POLITICAL SCIENCE 131

Introduction to American Political Thought

Summer Session II, 2006

M-F, 11:00-12:15, Gray 319

Instructor: Stefan Dolgert

Office: Perkins 02CF

Office Hours:  Tuesday: 12:15-1:30 p.m.; Thursday 12:15-1:30 p.m.

Email: spd5@duke.edu
Phone: 602-793-9397

What makes a political thought American, and why do we care if something meets this criterion?  Must it originate in the United States of America?  Must one be a citizen in order to make such an utterance?  Does one have to have a particular vision of what “America” is?  What if one claims that California actually belongs to Mexico – is that not American, even if uttered by an American?  Can one be a secessionist and still qualify as American?  And what of the Native Americans who dwelt on the continent before the Europeans first settled along the Atlantic?  Can their political thought be considered American?

These are only a few of the questions we must be prepared to address when we consider how best to approach the subject of “American Political Thought.”  We will begin the class by exploring some of the core issues at stake in the American Revolution, focusing primarily on the question of representation in the Revolution, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitutional Convention.  The debates between the British and Americans initially took the form of a clash between “virtual” versus “actual” representation, and we will read these debates and those between Federalists and Anti-Federalists in some depth.  We will inquire how these arguments over the best means to represent the polity are rooted in a particular historical context, and how they inform later debates concerning the structure of the American political sphere.  At the same time we will see that these debates regarding the “how” of representation, the “how” of politically articulating the community, lead inescapably to the question of the “who” of the community.  In the early American period, of course, the “who” does not include women, slaves, Native Americans, and most manual laborers – or if it does, it includes them only “virtually.”  

The course of American history over the next centuries will witness broad challenges to these earlier conceptions of the proper boundary of the community, and frequently these expansions of the polity will be articulated as challenges to the prevailing idea of representation.  We will explore several of these “openings” of the public sphere in the 19th and 20th centuries (which often are more akin to an explosion than a gradual evolution): race, gender, class, nation, and environment.  From each of these openings we will witness a new vision of the promise of American democracy, as each emerging claimant offers its unique idea of the community and how that community should be represented.  One could say, with little hyperbole, that American Political Thought is constituted by little else than the perennial definition and redefinition of the community in and through the struggle of these contending visions.

At best in this survey course we can only sample a small fraction of the rich diversity of American political life.  After finishing this course students will be prepared to explore each of these themes in greater depth on their own or in other classes, always bearing in mind that “American Political Thought” is as much a question as it is a defined object of study.  To attempt to answer this question is our heritage, our birthright, and our inescapable fate.

Class Style:

This class will be conducted much more as a discussion-intensive seminar than a lecture.  I will lecture on occasion, to be sure, but the primary impetus and energy in this classroom will come from you, the students.  Please come prepared to discuss the materials each day, and this means arguing about them in a thoughtful manner with your instructor and fellow classmates.  These discussions should be respectful of others’ views, but in no way does that suggest that we paper over our differences with others.  We will learn from each other precisely to the extent that we can figure out exactly how much we disagree with one another.

Grading and Assignments:

Participation (including up to two pop quizzes): 100 points (10% of total)

Group Presentation: 100 points (10% of total)

Two short (2 page) response papers: 100 points each (20% of total)

Two medium-length (5-7 page) papers: 200 points each (40% of total)

Final Exam: 200 points (20% of total)

1000 points possible

All papers are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned.

It is important that you cite the material you have relied upon in writing these papers, though for the thought-papers I am less interested in careful citation than I am in seeing your first-blush reactions to these texts/movies. If you have questions about when you need to provide citation for a source, please see the Duke Libraries' guide on avoiding plagiarism. If you have questions about how to provide citation on your sources, please see the Duke Libraries' guide on citation formats.  Use any citation format that you like; the main thing is that you give credit to the sources you use.

By registering for this course, you have agreed to abide by the Duke University Honor Code: http://www.integrity.duke.edu/ugrad/honorcode.html. 

Attendance:  Mandatory, with one “free” absence (no notice necessary).  Each unexcused absence after that subtracts 5% from your grade, and thus two such absences results in a zero for participation.

I am currently trying to set up a field trip to Greensboro, for an in-depth look at the Civil Rights Movement in North Carolina through the experience of the “Greensboro 4.”  More to come on this later.

Course Materials:

American Political Thought, Fifth Edition, edited by Kenneth Dolbeare and Michael Cummings.

Walden and Other Writings, Henry David Thoreau.

A Sand County Almanac, Aldo Leopold.

E-reserves, online sources, and journal articles as listed below.  For e-reserves go to Blackboard, or the Course Reserves link on the library’s homepage (library.duke.edu), or ask at Circulation in Bostock.

Films: (to be viewed together – I will arrange the screenings)

Do the Right Thing

Koyaanisqatsi

The Green Berets
The Multiple Beginnings

July 3: Introductions and Definitions

July 4:

Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe, selections on e-reserve (approximately 35 pages)

Selected Speeches of Native Americans: (each is very short)

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/nativeamericans/chiefbuckongahelas.htm
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/nativeamericans/chiefcanasatego.htm
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/nativeamericans/chieflogan.htm
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/nativeamericans/chiefpowhatan.htm
The Revolution and the Constitution

July 5: 

Presentations on Democracy, Republic, and Representation

Bernard Bailyn, Ideological Origins of the American Revolution, 22-93, e-reserve

July 6:

Dolbeare, 39-67

July 7:

Peter Oliver, Origin and Progress of the American Rebellion, 3-45, e-reserve


July10:  FIRST RESPONSE PAPER DUE

Gordon Wood, The Creation of the American Republic, Chapter 5, e-reserve

July 11:

Dolbeare, 68-114

July 12:

Gordon Wood, The Creation of the American Republic, Chapter 13, e-reserve

July 13:

Dolbeare, 114-127

July 14:

Dolbeare, 127-152

Race

July 17: FIRST MEDIUM PAPER DUE

Dolbeare, 206-233

Dred Scott Decision (online)

July 18: 

Dolbeare, 329-41

James Baldwin, selections from Notes of a Native Son, e-reserve

July 19:

Dolbeare, 433-440

Malcolm X, The Ballot or the Bullet, online

July 20:

Dolbeare,  494-505

Lani Guinier, The Tyranny of the Majority, selections on e-reserve

Class

July 21:

Dolbeare, 184-91, 287-96, 301-7

July 24: SECOND RESPONSE PAPER DUE

Dolbeare, 271-87, 385-92

July 25:

Dolbeare 341-70

July 26:

Dolbeare 392-421

Environment

July 27:

Walden

July 28:

Walden

July 31: SECOND MEDIUM PAPER DUE

Walden

August 1:

Walden

August 2:

A Sand County Almanac, selections

Gender

August 3:

Dolbeare, 201-6, 450-5, 512-8

August 4:

Catherine Mackinnon, Feminism Unmodified, selections on e-reserve

“Sex at Duke,” Rolling Stone
Nation, The Border, Empire

August 7:

Richard Slotkin, Gunfighter Nation, selections on e-reserve

August 8:

Samuel Huntington, Who Are We?, selections on e-reserve

Gloria Anzaldúa, selections from Borderlands/ La Frontera on e-reserve
August 9:

Charles Krauthammer, “The Unipolar Moment Revisited”, http://stephen.macek.faculty.noctrl.edu/Courses/The%20National%20Interest.htm

FINAL EXAM: August 11, 2-5 p.m.
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