little brother went to elder brother.

BT Si&amell L0l (Hbg & SL_(h eurmid Geurer. | received a plate from elder sister.



LESSON 38: Noun + @60 and Infinitive + pig®

The Noun + &y60 case suffix translates to “by means of”, “because of”, or “out of”. The “by means of”
usage is often translated as “with” in English.

The Noun + &y60 case suffix is added to nouns according to the same rules as the g5 case suffix. The only
exception is &gl which becomes sigemev.

Examples

LTSMSE SSHS WML &GSSI6UT6T. He will stab the tree with a knife.
SIOUEDEIT 6T60T S600TSH6ITITEL LITIT & &61 60606V | did not see her with my eyes.
STILESEVTEL [BITET L6 616l 60EM6V. | did not come today because of fever.
S6IT LOGTITETTITEL 6(TH LITEmeuTsmiLg Ol ids mme. She makes a pot out of clay.

The verb @mrz translates to “(to) be able to”. Like the verbs |jlm,6, @g;rﬂz, and |_|rﬂ2, the verb @pmr2 is
always conjugated with the pronoun =ig in the past, present, and future tenses. Habitual actions are
expressed in the future tense. Whereas the subject in sentences with ﬂ]mf, @g;rﬂz, and |_|rﬂ2 is the Noun +
(2-)&@ construction, sentences with @pmr2 require the Noun + &0 construction. The negative forms of
the verb are (pig wellsvemev (past and present tense) and @ wrrg (future tense).

Examples

3
st sk sfe sk sfe sk st ok



LESSON 39: Noun + &(p, Noun + 2_L e

The (b case suffix and 2_L_eor suffix both mean “with”. &(y is added to nouns just like gg, and 2_L_er is
added to nouns just like 2_o. The only exception is @igI, which becomes 1S gL 6.

Examples
Sieu@rm(h GumGeuenr. | will go with him.
Siuur Qs muCumh GouemeseL GumerTi. Father went to work with this bag.

SI6UIT 6TEITEMEIT SHEITLIL_60T H6UETT SST6IT. She took care of me with affection.



LESSON 40: If/then Conditional

Remember that the Past Tense is formed by adding the appropriate pronoun endings (760, <y, Sy,
=61, etc.) to the Past Stem.

The Past Stem + <y60 construction is used to form the “If Verb, then...” conditional construction for all
pronouns.

Root Past Stem Conditional

Q! 0FWg O FWHmeL

Q6! AF) O\&FeTDITeL

e S}600TL S}6TOTL_IT6V

o | &’ 2 L &MMbS 2 | &MHST6V

MRS 6UIT Ml 60T AUl GOTIT6L

EANICON s LT [ FTUAL_LT6L

Qug* Qumm QuUDDTEY

um® uni$s UMTSSITeV

8o’ S5 NG

Examples

BTeT Sl SS5MmBH CHlq e, SAemé 6ot (hL g LIGLer. If 1 search for the letter, | will find it.
66T EUBSTEV, SIEUT GUTLOTL_L_T6. If you all come, she will not come.

BT GDTSSITEV, 6TETETTEL HThlSB PG WITF. If the dog barks, | will not be able to sleep.



LESSON 41: Negative Conditional, Conditional + 2_ib

The Past Stem + <yellL_L_mev construction is used to form the “If not Verb, then...” negative conditional
construction.

Examples

Adding the suffix 2_1b to the conditional verb forms changes the meaning to “Even if (not) Verb, then...”
Examples



