
LESSON 9: Future Tense 
 
The future tense is formed as follows: 
[NOTE: �³ is an exception to this rule.  Its future tense conjugation will be introduced 
later.] 
 

Future Tense Conjugation 
Classes  1-4 Root��+ Ü  + ˆò, ‚Ë, ‚ò, ‚è,�etc. 
Class       5 Root   +  ¿  + ˆò, ‚Ë, ‚ò, ‚è,�etc. 
Classes  6-7 Root   + ¿¿ + ˆò, ‚Ë, ‚ò, ‚è,�etc. 
�

Examples 
µ‘ò —œËþ×ò.� � I will do.�
µ‘ò ‡é’þ×ò.� � I will throw. 
µ‘ò ×‘›�þ×ò.� � I will buy.�
µ‘ò —°‘¨þ×ò.� � I will touch.�
µ‘ò …¯þºò.� � I will eat.�
µ‘ò º‘Ñ¿þºò.� � I will see.�
µ‘ò °’é¿þºò.� � I will open.�
�

Exercises 
1. Form the future tense of the following verbs with the pronouns listed. 
a. —×Ö1   µ‘ò   (to) win, conquer 
b. �ã’6  �×Ñ�è  (to) bathe 
c. ºé7   �×è   (to) fly 
d. �‘¯5  µ“�
e. ×’à2   �×ò   (to) fall 
f. þ°¨3  �×Ñ   (to) search 
g. ½é¿º¨4  µ‘Å   (to) leave, depart 
 
2. Translate the following sentences. 
a. We (µ‘›�è) will build a big house. big = —ºÌ’Æ;�(to) build = �ª¨3 
b. I will eat cooked rice tomorrow.  tomorrow = µ‘�ã; (to) eat = …¯5 
c. You will eat murukku.   Ãì™�; (to) eat [snacks] = °’ò5  
d. Father will catch this fish.   (to) catch = º’¦6 
e. Tomorrow mother will forget it.  (to) forget = Àé7 
f. We (µ‘Å) will sit there. 
g. They will graze the cow.   (to) graze = þÀË6 
h. Elder brother will kill the snake.  elder brother = �¯«ò; (to) kill = —�‘Ö1 
i. Elder sister will step on the beetle.  elder sister = �™�‘; (to) step on = À’°’6 
j. She will eat this sauce.  She likes it. sauce = �ÝÅ½; (to) eat = œ‘¿º’¨4

���

(to) like = ×’ÏÅ½3
�

 



LESSON 10: Irregular Verbs 
 
The following verbs are irregular in the present and future tenses.  To conjugate these 
verbs in the present and future tenses, the roots undergo a change when making the 
present stem and future stem.�
 

Root  Modified Root 
(to) ask þ�è5

�→� þ�ª�

(to) give °‘2
� →� °Ï�

(to) come ×‘2
� →� ×Ï 

(to) stand µ’Ö5
� →� µ’í 

(to) sell ×’Ö5
� →� ×’í 

 
Examples 
Root  Present Tense   Future Tense 
þ�è5

�� µ‘ò þ�ª�’þéò.  µ‘ò þ�ªþºò. 
µ’Ö5

� � µ“ µ’í�’é‘Ë.   µ“ µ’íº‘Ë. 
×‘2

� � �×ò ×Ï�’é‘ò.  �×ò ×Ï×‘ò. 
 
In Thamil, the word “a” = ŠÏ and the word “an” = ‹Ñ 
The rules for using ŠÏ and ‹Ñ are the same as the rules for using “a” and “an” in 
English.  ŠÏ is used for nouns that begin with a consonant.  ‹Ñ is used for nouns that 
begin with a vowel.  ŠÏ and ‹Ñ are also used for the word “one” when it is used as an 
adjective (e.g. one eye, one box). 
 
Exercises 
1. Conjugate the verbs in both the present and future tenses with the given pronoun and 
direct object.  Then write the English translation of each sentence. 

a. þ�è5; �×è��radio = ×‘—î‘Ò’ 
b. °‘2; �×Ñ; ºÝÅ�
c. ×‘2; workers = þ×�Ò™�‘ÌÑ�è 
d. µ’Ö5; µ‘ò;�…èþã 
e. ×’Ö5; µ‘›�è; rope = �Æ’ì 

�

2. Translate the following phrases. 
a. one girl  girl = —º¯ 
b. a male  male = ‚¯ 
c. a dog  dog = µ‘Ë 
d. one goat  goat = ‚¨ 
e. one plant  plant = —œ¦ 
f. a hand  hand = �� 



Lesson 11: The Respective Command 
�

The respective command is used when addressing someone with respect or when 
addressing a group of people.�
�

Respective Command = Root +�…›�è�

� � � � �������[Roots ending in -… or -� add ›�è] 
�

Root   Respective Command 
—œË1   —œËÉ›�è 
‡é’2� � � ‡é’É›�è 
×‘›�3

� � ×‘›�›�è 
—°‘¨4

�� � —°‘¨›�è 
…¯5 

� � …¯®›�è 
º‘Ñ6

� � � º‘Ï›�è 
œ�À6

�� � œ�ÀÉ›�è 
°’é7

� � � °’é›�è 
×‘2

� � � ×‘Ï›�è 
þº‘3

� � � þº‘›�è 
�

Notice that the respective command is formed according to similar rules as the 
Noun + ‰ for the direct object.  Verbs like ‡é’� and œ�À6 add É›�è because they end 
in -ƒ and -‰.  —œË� and …¯� form the respective command by doubling the final 
consonant before adding …›�è.   

The respective commands of the irregular verbs ×‘2 and þº‘3
�have also been 

included in the chart.  The formation of the respective command for these two verbs is 
also irregular, but it is regular for verbs like þ�è5 and µ’Ö5. 
 
Exercises 
1. Use the respective command to translate the following English sentences. 
a. Buy this dress!  dress = º‘×‘�¥ 
b. Eat the cooked rice! (to) eat = …¯5  
c. Put the bag down!  (to) put = þº‘¨4 
d. Help the girl!  (to) help = …°Ú3

���girl = º‘¿º‘, —º¯ 
e. Call him!   (to) call = ˜¿º’¨4 
f. Do the work! 
g. Look there!   [use �‘¯5] 
 
2. Translate the following sentences to English. 
a. —×ã’þÆ þº‘›�è! 
b. �°�×´ °’é›�è! 
c. ƒ¹° á�Ò¿ º¦É›�è! 
d. ŠÏ º‘ª�¥¿ º‘¨›�è! 
e. ³«’�Æ´ ³�×É›�è! 
f. ƒ›þ� ×‘Ï›�è! 


