Introduction to International Relations

POL/INT 141-D

Spring 2007
Tu/Th 2:20-4:00 p.m.

Long 106

Instructor: Stefan Dolgert

Office: Gray 203

Office Hours: Tuesday, 4-5; Wednesday 11-12; by appointment

Campus Box 2225

Phone: 602-793-9397 (cell – this is my preferred phone); 336-278-6630

Email: sdolgert@elon.edu; spd5@duke.edu 

Athenians: For ourselves, we shall not trouble you with specious pretences—either of how we have a right to our empire because we overthrew the Mede, or are now attacking you because of wrong that you have done us—and make a long speech which would not be believed; and in return we hope that you, instead of thinking to influence us by saying that you did not join the Lacedaemonians, although their colonists, or that you have done us no wrong, will aim at what is feasible, holding in view the real sentiments of us both; since you know as well as we do that right, as the world goes, is only in question between equals in power, while the strong do what they can and the weak suffer what they must.

Melians: As we think, at any rate, it is expedient—we speak as we are obliged, since you enjoin us to let right alone and talk only of interest—that you should not destroy what is our common protection, the privilege of being allowed in danger to invoke what is fair and right, and even to profit by arguments not strictly valid if they can be got to pass current. And you are as much interested in this as any, as your fall would be a signal for the heaviest vengeance and an example for the world to meditate upon.

--Dialogue between the Athenian envoys and the representatives of Melos, 416 BCE

“Another world is possible.”

--World Social Forum motto

Description:

It is said that after 9/11/2001 we live in a new era of globalization, but what exactly does this mean?  After all, peoples have migrated across the globe for millennia, and the 21st century is hardly unique in seeing violence, trade, disease, and natural disasters spread rapidly from one region to another.  Is it merely the pace of change and the rate of transmission that makes our age different?  Does our technology, whether in the form of the internet, intercontinental ballistic missiles, or weaponized anthrax, constitute a radical break with the past?  Or is this a case of “the more things change the more they stay the same” – are we fooling ourselves into believing that we live in a time like no other, when in fact we face much the same problems as any generation before us?

To answer such questions we must take a step back – way back.  We cannot answer these questions until we have addressed the assumptions underlying them, and to do so we must think both theoretically and scientifically in ways that may not be obvious.  To ask about globalization, terrorism, global warming, or the wisdom of the war in Iraq, we must first know what a state is, why there is a system of sovereign states, and what exactly the term “international” refers to.  We must also ask whether the relation of identity and difference is implicated in this, which is to say: why do we think that the terms “domestic policy” and “foreign policy” mean something significantly distinct?  What is “foreign,” and why do we think it is an important concept?  And furthermore, how is gender involved in all of this?  While areas of international concern such as the global trade in sex workers make the salience of gender to international politics obvious, we will see that gender’s influence is far more pervasive and important than is commonly considered.

Only after confronting these complex philosophical issues can we get down to the scientific study of politics, though here again matters are not so simple as they might seem.  As we shall see, determining the causes of war and peace, or of economic success or failure, is no easy task.  We will attempt to give some tentative answers to these questions, though the main point of the course is not to supply you with firm and fixed answers but to give you a framework for asking questions to come up with your own answers.

The quotations at the beginning of this section juxtapose two fundamentally opposed ways of viewing the world:  the first (Athenian) in which might makes right; the second (Melian and World Social Forum) in which justice is something completely different from the will of the stronger.  If the conflict between these worldviews has importance for us – if making a world in which millions do not die needlessly is more than an idle dream – then “International Relations” is not so much an academic class but the question (and promise?) of a more humane future.

Objectives:

1) Learning the importance of identity and difference in global politics.

2) Understanding the main contending perspectives in International Relations as an academic discipline.

3) Developing the ability to understand scholarly articles in International Relations.

4) Specifying causal arguments in theories of the origin of the modern state system, international conflict, international political economy, nuclear proliferation, terrorism, and humanitarian intervention.

5) Critically reflecting upon the relationship between gender and International Relations.

6) Knowing more about international affairs than your friends – or your parents.
Attendance:

Mandatory, with two “free” absences (no notice necessary).  Each unexcused absence after that subtracts 5% from your grade, and thus two such absences results in a zero for participation.

No laptops in class, please, and please keep your cellphones/Sidekicks/etc. off during class time.

Simulation:

This class, along with the other sections of POL/INT 141, will be participating in a Middle East Crisis Simulation run along the lines of a Model United Nations.  Students in this class will be divided up into three groups, representing Turkey, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia.  Each student will be responsible for a particular cabinet/policy position, and will participate in the Simulation on April 22-3 accordingly.  In addition to participating in the Sunday and Monday events (including preparing a short list of goals for their designated country), students will also be writing a short analysis that demonstrates the application of one of the “contending frameworks” in IR to the events in the simulation.

Class Style:
This class will be conducted as both a discussion-intensive seminar and a lecture.  I will lecture on occasion, to be sure, but the primary impetus and energy in this classroom will come from you, the students.  Please come prepared to discuss the materials each day, and this means arguing about them in a thoughtful manner with your instructor and fellow classmates.  These discussions should be respectful of others’ views, but in no way does that suggest that we paper over our differences with others.  We will learn from each other precisely to the extent that we can figure out exactly how much we disagree with one another.

Grading and Assignments:

A. Tests:

Midterm: 100 points = 10%

Final: 150 points = 15%

B. Papers:

Short essay (5-7 pages): 150 points = 15%

2 Journal Review Essays (2 X 2 pages): 100 points = 10%

Final paper (8-10 pages): 200 points = 20%

Crisis Simulation Analysis (2 pages): 100 points = 10%

C. Participation (in-class discussion): 100 points = 10%

D. Quizzes (on readings, geography and current events): 100 points = 10%

The short essay and final paper are due in my hand at the beginning of class on the day assigned.  They should be written in Times New Roman 12 point (no Courier!), double-spaced with standard margins.  If papers are emailed it is the student’s responsibility to make sure that the draft sent is the proper one, and if in doubt about the satisfactory transmission of the document you should bring a written copy to class.  Email snafus are not acceptable excuses for late papers.

It is important that you cite the material you have relied upon in writing these papers, though for the reflection-papers I am less interested in careful citation than I am in seeing your first-blush reactions to these texts/movies. If you have questions about when you need to provide citation for a source or how to do so please see the Writing Center’s website: (http://www.elon.edu/e-web/academics/special_programs/writing/).

Use any citation format that you like; the main thing is that you give credit to the sources you use.
Students with Special Needs:

Elon provides accommodations to students who have documentation of a disability and work through Disabilities Services to arrange accommodation.  Contact Priscilla Lipe in Duke 108, and once you have established eligibility please come and see me as soon as possible.

Honor Code:

You are responsible for understanding and abiding by Elon’s honor code.  Violations will be prosecuted and result in immediate failure of the course (at a minimum).  See the online Elon University Student Handbook for a full description of the honor code: (http://www.elon.edu/students/handbook/acahoncode.asp). 

Required Books (at the bookstore):

Campbell, David, Writing Security - Revised edition

Mingst, Karen and Jack Snyder (hereafter referred to as “M & S”), Essential Readings in World Politics – Second Edition

Mingst, Karen (hereafter referred to as “Mingst”), Essentials of International Relations – Third Edition

Spruyt, Hendrik, The Sovereign State and Its Competitors
Tickner, J. Ann, Gendering World Politics
Todorov, Tzvetan, The Conquest of America - New edition

Additional readings will be on reserve at the library, or available via Blackboard.

Students are also expected to read at least one news source daily to keep current with developments in international relations – please choose either the New York Times or the Wall Street Journal.  Items for in-class quizzes will be taken from these sources.

Schedule:

January 30 – Introduction

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Section I:  The International and the Other

February 1

Todorov, Foreword and 1-50

Mingst, 1-14

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

February 6

Todorov, 51-124

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

February 8

Todorov, 125-182

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

February 13

Todorov, 183-254

M & S: Tickner 92-104

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Section II: Contending Frameworks

February 15

Mingst, 18-82

M & S: Walt 4-10

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

SHORT ESSAY DUE
February 20 – Realism and Neorealism

Mingst 83-99

M & S: Thucydides 18-20, Morgenthau 49-53, Mearsheimer 54-72, Morgenthau 124-129, Krasner 143-8, Mearsheimer 283-294

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

February 22 – Liberalism and Neoliberal Institutionalism

Mingst 159-95

M & S: Kant 20-4, Doyle 73-85, Bull 120-4, Slaughter 149-56

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

February 27 – World Systems Theory and Constructivism

M & S:  Frank 86-93, Finnemore 102-118, Wallerstein 130-8

Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It” (Blackboard)

Campbell, 1-15

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

March 1 – MIDTERM 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Section III: Origins of the Modern State System

March 6 – Overview and Method

Spruyt, 3-57

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

March 8 – States versus Leagues versus Cities

Spruyt, 59-150

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

March 13 – The Victor Emerges

Spruyt, 151-194

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Section IV: War and Peace

March 15 - Overview

Minsgt 198-231

M & S: Clausewitz 297-301, Schelling 301-309, Jervis 309-322

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

SPRING BREAK March 20 & March 22

March 27 – Offense/Defense and the First Image

Van Evera, “The Cult of the Offensive and the Origins of the First World War” (Blackboard)

Sagan, “1914 Revisited: Allies, Offense, and Instability” (Blackboard)

Byman and Pollack, “Let Us Now Praise Great Men” (Blackboard)


M & S: Enloe 202-208

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

FIRST JORNAL REVIEW ESSAY DUE

March 29 – Democracies and Conflict

Mansfield and Snyder, “Democratization and the Danger of War” (Blackboard)

Schweller, “Domestic Structure and Preventive War: Are Democracies More Pacific” (Blackboard)

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Section V: International Political Economy and Globalization

April 3 – IPE Basics

Mingst 235-72

M & S: Gilpin 403-410, Krasner 410-421, Scott 421-430

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

April 5 – Globalization


Mingst 274-315

M & S: Stiglitz 437-462, Held 462-471, Friedman 471-477, Sen 477-480

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Section VI: Nuclear Proliferation and Terrorism

April 10 – Nukes 

M & S: Sagan and Waltz 322-341, Mueller 341-347

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

SECOND JOURNAL REVIEW ESSAY DUE

April 12 – Terrorism 


M & S: Cronin 367-382, Pape 382-401


Walt, “Beyond Bin Laden” (Blackboard)

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Section VII: Intervention and the Clash of Cultures

April 17 – Intervening for Human Rights


M & S: Entirety of Chapter 7 except Mearsheimer (208-283)

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

April 19 – The Clash of Civilizations?

M & S: Huntington 163-170, Said 170-173, Fuller 173-180

Said, “Introduction” to Orientalism (Blackboard)
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

April 22-23 Crisis Simulation (Sunday and Monday)

April 24 ASSESSMENT DAY

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Section VIII: Gender, Identity, and the International

CRISIS ANALYSIS DUE

April 26 

Tickner, 1-147

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

May 1

Campbell, 15-73

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

FINAL PAPER DUE

May 3

Campbell, 73-133

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

May 8 – LDOC! 

Campbell 133 - end

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

FINAL EXAM: May 11, 8-11 a.m.
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