
LESSON 26: Impersonal Verbs—þº‘³Å and þ×¯¨Å 
 

The verb þº‘³Å is used for the English “(to) be enough”  
The verb þ×¯¨Å is used for the English verbs “(to) want” and “(to) need” 
þº‘³Å and þ×¯¨Å are only used to express the habitual and the present and future tenses.  They are 
not used in the past tense.  The negative forms of the two verbs are þº‘°×’Ö�Ò (past and present 
tense), þº‘°‘³ (future tense) and þ×¯¥‘. 
The same form of these impersonal verbs is used for all subjects, and all subjects are in the form  
Noun + (…)™�. 
 
Examples 
ƒ¹°¢ —œ¦™�´ °¯«“Ñ þ×¯¨Å.  This plant needs water. 
À‘«×Ñ�æ™� áÖ�è þ×¯¨Å.   Students need books. 
�×ñ™�¿ º«Å þ×¯¨Å.    He needs money. / He wants money. 
‡î™� ×�¥ þ×¯¥‘.    I do not want vadai. 
�

…î™� ƒ³ þº‘³Å.    This is enough for you. 
�×ñ™� ŠÏ œª�¥ þº‘°‘³.   One shirt will not be enough for him. 
 
Exercises 
1. Translate 
2. 



LESSON 27: The Direct Object (cont.) 
 
When writing the direct object, the Noun + ‰ construction is sometimes optional. 
 If the direct object is a specific noun, then the Noun + ‰ construction is required.  This rule applies to 
most direct objects that refer to people. 
 If the direct object refers to a noun in general terms, then the addition of ‰ to form the direct object is 
optional, and usually it is not added. 
 
Examples 
µ‘ò ŠÏ À“ò ×‘›�’þîò.    I bought a fish. 
µ‘ò ŠÏ À“�î ×‘›�’þîò.� � � I bought a fish. 

The pair of sentences illustrates the fact that addition of ‰ to the general noun ŠÏ À“ò is optional. 
�

�¿º‘ ‡î™�¿ º«Å —�‘¨´°‘Ñ.   Father gave me money. 
�¿º‘ ‡î™�¿ º«´�°™ —�‘¨´°‘Ñ.  Father gave me the money.  OR  Father gave me money. 

In the first sentence, º«Å is a general term and does not require the addition of ‰.  The second 
sentence could be interpreted as the optional addition of ‰ to the direct object of the first sentence, in which 
case the meaning would be the same.  Alternatively, º«Å in the second sentence could be referring to some 
money that was specified earlier in the conversation.  In that case the ‰ is required. 
 
�×è ƒ¹° À“�î …¯º‘è.      She will eat this fish. 
�×Ñ�è �¹°´ °¯«“�Ì™ �¦™�À‘ª¥‘Ñ�è.   They will not drink this water. 

The direct object of both sentences requires the addition of ‰, because the words ƒ¹° and �¹° 
cause the direct object to refer to a specific À“ò and specific °¯«“Ñ. 
�

µ‘Å °¯«“Ñ �¦¿þº‘Å.    We drink water. (We will drink water.) 
‚î‘Ö µ‘Å º‘Ö �¦™�À‘ªþ¥‘Å.  But we do not drink milk. (But we will not drink milk.) 
 The direct objects of both sentences are general. 
 
Exercises 

1. Translate 



LESSON 28: Impersonal Verbs—º’¦
6, —°Ì’

2, and ½Ì’
2 

  
The Noun + (…)™� construction is used for the subject of sentences containing the impersonal verbs 
º’¦

6 (to) like, —°Ì’
2 (to) like, and ½Ì’

2 (to) understand.  The direct object of these sentences uses the 
Noun + ‰ construction.  These verbs are always conjugated with the pronoun �³ in the past, present, 
and future tenses.  Just as with other verbs, habitual actions are expressed in the future tense. 
 
       Past      Present    Future Past/Present Neg. Future Neg. 
º’¦

6
  º’¦´°³ º’¦™�’é³ º’¦™�Å º’¦™�×’Ö�Ò º’¦™�‘³ 

—°Ì’
2
  —°Ì’¹°³ —°Ì’�’é³ —°Ì’ÉÅ —°Ì’Æ×’Ö�Ò  —°Ì’Æ‘³ 

½Ì’
2
  ½Ì’¹°³ ½Ì’�’é³ ½Ì’ÉÅ  ½Ì’Æ×’Ö�Ò  ½Ì’Æ‘³ 

 
Examples 



LESSON 29: Question Words 
 
A declarative sentence can be changed into a question by inserting a question word right after the 
subject. 
 
who  Æ‘Ñ, ‡×ò/‡×è, ‡³ 
what  ‡òî, ‡³ 
when  ‡¿—º‘à³, ‡òì 
where  ‡›þ� 
how  ‡¿º¦, ‡Ü×‘ì 

why  ˆò 
which  ‡¹° 
how much ‡´°�î 
how many ‡Ü×ãÚ 

 
Examples 
 
The prefix ƒ indicates relative nearness or proximity to the speaker.  The prefix � indicates relative 
distance from the speaker.  And the prefix ‡ is used to indicate a question. 
 
ƒ›þ� here   ƒ¹°  this 
�›þ�  there   �¹°  that 
‡›þ�  where   ‡¹°  which 
 
ƒ×ò, �×ò 
 



LESSON 30: Verbless Sentences and Possessive Adjectives 
 
In Thamil, possessive adjective = Noun + …�¥Æ  OR  Noun + ƒò�

Noun + …�¥Æ and Noun + ƒò constructions are formed according to the same rules as Noun + ‰.  
Possessive adjectives of most pronouns are irregular and listed below.   
 
Pronoun Possessive Adjective Forms 
µ‘ò� � ‡òñ�¥Æ  ‡ò�

µ“� � …òñ�¥Æ  …ò�

�×ò� �Üñ�¥Æ  �×ò�

�×è�� �×æ�¥Æ  �×è�
�×Ñ� � �×Ï�¥Æ  �×Ñ�
�³� � �°ñ�¥Æ  �°ò�

µ‘Å� � µÅÃ�¥Æ  µÅ�
µ‘›�è� ‡›�æ�¥Æ  ‡›�è�
µ“›�è � …›�æ�¥Æ  …›�è�
�×Ñ�è� �×Ñ�æ�¥Æ �×Ñ�è 

Note: �×ò, �×è, �×Ñ, and �×Ñ�è can have a possessive adjective form that is unchanged 
from the pronoun.  Depending on the context, it may be necessary to add …�¥Æ to avoid confusion.   
 
Noun  Possessive Adjective Forms 
µ‘Ë  µ‘É�¥Æ  µ‘Æ’ò 
À‘¨  Àª¨�¥Æ  À‘ª¦ò 
µ’Ò‘  µ’Ò‘Ú�¥Æ  µ’Ò‘×’ò 
 
English sentences with the verb “(to) be” as the main verb have no verb when translated to Thamil. 
Examples 
I am a teacher.    µ‘ò ‚œ’Ì’ÆÑ. 
They are students.   �×Ñ�è À‘«×Ñ�è. 
She is my younger sister.  �×è ‡ò °›��.  OR  �×è ‡òñ�¥Æ °›��.  
This cow is his cow.   ƒ¹° À‘¨ �×ñ�¥Æ À‘¨.  OR  ƒ¹° À‘¨ �×ò À‘¨. 
That is my mother’s store.  �³ ‡ò �ÅÀ‘Ú�¥Æ ��¥.  OR  �³ ‡ò �ÅÀ‘×’ò ��¥. 
His house is here.   �×Ñ ×“¨ ƒ›þ� ƒÏ™�’é³.  OR 

�×Ï�¥Æ ×“¨ ƒ›þ� ƒÏ™�’é³. 
 
Exercises 
1.  
Little brother held the dog’s tail. °Åº’ µ‘É�¥Æ ×‘�Ò¿ º’¦´°‘ò. 



LESSON 31: Infinitive + Finite Verb 
 
The infinitive form of a given verb can often be translated into English as “to Verb.”  Just as in 
English, some finite verbs can be paired with the infinitive forms of other words. 
Examples 
�×ñ™�¢ œ’ì��°�è º¦™�¿ º’¦™�Å.   He likes to read short stories. 
µ‘ò �×Ñ��ã¢ œ¹°’™� Àé¹þ°ò.   I forgot to meet them. 
�¿º‘ þµíì °Åº’�Æ ×“ª¨™� ×Ì¢ —œ‘òî‘Ñ. 
Yesterday father told little brother to come home. 
�×è ‡î™�¿ ºÖÒ‘›�Ý’�Æ ×’�ãÆ‘¥™ �íì™—�‘¨¿º‘è. 

She will teach me how to play pallaanguzhi.  [×’�ãÆ‘¥™ �íì™—�‘¨
6 = teach (how) to play] 

 
When Infinitive + þº‘

3
�construction is used in the present tense, it has the same meaning as the 

English “going to Verb.” 
µ‘›�è °‘Æ´�° ×’�ãÆ‘¥¿ þº‘�’þé‘Å. We are going to play thaayam. 
 
The Infinitive + º‘Ñ6 construction means “(to) try to Verb” 
µ‘ò �×Ñ��ã¢ œ¹°’™�¿ º‘Ñ¿þºò.  I will try to meet them. 
 
The Infinitive + ×’¨4 construction means "(to) allow to Verb" 
�™�‘ ‡ò�î —×ã’þÆ þº‘� ×’¥À‘ª¥‘è. Elder sister will not allow me to go outside. 
�

Exercises 
—°‘¥›�

3
 ˆ›�3 ³¦6 �íì™—�‘è1 �íº’6 ºÝ�3 ‚�œ¿º¨4 ×’ÏÅ½3 º‘Ñ6  

—°Ì’
6
 º’¦

6
 ×‘

�
 

 



LESSON 32: Infinitive + Ò‘Å, Infinitive + ˜¥‘³, Infinitive + þ×¯¥‘ 
 

The Infinitive + Ò‘Å construction is used to give permission or indicate that an action is permissible.  
It translates to "allowed to Verb" or "may Verb". 
µ‘Å ƒ¹°´ °¯«“�Ì™ �¦™�Ò‘Å. We may drink this water. 
µ“ …èþã ×ÌÒ‘À‘?    You may come in. / You are allowed to enter. 
 
The Infinitive + ˜¥‘³ construction translates to "should not Verb" or "not allowed to Verb". 
ƒ›þ� ½�� º’¦™�™˜¥‘³.  Smoking is not allowed here.  [½�� º’¦6 =(to) smoke] 
µ“ ƒ¹° µ‘�Æ´ —°‘¥™˜¥‘³.  �³ �¦™�Å.  

You should not touch this dog.  It bites. (It will bite.) 
 
The Infinitive + þ×¯¥‘ construction is another form of the Negative Command (Infinitive + ‚þ°).  
It can also mean “should not Verb”. 
�¹°´ °’�Ì¿º¥´�° µ“ º‘Ñ™� þ×¯¥‘!  Do not watch that movie. 
 
Examples 
 



LESSON 33: Infinitive + ª¨Å 
 
The Infinitive + ª¨Å construction translates to “let Verb happen” 
�Ý¹�° à›�ª¨Å.  �¿½éÅ —ºŸþ×‘Å.  Let the child sleep.  Then we can talk. 
�ÅÀ‘ ×“ª¨™� ×Ìª¨Å.  �¿½éÅ µ“ …ò µ¯ºÏ�¥Æ ×“ª¨™�¿ þº‘�Ò‘Å. 
 Let mother come home.  Then you can go to your friend’s house. 
 
When ‚ is added to the Infinitive + ª¨Å construction to form a question, it translates to “shall Verb” 
µ‘ò ƒ�° ×‘›�ª¨À‘?   Shall I buy this? 
 
Depending on the context, adding ‚ to the Infinitive + Ò‘Å construction can also form a question that 
translates to “shall Verb” 
µ‘Å ƒ¿—º‘à³ �’ãÅºÒ‘À‘?  Shall we leave now? 
 



LESSON 34: Noun + …Å 
 
To connect two or more nouns with the word “and”, add the suffix …Å to each noun. 
Nouns ending in –Å, -ì, and -¨ do not undergo any changes when adding …Å. 
ÀÌÃÅ ‚ìÅ À‘¨Å    tree, river, and cow 
‡î™�¿ º‘ÕÅ þ°ñÅ þ×¯¨Å.  I want milk and honey. 
‡ò °Åº’ÉÅ …ò �¯«ñÅ µ¯ºÑ�è. My younger brother and your elder brother are friends. 
�ÅÀ‘ÚÅ �Ý¹�°ÉÅ à›��’é‘Ñ�è. Mother and child are sleeping. 
 
Case suffixes are added before the …Å suffix is added to the noun. 
µ‘ò �×Ñ��ãÉÅ …ò�îÉÅ þµíì º‘Ñ´þ°ò.  I saw them and you yesterday. 
…Ý×Ñ ×’�°ÉÅ …ÌÃÅ ×‘›�’î‘ò.   The farmer bought seed and fertilizer. 
�¿º‘ ‡î™�Å °›��™�Å º«Å —�‘¨¿º‘Ñ. Father will give money to me and younger sister. 



LESSON 35: Transitive vs. Intransitive Verbs 
 

Some verbs cannot take direct objects.  These verbs are called intransitive verbs.  Verbs that take direct 
objects are called transitive verbs.  ×’à2 and …ª�‘Ñ2 are two examples of intransitive verbs. 
ÀÌÅ ×’à�’é³.  The tree falls. 
µ“ …ª�‘Ñ×‘Ë.  You will sit. 
 
Many transitive and intransitive verbs occur in pairs.  Most class 2 verbs are intransitive and most class 
6 verbs are transitive. 
‡Ì’2   (to) burn [intransitive]   �‘�’°Å ‡Ì’�’é³.   The paper burns. 
‡Ì’6   (to) burn [transitive]  µ‘Å �¢œ’��ã ‡Ì’™�’þé‘Å. We burn the sticks. 
 
ˆì3     (to) rise [intransitive]  ×’�Ò ˆì�’é³.   The price rises. 
ˆíì3   (to) raise [transitive]  �×ò —ºª¦�Æ ˆíì×‘ò.  He will raise the box. 
 
 
À‘ì/À‘íì 
ƒé›�/ƒé™� 
°’ÏÅ½/°’Ï¿½ 
�’ãÅ½/�’ã¿½ 
ºÌÚ/ºÌ¿½ 
¸�Ý 
×�ã 
µ�Ñ 
×ãÑ 
�’Ý’ 
�Ý’ 
Šã’ 
‡à2, ‡à¿½3 
—�¨4/—�¨6 
×‘ã’�Æ ˆíì�’þéò.  ×’�Ò ˆì�’é³. 
×‘ã’�Æ ƒé™��’þéò.  ×’�Ò ƒé›��’é³(?) 
�×�î À‘íì�’þé‘Å.  �×ò À‘ì�’é‘ò. 
�×�î´ °’Ï´ú¨�’þé‘Å.  �×ò °’Ï¹³�’é‘ò. 
À‘¨��ã þÀË™�’é‘Ñ.  ‚¨�è þÀË�’òéî. 
�‘�’°´�°™ �’Ý’™�’é‘è.  �‘�’°Å �’Ý’�’é³. 
�×è ‡ò�î™ �Ý¿½�’é‘è.  µ‘ò �ÝÅ½�’þéò. 
 



LESSON 36: Noun + ƒÖ, Noun + ƒÒ’Ï¹³ 
 
 The ƒÖ case suffix is used for the preposition “in” and is added to Nouns exactly like the ‰ case suffix.  
Noun + ƒÖ can also sometimes translate to “on” or “at”. 
 
‚íé’Ö µ“Ñ ƒÏ™�’é³.    There is water in the river. 
�×ò þÀ�¥Æ’Ö µ’íº‘Ñ.    He will stand on stage. 
°›�� ×Ì×’Ö�Ò.  �×è ×“ª¦Ö ƒÏ¹°‘è. Younger sister did not come.  She stayed at home. 
�×Ñ °À’Ý’ÕÅ ‚›�’Ò´°’ÕÅ þºœ’î‘Ñ.  He spoke in Thamil and English. 
ºé�× ÀÌ´°’Ö …ª�‘Ñ�’é³. 
 
The ƒÒ’Ï¹³ case suffix translates to “from”. 
ƒ×Ñ�è À³�ÌÆ’Ò’Ï¹³ —œò�î™�¿ ½é¿ºª¥‘Ñ�è.  They left for Chennai from Madurai. 
À‘«×Ñ�è ºèã’Æ’Ò’Ï¹³ ×“ª¨™� ‹¨×‘Ñ�è.  The students will run home from school. 
þºÏ¹³ �¹°´ °’�œÆ’ÖÏ¹³ ×ÏÅ.   The bus will come from that direction.



LESSON 37: Noun + ƒ¥Å vs. Noun + (…)™�, Noun + ƒ¥À’Ï¹³ 
 

The ƒ¥Å and ƒ¥À’Ï¹³ case suffixes are added only to pronouns or “human” nouns according to the 
same rules as the ‰ case suffix. 
 
Noun + ƒ¥Å and Noun + (…)™� have similar English translations, but they can have slightly different 
meanings in Thamil.  Noun + ƒ¥Å indicates temporary possession, whereas Noun + (…)™� is used to 
indicate permanent possession.  The following sentences illustrate the difference: 
1. a. ÀÏ´³×Ñ �¿º‘™� ÀÏ¹�°™ —�‘¨´°‘Ñ.  �¿º‘ ��°™ �¦´°‘Ñ. 
 The doctor gave the medicine to father.  Father drank it. 
b. ÀÏ´³×Ñ �¿º‘×’¥Å ÀÏ¹�°™ —�‘¨´°‘Ñ. �¿º‘ ��° þµ‘Æ‘ã’™�™ —�‘¨´°‘Ñ. 
 The doctor gave the medicine to father.  Father gave it to the patient. 
 
In 1.a., the doctor gives the medicine to father for father to drink.  In 1.b., the doctor gives the medicine to 
father so it can be passed along to the patient. 
Noun + ƒ¥Å and Noun + (…)™� can also be used to indicate possession with the verb “(to) have”.  The 
same differences of permanent vs. temporary possession apply for the two case suffixes in the following 
pair of sentences: 
2. a. �×ñ™�¿ º«Å ƒÏ™�’é³. 2.b. �×î’¥Å º«Å ƒÏ™�’é³. I have money. 
Sentence 2.a. implies that he is a (relatively) wealthy person who always has money.  Sentence 2.b. 
simply means that he presently has money on his person. 
 
Noun + ƒ¥À’Ï¹³ is used in place of Noun + ƒÒ’Ï¹³ and translates to “from (person)”.  It should be 
noted that Noun + ƒ¥Å can also translate to “to (person)”, just like Noun + (…)™� can indicate motion 
to a destination. 
°Åº’ �¯«î’¥Å þº‘×‘ò.    Little brother went to elder brother. 
µ‘ò �™�‘×’¥À’Ï¹³ ŠÏ °ª¨ ×‘›�’þîò.  I received a plate from elder sister. 



LESSON 38: Noun + ‚Ö and Infinitive + Ã¦2 
 

The Noun + ‚Ö case suffix translates to “by means of”, “because of”, or “out of”.  The “by means of” 
usage is often translated as “with” in English. 
The Noun + ‚Ö case suffix is added to nouns according to the same rules as the ‰ case suffix.  The only 
exception is �³ which becomes �°î‘Ö. 
 
Examples 
ÀÌ´�°™ �´°’Æ‘Ö �´³×‘ò.   He will stab the tree with a knife. 
�×�ã ‡ò �¯�ã‘Ö º‘Ñ™�×’Ö�Ò.  I did not see her with my eyes. 
�‘Ë¢œÒ‘Ö µ‘ò ƒòì ×Ì×’Ö�Ò.  I did not come today because of fever.   
�ã’À¯«‘Ö ŠÏ º‘�î�Æ¢ —œË�’é‘è. She makes a pot out of clay. 
 
The verb Ã¦2 translates to “(to) be able to”.  Like the verbs º’¦

6, —°Ì’
2, and ½Ì’

2, the verb Ã¦2 is 
always conjugated with the pronoun �³ in the past, present, and future tenses.  Habitual actions are 
expressed in the future tense.  Whereas the subject in sentences with º’¦

6, —°Ì’
2, and ½Ì’

2 is the Noun + 
(…)™� construction, sentences with Ã¦2 require the Noun + ‚Ö construction.  The negative forms of 
the verb are Ã¦Æ×’Ö�Ò (past and present tense) and Ã¦Æ‘³ (future tense). 
Examples 
� 
******** 



LESSON 39: Noun + ‹¨, Noun + …¥ò  
 

The ‹¨ case suffix and …¥ò suffix both mean “with”.  ‹¨ is added to nouns just like ‰, and …¥ò is 
added to nouns just like …Å.  The only exception is �³, which becomes �´³¥ò. 
 
Examples 
�×þÌ‘¨ þº‘þ×ò.     I will go with him. 
�¿º‘ ƒ¹°¿ �ºþÆ‘¨ þ×�Ò™�¿ þº‘î‘Ñ. Father went to work with this bag. 
�×è ‡ò�î �ò½¥ò �×î’´°‘è.  She took care of me with affection. 



LESSON 40: If/then Conditional 
 
Remember that the Past Tense is formed by adding the appropriate pronoun endings (ˆò, ‚Ë, ‚ò, 
‚è, etc.) to the Past Stem. 
The Past Stem + ‚Ö construction is used to form the “If Verb, then...” conditional construction for all 
pronouns. 
 
Root  Past Stem  Conditional 
—œË1  —œË´   —œË°‘Ö 
—œÖ1  —œòí   —œòé‘Ö 
‚è1  ‚¯ª   ‚¯¥‘Ö 
…ª�‘Ñ2 …ª�‘Ñ¹´  …ª�‘Ñ¹°‘Ö 
×‘›�3 ×‘›�’ò  ×‘›�’î‘Ö 
œ‘¿º’¨4 œ‘¿º’ªª  œ‘¿º’ª¥‘Ö 
—ºì4  —ºíí   —ºíé‘Ö 
º‘Ñ6  º‘Ñ´´   º‘Ñ´°‘Ö 
ƒÏ7  ƒÏ¹´  ƒÏ¹°‘Ö 
 
Examples 
µ‘ò �¦°´�°´ þ°¦î‘Ö, ��°™ �¯¨º’¦¿þºò. If I search for the letter, I will find it. 
µ“›�è ×¹°‘Ö, �×è ×ÌÀ‘ª¥‘è.    If you all come, she will not come. 
µ‘Ë ��Ì´°‘Ö, ‡òî‘Ö à›�Ã¦Æ‘³.   If the dog barks, I will not be able to sleep. 
 
 



LESSON 41: Negative Conditional, Conditional + …Å 
 
The Past Stem + ‚×’ª¥‘Ö construction is used to form the “If not Verb, then...” negative conditional 
construction. 
Examples 
 
Adding the suffix …Å to the conditional verb forms changes the meaning to “Even if (not) Verb, then...” 
Examples 


